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The Swift Brook m i l s of Messrs. John 
flcDonnel and Co., Ltd. , Saggart. 

In S l a t e r ' s Directory for 1846, the f o l l o w i n g 
m i l l s n e a r D u b l i n a r e " m e n t i o n e d : — R . .1 H i c k s 

a n d Co. , L o a d e r s P a r k ; T . L i d d y , N e w h o l l a n d 
Mill , L u c a n ; C . M c D o n n e l a n d Sons , K i i -
leen ; J . a n d T . M c D o n n e l , S a g g a r d ; J o s . 
M c D o n n e l , T e m p l e o g u e ; M. M c D o n n e l , O l d 
B a w n Mil ls , T a l l a g h t . In C o r k , the D r i p s e y 
Mi l l s were b e i n g w o r k e d by B . A l l en a n d C o . , 
a n d W . P h a i r w a s sti l l there. A t L i m e r i c k , 
there w a s C u l l i n and D o n a l d s o n , of S i x - M i l e -
B r i d g e . In A n t r i m , there were \V. and K . 
B l o w , D u n a d r y ; a n d the A n t r i m P a p e r Mil l 
C o . (T . Prenter , m a n a g e r ) , Mill R o w : the 
o f f i ces of both these w e r e in B e l f a s t . 

Of a l l these f i rms, only one s u r v i v e s t o - d a v , 
v i z . : Messrs. M c D o n n e l a n d Co. , Ltd . , of 
S a g g a r t a n d D u b l i n . A f t e r the death of the 
f o u n d e r of the business , it w a s carr ied on b y 
his son J o h n , w h o bui l t a second mil l in i K } \ 
s u b s e q u e n t l y k n o w n a s the 41 Upper, b e i n g 
s i t u a t e d on a h i g h e r level than the older one. 
It is n o w the p r i n c i p a l mi l l of the t w o I he 
R e v . F a t h e r J o s e p h M c D o n n e l , S . J . , of 
D u b l i n , a n e p h e w of the J o h n Mc-

Donnel ment ioned a b o v e , h a s v e r y 
k i n d l y furnished us, at our request , w i t h 
some" p a r t i c u l a r s a b o u t the connect ion of 
his f a m i l y w i t h these a n d other Irish mi l l s , 
w h i c h w e g i v e b e l o w in his o w n w o r d s : — 
" J o s e p h M c D o n n e l , m y fa ther , h a d a p a p e r 
mi l l nt T e m p l e o g u e , a b o u t four mi les f rom 
D u b l i n , a n d a business house in the c i t y , on 
M e r c h a n t ' s Q u a v . My cousin, J a m e s M c D o n -
nel, c a r r i e d on a mil l a b o u t three mi les 
fur ther a w a y f rom Dubl in , at Old B a w n , near 
T a l l a g h t . A n o t h e r cousin, S i r E d w a r d 
M c D o n n e l , h a d a mil l a t K i l l een , near C l o n -
d a l k i n . H i s l i fe w a s a busy one, a s he w a s 
a l s o the first C h a i r m a n of the G r e a t Southern 
R a i l w a y of I re land. H e w a s one of the 
p ioneers in the const ruct ion of that l ine, a n d 
bui l t the present h a n d s o m e D u b l i n T e r m i n u s 
of the l ine a t K i n g s b r i d g e . 

