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NAME: MÁIRE BRUGHA (NEE McSWINEY), BORN 1918, 
DUBLIN
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CDs 1 & 2
Subject: An Extraordinary Life
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 63:50 and 33:09
Description:   Máire McSwiney was a very shy three year 
old, barefoot and dressed in green, holding a bouquet of 
flowers in her trembling hands, as she was pushed by her 
mother onto the stage of  the old Cork Opera House to 
present  the  bouquet  to  Tilly  Fleischmann.   Mrs 
Fleischmann had just given a piano recital, and her pupil 
Muriel McSwiney had enlisted her little daughter Máire to 
perform the floral presentation.  Muriel’s sisters-in-law, the 
McSwineys, had befriended the Fleischmann family during 
World  War  I  when  British  propaganda  made  life  very 
difficult  for  German  nationals  in  Ireland.   Following  the 
death  from hunger  strike  of  Máire’s  father,  Lord  Mayor 
Terence McSwiney in 1920, she and her mother moved to 
Dublin,  and  later,  when  Máire  was  six,  they  moved  to 
Germany.  Her aunt and guardian, Mary McSwiney, who 
lived  in  Cork,  would  request  her  friends  who  were 
travelling to Germany, to check on her young niece and on 
one occasion, when the child was boarding at a school in 
Bavaria,  Mrs  Tilly  Fleischmann,  and  young  graduate 
Aloys, her son, brought her for a day to Munich.  When 
she was just  fourteen, following a traumatic trip back to 
Dublin, and a High Court bid for custody by her mother, 
Máire  came home to Cork to  live  with  her  aunts.   She 
qualified as a teacher and taught in Dublin where she met 
and  married  Ruairi  Brugha.   In  2005  her  fascinating 
memoir History’s Daughter was published.
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NAME:  MARY  BOYDELL  (NEE  JONES),  BORN  1921, 
DUBLIN
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 3
Subject: Brian Boydell and Aloys Fleischmann recalled
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 55:19
Description:    Mary Jones was born in Trim, Co Meath. 
The family later moved to Skibbereen and Drogheda, and 
Mary attended boarding school in Bray.  She later studied 
Household Management at Alexandra College, and having 
had voice coaching, would sing in various Dublin venues. 
She met  her future husband,  Brian Boydell  at  ‘The Old 
Head’ Hotel in Lewisburg and describes him as a “beacon 
of light, even in those days.”  The couple married in 1944. 
They initially met Aloys Fleischmann and his wife Anne for 
coffee by arrangement  in  the Gresham Hotel  in  Dublin, 
and they quickly  became firm friends.   Brian  and Aloys 
would  talk  music,  and  discuss  at  length  the  means  by 
which  they  could  improve  the  music  scene  in  Ireland. 
Ideas crystallised during these discussions, many of which 
would subsequently come to fruition.  The Boydell home 
became an open house for musicians, and a venue where 
Brian Boydell and Aloys Fleischmann would retire to the 
music room to work on compositions.

NAME: MADOLINE O’CONNELL (NEE HORGAN), BORN 
1915, SUNDAY’S WELL, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CDs 4 & 5
Subject: An enduring friendship
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 50:52 and 39:41
Description:   Madoline Horgan grew up at Lacaduv House 
on the Lee Road in Cork, where she enjoyed a charmed 
childhood  with  her  three  brothers.   Her  maternal 
grandfather was Sir  Bertram Windle,  President  of  UCC. 
Her paternal grandfather was an agent in Cork for Charles 
Stewart  Parnell.   Madoline  has  a  clear  recollection  of 
being brought by her father to watch the city burn during 
the  turbulent  occupation  by  the  Black  and  Tan  forces. 
Madoline’s parents and the elder Fleischmann family were 
close friends, and her father was instrumental in securing 
the release of Aloys Fleischmann Snr. from captivity when 
he  was  held  by  government  order  during  World  War  I. 
Madoline Horgan qualified as a medical  doctor in 1939, 
and shortly thereafter she left to work in Liverpool close to 
the hospital where her future husband, St. John O’Connell 
worked as an orthopaedic surgeon.  When the war ended 
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the couple returned to Cork and Madoline recalls life in the 
city  during  that  frugal  period.   She  discusses  her 
husband’s  huge involvement  in  the horse industry  – he 
became Chairman,  and later  President,  of  the Irish Flat 
Breeders Association in the 1970’s.

NAME:  SR.  ROSARIO  ALLEN,  BORN  1922,  SOUTH 
PRESENTATION CONVENT, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 6
Subject: A music teacher reminisces
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 63:03
Description:   Sr. Rosario recalls her early years as a child 
in  Drogheda,  and  her  decision  to  join  the  Presentation 
Sisters in Cork in 1940.  She studied for a B.Mus under 
Professor Fleischmann at UCC and remembers her happy 
time there, and the great enthusiasm for music teaching 
engendered by the Professor.  She taught music at South 
Presentation,  and  in  the  early  days  she  had  to  obtain 
permission  from  the  Reverend  Mother  to  go  to  Tilly 
Fleischmann  for  piano  lessons.   In  the  recording,  she 
reads some letters from Prof. Fleischmann congratulating 
her on her successes in the competition and in her overall 
contribution to the teaching of music.

