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The Truth About Frongoch,

T O  T H E  PEOPLE O F IRELAND.

Owing to the numerous false accounts concerning the 
conditions and treatment o f the Irish Prisoners o f W ar in 
F rongoch  which have been put into circulation am ong ogr 
people at home, it has been considered desirable to issue the 
follow ing statement as a truthful synopsis o f our conditions 
and treatment in this Camp :—

OASV2R CONDITIONS
First, with regard to the conditions under which the 

prisoners are h ou sed : W hat is known as the “  South
Camp ”  is com posed o f old distillery buildings that have 
been lying years in disuse, and as a consequence are musty 
and malodorous. The grain-lofts have been turned into 
living room s,for  the prisoners, as m any as 285 prisoners 
having been crow ded into one of them. Some o f these grain- 
lofts do not even possess windows, and are on ly  lighted b y  
means of a few sky-lights. In wet weather the rain flows 
in copiously through the roofs, sky-lights, and along the 
passages. E very m orning whilst these lofts are being 
cleaned out the prisoners have to go out into the yards ir
respective o f whether it is raining or not. A ll the buildings 
are swarming with rats. M any private supplies o f food 
have been destroyed b y  these rodents ; and one prisoner was 
severely injured b y  a rat, just under the right eye, whilst 
asleep. Such is the effect o f sleeping in thesie lofts that 
m any men have fainted on com ing into the fresh air o f the 
yard for early m orning cou n t; and the daily sick attendance 
at the hospital averages 42 men. The whole Camp is abso
lutely unfit for human habitation*
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FOOD

Secondly, with regard to the food. The Governm ent 
rations supplied to ns are bad in quality, and utterly in
adequate in quantity. Each prisoner is allowed a meat 
ration o f 8 ounces per day, but as all the bones, fat, suet, 
and waste portions o f the carcase are included in this weight, 
the prisoner is lu cky  if he receives 3 ounces of meat. The 
meat supplied is invariably N ew Zealand frozen, which is 
always unpalatable, find on several occasions it has been 
condem ned b y  the do'ctor as unfit for human consumption. 
A  potato ration o f 6 ounces per man per day is a llow ed ; but 
those supplied to us are of a most w retched quality, and 
have also been condem ned b y  the doctor. Our greatest 
food  grievance is, perhaps, the bread ration of 24 ounces 
per man. It is o f an unbelievable bad quality both with 
regard to the flour, or other substitute used, and the baking 
o f it. Instead of attending to our com plaint concerning the 
bread, the Commandant tried to force us to eat it by  pro
hibiting the sale of a better quality bread in the canteen. 
W e  offered to bake the bread ourselves, but the H om e 
Secretary would not allow" this. The doctor has stated that 
the bread “  is very bad .”  A  milk ration of one small tin of 
condensed milk per 20 men per day is a llow ed ; and m any 

. tins have been condem ned by  the doctor. The same remarks 
apply to the minor articles o f diet supplied to us. One result 
o f the lack  of fresh food is the breaking out o f skin disease 
am ong the prisoners. R ecently  the authorities began to 
issue a fish ration o f one herring per man for dinner on 
Fridays ; but these herrings were so bad ly  cured that none 
of the prisoners could  hardly eat them, and they had to be 
thrown in the swill tub. Eventually, we had to give up 
drawing these h errin gs; but as the authorities will grant us 
nothing |in lieu, practically the whole of F riday ’s dinners 
have to be purchased out o f the prisoners’ private funds. In 
short, were it not for the supplies o f food  and m oney received 
b y  the prisoners from  various Committees, relations, and 
friends, they would have died o f starvation.