" O f the four p a p e r mi l l s in our f a m i l y , 
S a g g a r t w a s u n d o u b t e d l y the best a n d 
largest . A t m y uncle J o h n ' s death in 1S59, a s 
he h a d no chi ldren of his o w n , h e left the 
mi l l s under the c h a r g e of his sol ic i tor , S i r 
P a t r i c k M a x w e l l , w i t h a y e a r l y s a l a r y of 
/>*> , t o be w o r k e d a n d held in trust unti l m y 
elder brother J o h n should reach the a g e of 24. 
T h e n , p r o v i d e d he h a d a c q u i r e d a c o m p l e t e 
k n o w l e d g e of the business to the s a t i s f a c t i o n 
of his g u a r d i a n , he w a s to become sole o w n e r 
of the mi l l s . F a i l i n g this, they were to c o m e 
into m y h a n d s o n l ike condi t ions . M y 
b r o t h e r f a i l e d to sa t i s fy his g u a r d i a n in 
this m a t t e r . T h e consequence w a s tha t 
the proper ty w a s kept over to a w a i t 
m y c o m i n g of a g e , a n d w a s to be g i v e n to m e 
then upon the s a m e condi t ions . H o w e v e r , in 
1877, on m y l e a v i n g C l o n g o w e s Co l lege , 
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"where 1 w a s e d u c a t e d , I had a l r e a d y m a d e u p 
m y m i n d to jo in the r e l i g i o u s O r d e r of the 
J e s u i t s , a n d this, of course, m e a n t m y 
a b a n d o n i n g a l l prospect of c a r r y i n g on the 
mi l l s at S a g g a r t . I nder these c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
S i r P a i r i r k M a x w e l l , w h o had n o w b e c o m e 
m y g u a r d i a n , put the mi l l s in C h a n c e r y . T h e 
ent i re proper ty w a s sa id to be w o r t h ' a b o u t 
£ 3 0 , 0 0 0 : it w a s so ld by o rder of the L o r d 
C h a n c e l l o r , in 1K80, to a Dubl in c o m p a n y 
f o r m e d by the late Mr. J o h n ( i i r d w o o d Drurv , 
a t very much b e l o w its v a l u e . F r o m that 
d a y clown to this, the mi l l s h a v e been w o r k e d 
wi th f a i r success, under the m a n a g e m e n t of 
Mr. Drurv a n d his sons. 

" My f a t h e r d ied in 1S5S. s ince w h i c h d a t e 
some of the m i l l s h a v e been devoted to other 

w o r k i n g is that former ly k n o w n as the Old 
D r i m n a g h Mill at Inchicore. T h e o r i g i n a l 
K i l l e e n mil l at Inchicore. i.e., the one which 
w a s w o r k e d by S i r F d . M c D o n n e l . w a s subse-
q u e n t l y t a k e n over by Mr. N o l a n , a m e m b e r 
of the w e l l - k n o w n Dubl in f i rm of B r o w n e 
a n d N o l a n (Nassau-s t reet ) w h o m a d e in it the 
p a p e r for the B a n k of Ire land notes. S i n c e 
h i s o c c u p a t i o n of it ceased it h a s had a very 
c h e q u e r e d career , and is n o w derel ict . T h e 
mi l l " a mi le or so from K i l l e e n , " w h i c h the 
R e v . F a t h e r refers to as b e i n g n o w in the 
o c c u p a t i o n of Messrs. K v n o c h , Ltd. . is the 
" n e w " C l o n d a l k i n M i l l / w h i c h w a s erected 
on the s ite of the old one by Mr. I l a c k i n g , w h o 
w o r k e d it u n d e r the s ty le of the Leinster 
P a p e r C o . T h e o ld mill." it w i l l be remem-

M R . N O E L E. D R C R Y , . L I ' . 
Direc'-or and M a n a g e r . 

M e s s r s . J . M . M c D o n n e l and Co . , L t d . 

purposes . A s 1 w a s a mere i n f a n t at the t ime, 
I c a n n o t speak w i t h a n y c e r t a i n t y of t h e c l a s s 
of p a p e r m a d e at T e m p l e o g u e . My impression 
is that it w a s note a n d w r i t i n g p a p e r . A t 
K i l l e e n , w h i c h for some years longer c o n t i n u e d 
to w o r k , I be l i eve the c lass of p a p e r m a d e w a s 
ch ie f l y p r i n t i n g . In fact 1 seem to recall be ing 
to ld tha t it supp l i ed the paper used by one or 
t w o of the l e a d i n g D u b l i n journals . Messrs. 
K v n o c h a n d C o . h a v e , w i t h i n the last f ew 
y e a r s , s t a r t i n g m a k i n g , I t h i n k , c a r t r i d g e 
p a p e r a n d other c o a r s e k i n d s at the K i l l een 
Mil ls . A b o u t the s a m e t ime they a l s o s tarted 
a sort of s u b s i d i a r y p a p e r f a c t o r y on a smal l 
sca le , at another mil l a b o u t a mi le or so f rom 
K i l l e e n . " 

W i t h r e g a r d t o this po int , the so-ca l l ed 
" K i l l e e n " mi l l w h i c h Messrs. K v n o c h are n o w 

* * a « . * 

M R . J . < L D R T R Y . 
S e c r e t a r y and Director . 