NAME:  SR.  MARIE  COLLINS,  BORN  1918,  CHRIST 
KING PRESENTATION CONVENT, TURNER’S CROSS, 
CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 7
Subject: Valuable memories
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 74:40
Description:   Sr. Marie entered the Presentation Order in 
1936 and has spent over 70 years in religious life.  She 
recalls that there was always music in her home during 
her childhood, and she learnt to play the piano.  In 1938, 
during her early days in the Presentation Order, she took 
lessons  in  the  organ  from  Herr  Fleischmann  Snr.   He 
would arrive at the convent on his bicycle and Sr. Marie 
clearly recalls his striking appearance and his long flowing 
white hair.  She speaks in detail about his great teaching 
techniques.  She discusses the huge changes in religious 
life over the decades, and her long and enjoyable years as 
a music teacher and organist.
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NAME:  MAIGRÉAD  O  MURCHADHA  (NEE  HIGGINS), 
BORN 1919, WELLESLEY TERRACE., CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 8
Subject: Life in art
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 62:06
Description:    Maigreád O Murchadha lives in Wellesley 
Terrace  in  a  house  which  was  once  home  to  the 
Fleischmann  family.   Maigreád  and  her  husband,  the 
sculptor Seamus Murphy, moved to Wellesley Terrace in 
1945.  This recording was compiled in the drawing room at 
the  house,  which  contains  many  wonderful  pieces  of 
sculpture executed by Maigreád’s father Joseph Higgins, 
and  by  her  late  husband  Seamus  Murphy.   Maigreád 
describes her background, her childhood in Youghal, the 
circumstances  surrounding  the  initial  meeting  of  her 
parents,  which  were  reflected  later  in  her  own  meeting 
with her husband Seamus.  She taught Art at Scoil Mhuire 
until  1975, and during the early years of their  marriage, 
times were  hard and Seamus’s  main  work  involved  the 
crafting of headstones.  His workshop was in Blackpool, 
and later,  when commissions began to arrive, Maigreád 
would assist him with drawings.  The Murphys were very 
friendly  with  the  Fleischmanns  who  lived  close  by  and 
would  regularly  attend  the  opera  together.   Maigreád 
places  on  record  several  amusing  and  affectionate 
anecdotes about the Fleischmann family.

NAME: TOMÁS O CANAINN, BORN 1930, GLANMIRE, 
CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 9
Subject: A passion for music
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 49:48
Description:   Derry is the birthplace of Tomás O Canainn 
and  his  great  musical  abilities  are  inherited  from  his 
mother.   He  qualified  in  engineering  in  Liverpool,  and 
following  his  marriage  to  Helen,  the  couple  made  the 
decision to rear their family at home in Ireland.  He began 
his teaching career in UCC in the late 1960’s where he 
became friendly with Sean O Riada who encouraged him 
to learn to play the Uilieann pipes.  Following the untimely 
death  of  Sean  O  Riada  in  1971,  Professor  Aloys 
Fleischmann,  Head  of  the  Music  Department,  asked 
Tomás to take over Sean’s position in the Department, a 
move  which  resulted  in  strong  opposition  within  the 
college.  In the recording he recalls his teaching career in 
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the School of Music, as well as at UCC, and the people 
with whom he worked.  He also recalls the setting up of 
the first traditional Irish music group in which he played, 
the Irish music of the 1960’s and ‘70’s, and the projects 
which he assigned to his music students.  Tomás’s wife, 
Helen,  also  made  several  valuable  contributions  during 
the course of the recording.

NAME:  PROFESSOR SEAN P.  TEEGAN,  BORN 1923, 
BISHOPSTOWN, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 10
Subject: A witness to great change
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 79:04
Description:    Sean Teegan was reared by his maternal 
grandparents,  the  Mooneys  of  Lower  Glanmire  Road, 
following the untimely death of his father when Sean was 
still a boy.  He was schooled at the North Monastery, and 
won a scholarship to UCC to study Science.  He later was 
awarded  a  Doctorate  from  Cambridge,  and  taught  in 
Leeds University for  some time afterwards.   In 1951 he 
was appointed to UCC, where he lectured in Chemistry. 
In the 1950’s in Cork an extraordinary variety of musical 
events were available to the public,  and Sean has clear 
recollection  of  meeting  Aloys  Fleischmann  at  the  Cork 
Gramophone  Circle,  and  establishing  a  very  fond 
friendship  which  was  to  last  till  Aloys’s  death.   He 
discusses his career at UCC and the growth in the various 
departments during his time there.  He is now enjoying his 
well earned relaxation, having retired from UCC in 1984.