W hen the first batches of Irish Prisoners of W ar arrived 
at F rongoch  from  the various English Prisons they were 
inform ed by  the Camp Commandant that there were two ways 
o f running the “ In term en t”  C am p; one way was for the 
prisoners to run it* them selves; and the other way was for 
the Commandant to run it, and that his way “ was at the
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point of the bayonet.”  The prisoners, for good  and suffi
cient reasons o f their own, decided to undertake the respon
sibility o f running the Camp, and to that end the necessary 
officers and subordinates were du ly appointed b y  the 
prisoners. The manner in which the w ork and discipline 
o f the Camp was carried out and maintained continually 
drew unstinted praise from  the British Com m andant; and 
he personally inform ed the general body  of prisoners on a 
massed parade that he had furnished a Report to the H om e 
Office on our good  conduct, discipline, and cleanliness. To 
achieve this result under the conditions outlined above was 
no easy task, and, indeed, was only possible b y  the unity of 
the general body  o f prisoners, and the respect and obedience 
rendered b y  the men to the Camp Leaders.

B y  the end o f last A ugust the release o f prisoners from  
here had practically ceased ; and b y  the end o f that month 
it was evident that the attitude of the authorities towards 
those prisoners whose continued internment had been 
recom m ended b y  the farcical A dvisory  Committee had 
undergone a com plete change.

BRUTALITY,

One evidence o f this change was the harnessing of a 
number of prisoners to a four-wheeled lorry and com pelling 
them to drag coarse stones Irom the bed o f an adjacent 
river, broken quarry stones from  the local railway stations, 
and coal “ clinkers ”  from  the “  S ou th ”  to the N orth Camp. 
M r . S a m u e l s  h a s  d e n i e d  t h i s  i n  P a r l i a m e n t , but it is 
nevertheless true, and visitors as well as the prisoners can 
prove it. This w ork was alleged to be essential to preparing 
the “ N orth ”  Camp for our future habitation; and the 
prisoners cou ld  therefore on ly com plain o f the BRUTALITY 
of the nature of the work, no question o f principle being 
involved.

Later on an effort was made by  the Commandant to get 
the general body  of prisoners to w ork in neighbouring 
quarries. A  wages of 5|d. per hour was offered to them ; 
and out of this w age the authorities proposed to deduct 3d, 
per hour in rfespect of their board and lodgings at Fron
goch . The whole body  o f prisoners ob jected  to this work 
011 principle. A n  alternative o f agricultural work was next
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presented to them ; but again the prisoners refused on the 
same principle.

On A ugust 31st last, the Commandant terminated the 
local contract for the rem oval o f Camp refuse, and inti
mated that in future the prisoners would be required to do 
this work. A s the prisoners were always willing to perform 
all w ork legitim ately essential to the sanitation and clean
liness o f their place o f internment, they agreed to furnish a 
daily fatigue party o f eight prisouers for the w ork of 
em ptying their own asli-pit.

On September 1st the prisoners perform ed this w ork for 
the first time. A s soon as they had finished their own work 
the m ilitary authorities gave the party an order to proceed 
to the soldiers’ quarters— which are OUTSIDE our place of 
internment— and there to scavenge the refuse-pits o f the 
military. The question of principle being again involved, 
the prisoners declined to do the work. W hen brought 
before the Commandant on the charge of refusing to do this 
w ork, he told  the prisoners that in future he intended using 
the prisoners’ labour in every w ay he possibly could, and 
that they would have to perform  this or any other w ork he 
choose to set before them. D uring the trial the Camp 
A dju tant said that he would write to the Hom e Office for 
directions about the matter, and he appealed personally to 
the prisoners to do the w ork until such time as the instruc
tions were received. A s the prisoners were anxious to prove 
that their ob jection  to the w ork was BASED ON PRINCIPLE, 
and did not arise from insubordination, they readily con 
sented to do this tem porary perform ance. The Hom e Office 
directed that the prisoners were to continue the work, and 
when this was com m unicated to them they at once struck 
w ork in respect o f the m ilitary refuse-pits. The Comman
dant sentenced them to isolation in the “ N orth ”  Camp, 
and deprived them of all personal property, extra food, 
smokes, letters, registered packets, parcels, visits and news
papers, and ordered that they be kept in this condition until 
such time as they gave an undertaking to obey ALL ORDERS 
given them. E ach daily fatigue party o f prisoners received 
this drastic punishment in rotation (Saturdays and Sundays 
excepted), until the total number undergoing this sentence 
reached 142. The H om e Office then intervened and directed 
that the sentence be remitted, and the w ork to be in future 
perform ed b y  the soldiers.
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CONSCRIPTION.
O n  S e p t e m b e r  5th  th e  a u th o r i t ie s  m a d e  th e ir  f irst a t te m p t  