M e s s r s . J . M . M c D o n n e l and Co. , L td . 

bered, w a s for a c o u p l e of y e a r s in the h a n d s 
of the l a t e Mr. Win. B e r t r a m , former ly of 
L d i n b u r g h , w h o traded as the Dubl in P a p e r 
Mil ls C o . 

" A s to the Old B a w n .Mill," s a v s the 
R e v . F a t h e r . " it ceased w o r k i n g be-
fore iS>'o. J be l i eve it never marie a n y 
but the coarser k inds of paper . T h u s t w o 
out of four mi l l s , o w n e d by m e m b e r s 
of my f a m i l y d u r i n g the first half of the nine-
teenth century , are no longer in ex istence, 
a n d the others are w o r k i n g on a s m a l l e r 
sca le . 1 r e m e m b e r once be ing told that m y 
uncle J o h n M c D o n n e l . of S a g g a r t , used t o s a y 
that Free T r a d e w o u l d be the ruin of the Irish 
p a p e r industry . H i s w o r d s seem to h a v e 
c o m e true, a s I re land is no longer a b l e to 
c o m p e t e w i t h A m e r i c a a n d G e r m a n y , or even 
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w i t h E n g l a n d , in the race for trade s u p r e m a c y 
in the m a n u f a c t u r e of p a p e r . 

" I should l ike to s p e a k a l i t t le more in de-
tai l a b o u t the S a g g a r t Mil ls , w h i c h , indeed, 
a re the only ones w i t h w h i c h I h a v e had a n y 
v e r y i n t i m a t e a c q u a i n t a n c e . Much of m y 
b o y h o o d w a s spent in S a g g a r t ; hence of the 
mi l l s there J can s p e a k w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e 
k n o w l e d g e a n d a u t h o r i t y . 

" At the t ime w h e n 1 k n e w S a g g a r t it w a s 
a l a rge a n d n o u r i s h i n g concern . T h e 
p a p e r w a s the v e r y best in I re land, a n d as 
such h a d w o n g o l d m e d a l s f o r super ior e x c e l -
lence a t v a r i o u s e x h i b i t i o n s . W e suppl ied . I 
t h i n k , most, if not a l l , of the p a p e r used in the 
Irish G o v e r n m e n t o f f i ces of those d a y s . T h i s 
G o v e r n m e n t c o n t r a c t w a s a v a l u a b l e one, a n d 
in a d d i t i o n to it I s h o u l d s a y tha t much the 
l a rger por t ion of the h i g h - c l a s s note a n d 
w r i t i n g p a p e r used t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y 
w a s f r o m the S a g g a r t Mil ls . T h e y had a 
m o n o p o l y in f a c t of h i g h - c l a s s paper . Bot l i 
m i l l s were s p l e n d i d l y p r o v i d e d w i t h the most 
u p - t o - d a t e m a c h i n e r y . T h e m e t h o d of d r y -
i n g w a s di f ferent a n d m o r e e l a b o r a t e in the 
" U p p e r " mi l l than in the other . 1 lere the p a p e r 
passed on l ight open c y l i n d e r s t h r o u g h a sort 
of enc losed corr idor space , f i l led w i th h e a t e d 
a i r , pro jec ted t h r o u g h g r a t i n g s f rom beneath . 

F u r t h e r m o r e the paper , besides b e i n g g l a z e d 
b y the a d d i t i o n of ' s i z e ' in its in i t ia l s t a g e s , 
r e c e i v e d a h i g h e r a n d m o r e perfect finish by 
b e i n g p l a c e d a n d pressed b e t w e e n c o p p e r 
p la tes . T h e m o t i v e p o w e r w a s p a r t l y w a t e r , 
p a r t l y s t e a m . In the U p p e r mi l l my uncle 
erected w h a t w a s a t the t ime, a n d m a y be 
st i l l f o r a l l I k n o w , the la rges t w a t e r wheel in 
the three k i n g d o m s . It w a s 50 feet in 
d i a m e t e r , a n d w a s looked upon a s qu i te a 
w o n d e r in its w a y , so m u c h so that c r o w d s 
used to c o m e f rom D u b l i n a n d e l sewhere to 
see it. In the ear lv sevent ies a verv fine ' C o r -
]iss 1 s t e a m e n g i n e w a s put up , w i t h a l a r g e 
b o i l e r to s u p p l y it, at a cost of s o m e £5,000. 
T h i s rendered the U p p e r mi l l , at a n y rate, in-
dependent of the w a t e r s u p p l y . A t the s a m e 
t ime a c h i m n e y of a b o u t 100 feet in he ight 
a n d s i x or e ight feet in d i a m e t e r a t the base 
w a s erected in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the boi ler 
that supp l i ed the new e n g i n e . 

" V e r y e l a b o r a t e a n d cost ly a r r a n g e m e n t s 
h a d been m a d e to secure a g o o d a n d plent i -
ful s u p p l y of w a t e r . A b o u t three mi les f rom 
S a g g a r t , a t a p lace c a l l e d Br i t ta s , t w o reser-
vo i r s were m a d e , c o v e r i n g in a l l s o m e f i f t y 
acres . T h e ob ject of these w a s to keep a g o o d 
reserve of w a t e r for the drv season. O n e of 
them w a s deep, a n d they h a d to be b a n k e d at 
e i ther end w i t h g r e a t s l o p i n g s tone e m b a n k -
ments , a b o u t 30 feet in h e i g h t . B y c a r e f u l 
e n g i n e e r i n g , a m i l l - r a c e w a s const ructed 
w h i c h c a r r i e d w a t e r f rom a d i s tance to the 
p o n d s , a n d then pursued its w a y o v e r the re-
m a i n i n g three mi les to the mi l l s . Here there 

w e r e s ix o t h e r s m a l l filtering ponds , w h e r e the 
w a t e r w a s t h o r o u g h l y c l e a n s e d a n d pur i f ied . 
T h e e x c e l l e n t c o l o u r of the w h i t e p a p e r w a s , 
I be l ieve , in no s m a l l m e a s u r e due to the fact 
tha t the w a t e r used in m a k i n g it w a s so very 
c l e a r a n d pure. 

" W o o d f ibre w a s u n k n o w n in those d a y s * -

at S a g g a r t at a n v rate . T h e best linen r a g s 
a l o n e were used : e spar to w a s a l s o used to g i v e 
s t rength a n d t o u g h n e s s to the paper . It w a s 
a m a t t e r of cons iderab le t rouble a n d expense 
to t ransport the paper f rom the mi l l s to the 
s tores a t t a c h e d to the Dubl in o f f ice at L o w e r 
O r m o n d <Juay . where p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the off i-
c ia l w o r k w a s car r ied on. Marly e v e r y morn-
i n g a s t r i n g of carts , h e a v i l y laden 
w i t h paper , set forth f rom the mi l l s on 
their j o u r n e y to the Irish metropol i s . 
T h e s a m e c a r t s r e - a p p e a r e d at the m i l l s 
t o w a r d s e v e n i n g , w i th a return l o a d of rags , 
p a c k e d in h u g e b a g s . A l l loads g o i n g out 
a n d c o m i n g in were c a r e f u l l y checked at the 
w e i g h i n g house. 

" T h e y const i tuted qu i te a little, t o w n , these 
S a g g a r t Mills. T h e r e were a b o u t 400 hands 
a l l to ld, w h o s e w a g e s v a r i e d f rom the t w o or 
three p o u n d s a week p a i d to the m i l l w r i g h t s , 
d o w n to the s i x or seven s h i l l i n g s ol the boy 
or gir l r a g sorters . T h e r e w a s a s m i t h y , a l a the 
house , a g a s house and a carpenter ' s shop. It 
w a s my p leasure in the v a c a t i o n s , home from 
schoo l , to w a n d e r round a m o n g the men a n d 
w a t c h them at their v a r i o u s a v o c a t i o n s . Or 
I w o u l d a c c o m p a n y the fo reman or the m a n a -
ger 011 his rounds through the mi l l s , w a t c h -
ing. w i t h the e a g e r interest of a boy , the 
d i f ferent a n d c o m p l i c a t e d processes to w h i c h 
the r a w m a t e r i a l w a s subjected ere it issued 
forth , the finished art ic le , r e a d y to be p a c k e d 
in r e a m s a n d car ted off to D u b l i n . A n d in 
the cool s u m m e r e v e n i n g s I w o u l d get 
m y fishing rod a n d try my luck a m o n g 
the trout t h a t were p lent i fu l in the 