to  c o n s c r ip t  on e  o f  th e  I r ish  p r is o n e rs  h ere  n a m e d  H u g h  
T h o r n t o n .  T h e  m i l i ta r y  s taff  w as u n a b le  to  ‘ p ic k  o u t ”  th e  
p rison er,  a n d  th e y  a s k e d  o n e  or tw o  o f  th e  C a m p  L e a d e r s  to 
id e n t i f y  h m ; b u t  th e y  d e c l i n e d  to a ct  as “  s p i e s ”  u p o n  th e ir  
c o m r a d e .  A l l  the  p r is o n e rs  w e r e  th en  l in e d  u p  in th e  o u te r  
y a r d  an I the  C a m p  R e g is te r  w as c a l le d  o v e r  b y  th e  A d j u t a n t .  
A s  e a c h  p r is o n e r ’s n u m b e r  a n d  n a m e  w a s  c a l le d  h e  w as re 
q u ire d  to a n s w e r,  step  o u t  o f  th e  ra n k s,  a n d  p r o c e e d  to th e  
b o t t o m  o f  the  yard .  T h e s e  o r d e rs  w e re  p r o m p t l y  o b e y e d  b y  
a l l  the  p r iso n e rs .  W h e n  T h o r n t o n ’s n a m e  w a s  r e a c h e d ,  he  
a n s w e re d ,  a n d  was i m m e d ia t e l y  s e iz e d  a n d  p l a c e d  in cells* T h e  
C o m m a n o a n t  th en  c h a r g e d  the  w h o le  b o d y  o f  p r is o n e rs  w ith  
“  i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n , ”  and o r d e r e d  th at  all  le tte rs ,  r e g is te re d  
p a c k e t s ,  p a rce ls ,  v is its ,  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s  be  s t o p p e d  for  se v e n  
d a y s .  T h i s  a b s o l u t e ly  u n j u s t  a n d  v i n d i c t i v e  p u n i s h m e n t  was 
p a rt  o f  the n e w  reg im e.  N o  a ct  o f  “ i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n ”  h a d  
b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  b y  any p r is o n e r ,  b u t  th e  in c id e n t  w a s  s e iz e d  
u p o n  as a p re te x t  for  p u n i s h m e n t  for  th eir  s u c c e s s fu l  r e je c t i o n  
o f  th e  q u a r r y ,  a g r ic u l t u r a l ,  r e f u s e  la b o u r s ,  as w e l l  as th e ir  
r e f u s a l  to a ct  as  “  sp ie s  ”  u p o n  o n e  an o th er .  A le tter  o f  c o m 
p la in t  a ga in st  th is  p u n i s h m e n t  was sent b y  th e  C a m p  L e a d e r s  
to the H o m e  S e c re ta ry .  H e  i g n o r e d  th e  letter

MORE BRUTALITY
O n  S e p t e m b e r  n t h ,  th e  C o m m a n d a n t  s o u g h t  to  in c r e a se  