ponds . I had a g r e a t f r iend a m o n g the 
men, w h o w a s an a c c o m p l i s h e d f isher-
m a n . M a n y a t ime, when it w a s his turn on 
d a y - w o r k a n d his l a b o u r in the r a g e n g i n e -
house w a s done , we m a d e our w a y t o g e t h e r 
in the cool of the summer ' s e v e n i n g up to 
Br i t tas . T h e r e w a s sp lendid f i shing there, a s 
m y unc le h a d kept the reservoirs w e l l 
s t o c k e d , and s o m e t imes b i g trout of three or 
four p o u n d s we ight r e w a r d e d our excurs ions . 

" I m m e d i a t e l y a r o u n d the mi l l s there were 
a b o u t 50 acres of l and , under the care of the 
s t e w a r d , w h o s e business it w a s , a l so , to p a y 
the h a n d s on S a t u r d a y , a n d to keep an 
a c c o u n t of p a p e r g o i n g out and r a w m a t e r i a l 
enter ing the mil ls . Besides this o f f i c ia l there 
w a s a m a n a g e r , a second cous in of m y o w n , 
a n d under h im a f o r e m a n , ski l led in a l l the 
technica l i t i e s of p a p e r r n a k i n g . A n o ld-
f a s h i o n e d res idence wi th p leasure g r o u n d 
and v e g e t a b l e g a r d e n , a n d a good-s ized 
l a w n in f ront , bordered by l ine trees, under 
w h i c h an a v e n u e led to the f ront ent rance , 
c o m p l e t e d the a d j o i n i n g property . Here m y 
g r a n d f a t h e r had l ived , and a f t e r him m y 
uncle , w h o w a s very loud of g a r d e n i n g , a n d 
kept the g r o u n d s well s tocked with f lowers . 

" T h e s e a re reminiscences of s o m e f ive 
a n d thirty y e a r s a g o . I recently v i s i ted 
S a g g a r t for the first t ime s ince I left it at the 
a g e of n ineteen, on rnv w a y to join the Jesu i t 
N o v i t i a t e a t Mil town P a r k . H o w c h a n g e d 
w a s al l I loved a n d k n e w so w e l l about the 
m i l l s ! O n l y one of them w a s w o r k i n g — t h e 
upper mi l l . ~ T h e n u m b e r of h a n d s had been 
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reduced, a n d everything; w a s on a s m a l l e r 
s.-ale. S o m e o l the f i l ter ing p o n d s my f i sh ing 
h a u n t s ol former d a v s , w e r e drv «»r out 
of use.* With just one or t w o e x c e p t i o n s , 
a l l m y o ld f r iends a m o n g the men were 
dead a n d gone . ' Kheu, lugaees . Pos tume. 
Post 11 me, l a b u n l u r a n n i ' ! W h a t a c h a n g e 
the y e a r s had w r o u g h t ! L i k e so m a n y other 
industries in I re land, the paper industry is 
b a r e l y h o l d i n g on. Unti l a f ew y e a r s a g o S a g -
g a r t w a s the o n l y paper mil l s u r v i v i n g in 
the c o u n t r y . O l d B a w n mi l l is n o w a ruin, 
and the b e a u t i f u l old m a n s i o n has been 
g u t t e d , the e x q u i s i t e l y c a r v e d oak c h i m n e y -
p iece b e l o n g i n g to the d r a w i n g - r o o m b e i n g 
r e m o v e d to a m u s e u m in D u b l i n . T e m -
p l e o g u e Mil l , if used at a l l , is devoted to s o m e 
other purpose . S a g g a r t paper , h o w e v e r , is 
m a k i n g a g o o d l ight st i l l . T h e ' A n c i e n t 
Irish V e l l u m ' note paper , p a c k e d in smal l 
neat is. b o x e s of a coup le of qu i res e a c h , is 
to be f o u n d a l m o s t e v e r y w h e r e t h r o u g h o u t 
the c o u n t r y . T h e indust r ia l r e v i v a l w i l l , it 
is hoped , " d o m u c h for the Irish p a p e r 
industry , a n d m a y restore it e v e n t u a l l y 
to s o m e t h i n g l ike the h igh pos i t ion that it 
held in t imes gone by . 1 a m c o n v i n c e d that 
P r o t e c t i o n , w o r k e d on proper l ines, w o u l d do 
a g r e a t deal to b r i n g a b o u t this c o n s u m m a -
t ion. A s t h i n g s arc at present, w e can never 
h o p e to c o m p e t e w i t h A m e r i c a a n d G e r -
m a n y " . 

T o the R e v . F a t h e r ' s a c c o u n t of the S a g -
g a r t m i l l s in the d a y s w h e n the p a p e r m a k i n g 
industry w a s st i l l n o u r i s h i n g in I re land, w e 
m a y a d d that under the contro l of the present 
m a n a g i n g d i rectors—Mr. N . E. Drury , J . P . , at 
the mi l l s , a n d Mr. .1. G . D r u r y in D u b l i n -
m a n y e n l a r g e m e n t s a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s h a v e 
l a t e l y been m a d e in the premises . T h e o l d 
w a t e r whee l is n o w s u p p l e m e n t e d by elec-
t r ic i ty as a d r i v i n g p o w e r , a n d though the 
g a s h o u s e is sti l l s t a n d i n g , e lectr ic l i g h t i n g has 
been a d o p t e d throughout the mi l l . Messrs. 
M c D o n n e l a n d Co . m a k e n o t h i n g but pure 
r a g papers , their p r i n c i p a l l ines be ing the 
best sort of ledger papers . T h e y h a v e 

it a po int not to put a n y -
market w h i c h w o u l d not do 
a n d their papers o b t a i n e d 
a t the E x h i b i t i o n s held a t 

D u b l i n in 1855 a n d 18S2, at C o r k in 1883, 
a n d a t L i v e r p o o l in 1887. T h e firm is, in 
f ac t , not merely w o r k i n g the mi l l w i t h " f a i r 
success," but d o i n g exce l l ent business al l 
a l o n g the line. T h e i r present m a k e s are 
line a n d superf ine wr i t ings , b a n k s , type-
w r i t i n g , a n d h a n d - m a d c - l i k e a c c o u n t book 
papers , a i r -dr ied a n d tub-s ized. S a g g a r t is 
a b o u t e ight miles south-west f rom Dubl in , 
lour mi les west of T a l l a g h t (itself once an 

+ l u order to prevent a n y misapi>relieusion, we 
m a y s a y that p r e v i o u s to the R e v . F a t h e r ' s v i s i t , 
the m a c h i n e r y from the L o w e r Mill had been t rans -
f e r r e d to the Upper oue, in order to reduce w o r k s 
cost . T h u s the L o w e r ^Iill (i.e., the old one seen 
in our f i rst i l lus t rat ion) w a s l e f t f r e e f o r rag sort-
ing and other pre l iminary processes of a nature 
l i k e l y to ra i se dunt, which might lind i t s w a y into 
the pulp if al l the work w a s carr ied on in the s a m e 
building. The fac t that oue of the ponds w a s out of 
use is accounted for b y the insta l la t ion of a .Bell 's 
l i l trat ion plant at a cost of o v e r £1,000. 

a l w a y s m a d e 
t h i n g on the 
them credit , 
pr ize m e d a l s 

Made ir/ Sagqard 
D u b l i n 
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Irish p a p e r m a k i n g loca l i ty ) , a m i a b o u t the 
s a m e d i s tance south-wes t of C l o n d a l k i n . T h e 
nearest r a i l w a y s ta t ion is at L u c a n , on the 
G r e a t S o u t h e r n a n d Western line, some four 
mi les to the north, but the s t e a m t r a m w a y 
f rom D u b l i n to B l e s s i n g t o n passes a point 
a b o u t a mi le south-east of S a g g a r t . 