a n d  p e r p e tu a te  o u r  p u n is h m e n t  b y  o r d e r in g  c o m p u l s o r y  d a i ly  
r o u te  m a r c h e s  on th e  s p e c io u s  p le a  th at  th e  p r is o n e rs  w e re  la z y  
a n d  in d o len t .  T h e  m a n n e r  a n d  m e th o d  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  th ese  
m a r c h e s — o r d in a r i ly  a grea t  p le a s u r e  to  u s — m a d e  th e m  e x 
tr e m e ly  i rk s o m e ,  a n d  th eir  f r e q u e n c y  s e r io u s ly  u p s e t  o u r  
h i th e r to  e?:cellent d o m e s t i c  a rra n g e m e n ts .  M o r e o v e r ,  o l d  m e n  
a n d  others not q u i te  c a p a b l e  o f  th ese  m a r c h e s  w e re  f o r c e d  to g o  
u p o n  th em . B e c a u s e  on e  o f  th e  p r is o n e rs ,  P a t r i c k  D a l y ,  d e s ir e d  
to  s top  in f ro m  o n e  o f  th ese  m a r c h e s  to  a n s w e r  a le tte r  f ro m  
his w ife,  h e  w as s e n te n c e d  to  16 8  h o u r s  c e l ls  on  b r e a d  a n d  
w ater  diet. H i s  c o n d it i o n s  in th e s e  ce l ls  w e re  s u c h  th at  h e  w as 
f o r c e d  to  g o  on  h u n g e r  s tr ik e  in th e  effort to b e tter  th e m ,  a n d  
h e  w a s  le f t  to s ta rve  f o r  fo u r  d a y s  b e f o r e  th e  C o m m a n d a n t  
w o u l d  p e rm it  th e  d o c t o r  to  r e m o v e  h im  to  h o so ita l .  A b o u t  a 
w e e k  a fte r  D a l y ’s d i s c h a r g e  f r o m  h o sp ita l  it b e c a m e  his tu rn  
for  ash-pit  fa t ig u e ,  a n d  w h e n  th e  C o m m a n d a n t  w as s e n t e n c i n g  
h im , h e  ( D a ly )  c o m p l a i n e d  th at to d e p r i v e  h im  o f  w r it in g  to  his



wife  a n d  c h i ld re n  w as a lso  p u n is h in g  th em , w h o  wTere  in n o ce n t  
o f  a ll  w r o n g ,  a n d  as th e  C o m m a n d a n t  w o u l d  n ot c o n c e d e  the  
p o in t  this  n r is o n e r  a g a in  w e n t  on a h u n g e r-s tr ik e  as a p ro te s t  
a g a in s t  th e  u n j u s tn e s s  o f  th e  p u n is h m e n t .  T h i s  p r is o n e r  w as 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  tr ied  b y  a D i s t r i c t  C o u r t -m a r t i a l  a n d  se n te n c e d  to 
56  d a y s ’ im p r iso n m e n t .  I t  is to  be  n o te d  th at  t h e  c o u r t -

m a r t i a l  INSIS TED ON T R Y I N G  D A L Y  AS A P R ISO N E R  OF WAR.

A s  a re s u lt  o f  o u r  c o n t in u a l  c o m p la in ts  c o n c e r n i n g  th e  
u n h e a l t h y  a n d  in sa n i tary  c o n d i t i o n  o f  the  S o u th  C a m p ,  the  
w h o le  b o d y  o f  p r is o n e rs  w a s  t r a n s fe rre d  to  the  N o r t h  C a m p  on 
th e  2 1 s t  O c t o b e r .  T h e  N o r t h  C a m o  c o n s is ts  o f  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
w o o d e n  h u ts ,  th e  r o o fs  o f  w h i c h  le a k  f r e e ly  in wret w eather.

CONSCRIPTION AGAIN*
O n  O c t o b e r  3 1 s t  th ree  b r o t h e r s  n a m e d  K i n g  w e re  p i c k e d  

o u t  b y  th e  m il i ta r y  a n d  c o n s c r i p t e d .  T h e  Ir ish  p r is o n e rs  h a i e  
a s t ro n g  o b j e c t i o n  to a n y  of  th e ir  c o m r a d e s  b e in g  c o n s c r i p t e d  
in to  th e  B ritt sh  A r m y ;  a n d  m e a s u re s  w e re  e v e n t u a l l y  ta k en  
w h e r e b y  it w as h o p e d  th at t h e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  o f  I r i s h  P r i s o 

n e r s  o f  W a r  w o u l d  be  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m b a t e d .