S w i f t Brook , it appears , der ives its name, 
not f rom the r a p i d i t y of its f low, but f rom the 
c i r cumstance that m u c h of the land through 
w h i c h it passes w a s former ly the property of 
the " W i t t y D e a n . " from w h o m its o r i g i n a l 
a p p e l l a t i o n . " S w i f t ' s B r o o k , " c a m e . T h e real 
n a m e of the s t r e a m is, however , the C a m a c . 
T h e g a u n t a n d s o m e w h a t u n l o v e l y ruins of 
Dean S w i f t ' s house are a t the b a c k of the 
mi l l , the propr ietors of which sti l l p a y rent to 
the Dean ' s representat ives . 

W e are indebted to Messrs. M c D o n n e l a n d 
C o . for the use of the a c c o m p a n y i n g photo-
g r a p h s of the mi l l s as they exist to -day , a n d 
a s w e d o not remember to h a v e prev ious ly 
seen a series of v i e w s of a modern Irish paper 
mil l they w i l l no d o u b t be of interest to our 
readers a n d the paper t rade in genera l . 

In l o o k i n g a t these pictures it is of course 
necessary to r e m e m b e r that p a p e r m a k i n g in 
the sister isle is a n industry of very modest 
propor t ions . H u g e e s t a b l i s h m e n t s l ike those 
at S i t t i n g b o u r n e , C a r d i f f a n d B u r y are not to 
be f o u n d there, but the i l lus t rat ions here re-
p r o d u c e d w i l l be suf f ic ient to s h o w that even 
a smal l mi l l , of old s t a n d i n g , is not necessari ly 
an o u t - o f - d a t e or p o o r l y e q u i p p e d one. 

T h e first v i e w s h o w s a part of the or ig ina l 
b u i l d i n g s , w h i c h w e r e e i ther bui lt or a l tered 
in 179s (see World's Paper Trade Review of 
A u g u s t 4th last.) T h e upper part w a s the rag-
sor t ing room of the o r i g i n a l mi l l , but the 
s tructure is n o w used a s a store. T h e present 
r a g house is the three-storeyed b u i l d i n g seen 
in the v i e w of the L o w e r mil l . T h e g r o u n d 
f loor is used for u n c l e a n e d r a g s , a n d the 
m i d d l e one for sor t ing purposes , whi ls t the 
u p p e r s torey c o n t a i n s the stock of c l eaned 
r a g s . In the d a y s w h e n p a p e r w a s m a d e b y 
h a n d at S a g g a r t , " t h e l o f t - d r y i n g of the sheets 
w a s carr ied on in this b u i l d i n g . T h e engineers ' 
a n d carpenters ' shops of the mi l l a re s i tua ted 
t o the r ight of the tal l c h i m n e y s tack . 

O u r next i l lustrat ion s h o w s a part of the 
r a g - s o r t i n g room. S p e c i a l p r e c a u t i o n s a re 
t a k e n to prevent the r i s ing of dust to the in-
c o n v e n i e n c e of the workers . Under the benches 
on w h i c h the w o m e n sit there is a n a p p a r a t u s 
for e x h a u s t i n g the dust , so tha t the a t m o s -
phere of the room is kept very c lear . 

T h e v i e w of the interior of the m a c h i n e 
house s h o w s the 75-inch Umphers ton m a c h i n e 
w i t h its s team connect ions , etc. T h o u g h not 
of l a r g e d imens ions , this d e p a r t m e n t is suff i-
c ient ly r o o m y , w e l l l ighted, a n d m a i n t a i n e d 
in exce l l ent order. 