O n  N o v e m b e r  2n d th e  a u t h o i i t i e s  d e s ir e d  to c o n s c r i p t  tw o 
m o r e  p r is o n e r s  n a m e d  F in ta n  P. M u r p h y  a n d  M i c h a e l  M u r p h y .  
T h e  M i l i ta r y  S e r g e a n ts  wre re  se n t  to  find th e m ,  b u t  c o u l d  n ot 
r e c o g n i s e  th em . A l l  the  p r is o n e rs  w e re  th en  l in e d  u p  a n d  the 
C a m p  R e g i s t e r  c a l l e d  o v e r  b y  th e  A d j u t a n t ,  as in th e  c a s e  o f  
T h o r n t o n  ; b u t  this c a s e  h a d  p r o v e n  th at th e  a n s w e r i r g  o f  n a m e s  
was e n u iv a le n t ,  in effect,  to  h e l p i n g  the  a u th o r it ie s  to f ind  th e  
m e n ,  a n d  in c o n s e q u e n c e  th e  m e a s u r e s  ta k e n  w e re  th at a la r g e  
n u m b e r  o f  p r is o n e r s  r e f u s e d  to  a n sw e r  to  th e ir  n a m e s  a n d  
n u m b e rs .  A s  a re s u lt  o f  th is  a c t io n  n e a r ly  300 o f  th e  p r is o n e rs  
w e re  b e i n g  m a r c h e d  to the  S o u t h  C a m p ,  w h e n  o n e  o f  the  m i l i 
ta ry  id e n t i f ie d  F i n t a n  M u r p h y ,  w h o  was at o n c e  p l a c e d  in cel ls .  
I n  th e  S o u th  C a m p  a n o th e r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t te m p t  w as m a d e  to  
g e t  th es e  p r is o n e rs  to  answrer. T h e  m il i ta r y  th en  r e v ie w e d  all  
th e  p r is o n e rs  i n d i v i d u a l ly ,  a n d  se n t  b a c k  to  the N o r t h  C a m p  all  
th o s e  o f  w h o s e  id e n t i ty  th e y  w e re  sure.  W h e n  this  p ro c e s s  w as 
e x h a u s t e d  th e r e  stil l  r e m a i n e d  201 p r is o n e rs  o f  w h o s e  id e n t i ty  
th e  m il i t a r y  w e re  u n c e r ta in .  L a t e r  on in th e  e v e n i n g  th e  m i l i 
ta ry  p i c k e d  ou t  a m a n  w h o m  t h e y  b e l i e v e  to  be  th e  p e rs o n  
w a n te d ,  b u t  w h o m  w e h a v e  r e a so n s  to  b e l ie v e  was n e v e r  o u t  o f  
G a l w a y  u n t i l  his arrest.  B o t h  o f  th e s e  p r is o n e rs  w e re  sent to  
L o n d o n  u n d e r  escort.  F in ta n  M u r p h y ’s tr ial  has b e e n  r e p o r te d  
in th e  P ress .  W ith  r e g a r d  to  th e  oth e r  m an, w h ose,  n a m e  was
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B a rr e t t ,  he  was o n ly  sen t b a c k  to C a m p  on 13 th  inst. T h o s e  
200 p r is o n e r s  w e re  t o l d  that  th e y  w o u l d  be  k e p t  in the S o u th  
C a m p  u nti l  th e y  a n s w e r e d  their  n u m b e r s .

H U N G E R  STRIKE
A s  part o f  ou r  m e a su re s  a g a in st  th e  a t te m p t e d  c o n s c r ip t i o n  

o f  o u r  c o m r a d e s  w h o  h a v e  o f fered  th eir  l iv e s  for  the  f r e e d o m  o f  
th e  sm all  n a t io n  o f  I r e la n d ,  th ese  200 p r is o n e rs  w e n t  on  a h u n g e r  
str ike.  O n  S a t u r d a y  th e  4th the  C h a p l a in  in t e r v e n e d  a n d  
s o u g h t  to get  th e  m e n  to g i v e  u p  the  h u n g e r  strike. T h e y  
a g r e e d  to d o  this  o n ly  on c o n d it i o n  th at  a g u a r a n t e e  be  g iv e n  
th at th e y  b e  a l lo w e d  b a c k  to  th e  N o r t h  C a m p  w it h o u t  r e v e a l in g  
th e ir  id e n t i ty ,  or b e in g  p u n is h e d .  T h i s  g u a r a n t e e  w a s  g i v e n , 