T h e other inter ior v i e w is of a part of the 
c u t t e r a n d c a l e n d e r room. T h e former 
m a c h i n e is b y the W e s t E n d E n g i n e W o r k s 
C o . , of E d i n b u r g h , the ca lenders b e i n g of 
" U m p h e r s t o n " t ype . A n e lectr ic l i g h t 
s w i t c h e r w i l l be not iced on the end w a l l , 
a n d the p o w e r for the l i g h t i n g p l a n t for mi l l , 
o f f ices a n d m a n a g e r ' s house is s u p p l i e d b y a 
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l l o m s b y suct ion g a s eng ine . T h e power 
house a l so c o n t a i n s a 100 k . w . Bc l l i s s -Peeb les 
s team set. r u n n i n g in p a r a l l e l with a w a t e r -
whee l -dr iven d y n a m o in the L o w e r mil l . T h e 
h u g e w a t e r w h e e l , referred to by F a t h e r 
M c D o n n e l , is s h o w n in the last picture. It 
w a s bui l t b y J . a n d R . Mal le t t , of Dubl in , in 
1848, a n d has a tota l ia l l of 53 ft. 1 in. A 
26-in. m a i n suppl ies the wheel w i t h .about 
18 tons of w a t e r per m i n u t e , a n d at the 
o r d i n a r y w o r k i n g speed of 1 ! revo lut ions per 
minute , the wheel g ives 50 to 55 h.p. at the 
machines . 

A new b e a t e r house w a s erected in 1.Q05. 
B o t h beaters a n d breakers are dr iven by 
e lectr ic motors , and a new U m p h e r s t o n heater 
( m a k i n g the fourth) has just been instal led. 
T w o of the beatermen here, J o h n K e l l y a n d 
M a t h e w M u l v e y , h a v e been in these mi l l s s ince 
b o y h o o d ; they a re both n o w near lv 70 
y e a r s of a g e , a n d must thus be a m o n g s t 
the f e w s u r v i v a l s f rom the d a y s of w h i c h 
F a t h e r McDonne l s p e a k s so f ee l ing ly . 
A l t h o u g h so near to the Irish c a p i t a l , S w i f t 
Brook Mil l s a re s i tuate in a very rural 
distr ict , the open country e x t e n d i n g qu i te 
up to the w a l l s o l the bui ld ings , w h i c h 
are most ly constructed of local stone. 

( To he continued.) 

L i g h t , it seems, does not mere ly d i sco lour 
p a p e r or m a k e it y e l l o w , but , at the s a m e 
t ime, w i t h o u t the co-opera t ion of a n y other 
a g e n t , a f fec t s its so l id i ty . 

E x p e r i m e n t s h a v e been m a d e w h i c h seem 
to conf i rm this v i e w . A f t e r b e i n g kept for a 
y e a r a n d three weeks in a v a c u u m exposed to 
l ight a g o o d type of paper (pure rag), the 
p r i m i t i v e tensi le strength of which w a s 11 
k i l o g r a m m e s , g a v e w a y with a w e i g h t of on ly 
9 k i l o g r a m m e s , a n d the co-eif icient of e l o n g a -
tion decreased by two-thirds . 

C o m p a r a t i v e e x p e r i m e n t s demonstra ted 
that the spontaneous destruct ion of paper is 
m u c h less r a p i d when under the inf luence of 
t i m e a lone , be ing protected a g a i n s t a i r a n d 
l ight . On the other h a n d , the ac t ion of l ight 
is m u c h more intense, a n d that of a i r (wi th 
the v a r i a t i o n s of temperature , a l t e r n a t e 
s icc i ty a n d h u m i d i t y ) a d d s its effect. H o w -
ever , the ac t ion of a i r a lone , though not null , 
seems least i m p o r t a n t . 

T h u s l ight w o u l d be the chief cause of the 
deter iora t ion of paper . B u t w h a t k ind of 
l i g h t ? Is it to ta l l ight or cer ta in rays the 
myster ious ef fect of w h i c h has not y e t been 
a c c u r a t e l y d e t e r m i n e d ? Does u l t r a - v i o l e t 
p l a y a par t , or in f ra-red ? T h e s e a re prob lems 
w h i c h it w o u l d be interest ing , perhaps, to 
e luc ida te , b y c o m p a r i n g the dif ferent sources 
of l i ght . T h e result w o u l d , poss ib ly , be in 
f a v o u r of acety lene . 

IF y o u a re in the trade, w h y not trade w i t h 
a " real t rade n e w s p a p e r ? " T h a t ' s the sort 
of rec iproc i ty tha t p a y s al l concerned. 