and th e y  r e tu r n e d  on S a tu r d a y  e v e n in g .  T h e  fo l lo w i n g  M o n d a y  
m o r n in g  a ll  le tte rs ,  r e g is te r e d  p a c k e ts ,  a n d  p a r c e ls  fo r  th ese  
p r is o n e rs  w e re  s t o p p e d .  T h e  g u a r a n te e  w a s  s h a m e le s s ly  
b r o k e n .

O n  T u e s d a y  7th, the  C o m m a n d a n t ,  h a v i n g  re tu r n e d  off  
le a v e ,  sent f c r  th e  H u t  L e a d e r s  a b o u t  9 .30 a .m . H e  in fo r m e d  
th em  he h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  the  e v e n ts  o f  th e  p a st  f e w  d a y s ,  a n d  
d e c i d e d  to  ta k e  n c  stens to p u n is h  the  o f fe n d e rs ,  his re a so n s  
b e i n g  that he  w as s o m e w h a t  o f  o p in io n  that the  w h o le  affair 
a rose  fro m  th e  fact  that th e  L e a d e r s  h a d  not b e e n  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  
in e n f o r c i n g  d is c ip l in e .  H e  re-s tated  their  p o s it io n  a n d  re sn c n -  
s ib i l i t ie s  and  re a d  o u t  s o m e  n e w  o r d e rs  to  t h em . T h e  s u b s ta n c e  
o f  th em  w as th at  ( 1 )  e ac h  h u t  le a d e r  was r e s p o n s ib le  for  h a v i n g  
cer ta in  m e n ,  a n d  o n l y  th ese  in his hu t,  (2) h e  w as r e s p o n s ib le  
fo r  b e i n g  a b le  to  sa y  at a n y  t im e  w h e r e  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  m a n  was,  
and  (3) he  w as  r e s p o n s ib le  for  h a v in g  all th e  m en  o f  his  h u t  c n  
p a r a d e  f o r  the C o m m a n d a n t ’s d a i ly  in sp ect ion .  In  r e p ly  to  the 
H e a d  L e a d e r  the  C o m m a n d a n t  s tated  th at  th e  H u t  L e a d e r  
w o u l d  not be  r e q u i r e d  to  sp y  o u t  a n y  m an  u n l e s s  h e  (t h e  

C o m m a n d a n t ) o r d e r e d  h i m  t o  d o  s o . H e  sa id  th at i f  th e  
p r i s o n e r s ’ le a d e r s  c o u ld  not ru n  th e  c am D  w ith  proD er d is c ip l in e  
h e  w o u l d  have* it ru n  at th e  p o in t  o f  the b a y o n e t ; a n d  th at  i f  
th e  c a m p  h a d  to  h a v e  in it o n ly  d e a d  b o d ie s  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  
d is c ip l in e  in it.

T h e  C o m m a n d a n t  was r e m i n d e d  that th e  d is c io l in e  o f  the  
c a m p  was p e r f e c t  e x c e p t  in m a tters  that  h a d  a b e a r in g  on th e  
w ith d r a w a l  f ro m  th e  c a m p  o f  m en  s u s p e c te d  o f  b e in g  l ia b le  f c r  
m il i tary  s e r v ic e  fur E n g l a n d .  H e w as to ld  that the p r is o n e rs  
considered it u t t e r l y  u n j u s t i f i a b l e  for  th e  Government to try  
to  conscript into th e  E n g l i s h  A r m y  m e n  w h o  belonged to t h e



A r m y  o f  t h e  I r i s h  R e p u b l i c , a n d  w h o  h a d  b e e n  taken  as 
p r is o n e rs  o f  w ar : that w h i le  any  s u c h  d a n g e r  th re a te n e d  any  
m an  in th e  c a m p  th e  m en  w o u l d  n ot re m a in  in a n y  s u c h  a r
r a n g e m e n t  in the  hu ts  th at w o u l d  e n a b le  th e  a u th o r it ie s  to 
i d e n t i f y  s u c h  a m a n ;  a n d  that, as I r ish  p r is o n e rs  th e m s e lv e s ,  
th e  L e a d e r s  c o u l d  not d is s o c ia te  t h e m s e lv e s  f r o m  a n y  a c t io n  
o f  th e  m en  in th e  m atter .  T h e  L e a d e r s  w e re  th en  o r d e r e d  to  
their  h u ts  fo r  ro l l  call .

In  re p ly  to  the  C o m m a n d a n t ’ s r e m a rk s  a b o u t  “  s p y i n g  ”  a n d  
“ d e a d  b o d i e s , ”  the  H e a d  L e a d e r  sa id  that h e  w o u l d  p r e f e r  to 
be  a c o r p s e  a n y  d a y  ra th e r  than be a sp y  u p o n  his c o m r a d e s .

D u r i n g  the  a b o v e  in te rv iew  a l a r g e  r e i n fo r c e m e n t  o f  t ro o p s  
in fu l l  war kit  d e tr a in e d  at the station a n d  m a r c h e d  to  the  c a m p  
E v e r y  s o ld ie r  o f  th e  c a m p  g u a r d  was b y  n o w  u n d e r  arm s. T h i s  
la r g e  f o r c e  c f  m i l i ta r y  w as  m a r c h e d  in to  the  p r i s o n e r s ’ c o m 
p o u n d .  T h r e e  so ld ie rs  w ith  f ixe d  b a y o n e t s  a n d  lo a d e d  rifles 
w e re  p o s t e d  o u ts id e  the  d o o r  o f  e a c h  h u t ;  a n d  the  b a la n c e  not 
so d i s t r i b u t e d  d r a w n  ud  in m a ss e d  fo rm a t io n  at th e  b o tto m  o f  
c a m p .  A n  officer th en  p a s s e d  a lo n g  e a c h  lin e  o f  hu ts  a n d  d i s 
t in c t ly  i s s u e d  the  o r d e r  to  the  s o ld i e r s :  “  I f  a n y  m a n  a tte m p ts  
to l e a v e  his h u t  b a y o n e t  h im  at o n c e . ”  I t  was e v i d e n t  that the  
C o m m a n d a n t  h a d  m a d e  e v e r y  p re o a r a t io n  for  p u t t in g  his th re a t  
o f  “  h a v in g  n o t h i n g  bu t  d e a d  b o d i e s  in the  c a m p  ”  in to  p r a ct ica l  
op e ra t io n .  B u t  the  p r is o n e rs  r e f u s e d  to be  f r ig n te n e d  by  th ese  
th reats  or  d is p la y  o f  b r u te  force ,  an d  d e t e r m i n e d  to c o m b a t  the 
c o n s c r ip t io n  in e v e r y  p o s s ib le  w a y .  N o  le ss  th an  342 p r is o n e r s  
d e c l i n e d  to a n s w e r  th e ir  n u m b e r s  or r e v e a l  th e ir  id e n ti ty .  T h e y  
w e re  m a r c h e d  to  the  S o u th  C a m p  u n d e r  s t ro n g  escort .  T h o s e  
w h o  r e v e a l e d  th e ir  id e n t i ty  d i d  so for  g o o d  a n d  suffic ient 
re a so n s .  I t  is d e s ir a b le  that b o t h  c a m p s  s h o u ld ,  u n d e r  the  
c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  b e  oc c u D ie d .  T h e s e  p r is o n e rs  w e r e  p u r p o s e l y  
h e r d e d  into th re e  w o rs t  g r a in  lo f ts ,  th e  tw o  b e s t  b e i n g  k e p t  
l o c k e d  up. T h e y  are d e p r i v e d  o f  all  le tters ,  u a rc e ls ,  v is i ts ,  
p a p e r s ,  a n d  a c c e s s  to  the  c a n te e n .  T h e  C o m m a n d a n t  has tr ied 
in e v e r y  w a y  to c re a te  i l l - fe e l in g  b e tw e e n  the  tw o  c a m p s  ; bu t  
he  has fa i le d  la m e n ta b ly .  T h r e e  o f  th e  p r is o n e rs  w h o  w e re  ou t  
on  th e  p a s s a g e  a f te r  l ig h ts  o u t  h a v e  b e e n  D laced  in m a lo d o r o u s  
c e l ls ,  a n d  s e n te n c e d  to b e  k e p t  th e r e  “ until  s u c h  t im e  as th e y  
r e m e m b e r  th e i r  n u m b e r s . ”

O n  F i i d a y ,  th e  1.0th inst .,  15 p r is o n e rs ,  w h o  w e re  fo r m e r  
H u t  L e a d e r s  in the  N o r t h  C a m p ,  w e re  n i c k e d  o u t  a n d  c h a r g e d  
w ith  “ r e f u s i n g  to a n s w e r  th eir  n u m b e r s  a n d  n a m es  on N o v .  
7th an d  in f lu e n c in g  th e  m en  to  a l ik e  r e f u s a l . ”  T h e  C o m m a s  
dant remanded th em  fo r  tr ial b y  a D is t r i c t  C o u rt -m a rt i a l .



II

T h e  q u e s t io n  o f  in f lu e n c e  has n ev e r  a risen  a m o n g s t  us. T h e  
o b j e c t i o n  o f  th e  p r is o n e r s  h e r e  to  the  a t te m p te d  c o n s c r ip t io n  o f  
t h e i r  c o m r a d e s  is a g e n u in e ly  s p o n ta n e o u s  one.  T h e  G o v e r n 
m e n t  k n o w s  f r o m  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  u n d e r  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  th es e  
m e n  wil l  n o t  f ig h t  fo r  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  th eir  in s is te n c e  is d u e  to  a 
v i n d i c t i v e  d e s i r e  to  w r e a k  v e n g e a n c e  on  them . W e  b e l i e v e  
th a t  o u r  a c t io n  is n o t  o n ly  k i l l in g  the  a t te m p t  to  c o n s c r i p t  o u r  
c o m r a d e s  h e re ,  b u t  that w e  a re  h e lp in g  m a te r ia l ly  to  k i l l  th e  
p ro D o s a ls  to  e x t e n d  th e  M i l i ta r y  S e r v ic e  A c t  to  I r e la n d ,  a n d  w e  
l o o k  to th e  p eoD le  o f  I r e l a n d  to  h e lp  us in o u r  f ig h t  f o r  th e  

i g h t  o f  o n e  sm a ll  nat ion.

t h e : pa rty ,
W e  w o u l d  ask th e  p e o p le  o f  I r e la n d  not to  p la c e  too  m u c h  

c r e d e n c e  on  th e  re p o r ts  o f  p e rs o n s  r e le a s e d  f ro m  here,  w h o s e  
o e r i o d  o f  i n te rn m e n t  d o e s  n o t  e n a b le  th e m  to s p e a k  w ith  
a u t h o r i t y  on  th e  p re s e n t  state  o f  affairs in  F r o n g o c h ; a n y  m o r e  
th a n  w e  b e l i e v e  th e  a b s u r d  sto r ies  that  “ th e  P a r t y ”  is in te re st
in g  i t s e l f  in o u r  re le a s e ,  an officia l m e m b e r  o f  w h ic h  w a s  on  th e  
f a r c i c a l  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  w h ic h  r e c o m m e n d e d  o u r  c o n t in u e d  
in te r n m e n t .  O u r  tre a tm e n t  in th is c a m p  is n e ith e r  h u m a n e  n o r  
C h r i s t i a n ,  a n d  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  “ the  P a r t y ”  are e q u a l ly  
c o g n i s a n t  o f  th e  facts.

I r ish  P r is o n e r s  o f  W a r,

I n t e r n m e n t  C a m p ,

F r o n g o c h ,

14/// N ovem ber, 1 9 1 6 .

SIGNED BY 360 M E N .
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