NAME: FR PAT AHERN, BORN 1932, TRALEE
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 11 
Subject: A passion for the Performing Arts
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 67:01
Description:   Moyvane in North Kerry is the homeplace of 
Pat Ahern, who was born into a farming family there.  He 
was  educated  initially  in  Listowel,  then at  St  Brendan’s 
College  Killarney  and  he  studied  for  the  priesthood  at 
Maynooth.   He  discusses  his  early  introduction  to  an 
appreciation  of  music,  when  he  joined  the  choir  at 
Maynooth.  His first appointment as a priest was to Tralee, 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  Bishop  of  Kerry  made  a 
decision to send the young priest to UCC to study for a 
B.Mus  under  Professor  Fleischmann,  who  was  a  great 
inspiration  to  the  young  man.   He  discusses  his  early 
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involvement  with  the Performing Arts in  Tralee,  and the 
setting up of Siamsa Tíre, of which he became Director. 
Music and dance are his passions and he describes the 
roots of these passions and their great importance in his 
life and career.  He is now retired from the Directorship of 
Siamsa Tíre and is content that the present generation is 
continuing to nurture the performing arts in Kerry.

NAME:  KITTY  BUCKLEY,  BORN  1951,  CORK  CITY 
LIBRARY
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 12
Subject: A Music Librarian
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 56:16
Description:   Kitty Buckley is Librarian at Cork City Library 
where she has worked in the music section for the past 31 
years.  She grew up and was educated in Carrigtwohill, 
later graduating with a Degree in Music from UCC.  She 
was a great admirer of Prof. Fleischmann, his mentoring 
and  his  passion  for  music.   Kitty  Buckley  was  largely 
responsible for the setting up of the music section of Cork 
City  Library.   She  recalls  the  colourful  characters  who 
would  frequent  the  library  and  the  music  section.   She 
discusses  the  major  government  cutbacks  during  1987 
when culture and the arts were badly hit,  but describes 
how Prof. Fleischmann was instrumental in the survival of 
the music library in Cork City.   Kitty discusses the Cork 
Choral Festival and its growth and success over the years, 
and  the  wonderful  legacy  left  to  the  city  by  Prof. 
Fleischmann.

NAME: CANON SEAN TERRY,  BORN 1933,  AGHADA, 
CO CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 13
Subject: A man of music
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 55:35
Description:    Churchtown  South  in  east  Cork  is  the 
birthplace of Sean Terry, who from his earliest years, had 
a great interest in music.  He was ordained at Maynooth, 
and  spent  some  time  ministering  in  Wales,  before  his 
appointment to St Colman’s College, Fermoy in 1962.  He 
was  to  spend  four  consecutive  summers  studying  the 
teaching of music for schools, which included composition, 
conducting, listening and identification, a method he used 
in  his  music  classes on his  return to  St  Colman’s.   He 
discusses  his  appointment  to  teach  at  UCC  by  Prof. 
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Fleischmann and the chairmanship of the advisory board 
set  up  to  advise  the  Bishops  on  Church  Music  after 
Vatican II.  In 1977 he retired from St Colman’s and is now 
enjoying his quieter days in Aghada.

NAME: MÁIRÍN QUILL, WELLESLEY TERRACE, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 14
Subject: A fitting tribute
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 47:51
Description:   The story of the arrival of the Fleischmann 
family to Cork is narrated by Máirín Quill in this recording. 
The family lived in the house beside the Quill’s residence 
for  some  time,  and  Máirín  recounts  some  amusing 
anecdotes  about  Tilly  Fleischmann  and  her  students  of 
piano.  She recalls an occasion in her early life as a TD for 
the  Progressive  Democrats,  when  Prof.  Fleischmann 
arrived at her office in Leinster House to discuss an issue 
related to music in Cork city.  She recalls the days when 
school choirs did not exist and is very pleased indeed that 
most schools today can boast of an active choir.  She is 
filled with praise for the work of Fr Sean Terry,  and his 
inspirational guidance of school choirs.  “Different streams 
form one river” declares Máirín Quill as she discusses the 
growth and achievements of the ballet,  traditional music 
and  dance,  and  orchestral  and  classical  music  in  Cork 
city.

NAME:  PROFESSOR  MICHÉAL  O  SÚILLEABHÁIN, 
BORN 1950, UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 15
Subject: A life in music
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 59:51
Description:   Michéal O Súilleabhaín was born and grew 
up in Clonmel  where his parents were in business.   He 
began to take piano lessons at the age of 10 and by age 
13 he was a member of a local rock band.  His interest in 
classical music was stirred at around the age of 16 by his 
music  teacher  and  by  his  parents’  interest.   He  would 
listen to composer Brian Boydell on radio regularly, as he 
discussed his work in contemporary classical music.  He 
studied music at UCC where he had a great introduction 
to traditional  music,  and following  his  graduation  with  a 
B.Mus, he studied for a Masters in 1973.  While he was a 
student  at  UCC,  Professor  Fleischmann  was  very 
impressed  with  his  work  on  composition.   Micháel  O 
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Súilleabháin  taught  music  in  Clonmel  VEC,  where  he 
formed a strong orchestra and a chamber  choir,  before 
teaching in Dungarvan for one year and then returning to 
teach at UCC.  Professor Fleischmann asked him to assist 
him in his major  work on Irish traditional  music sources 
and  on  the  Professor’s  death,  he  continued  this  work, 
publishing it in 1998.  In 1994 he took up the position of 
Head of The World Academy of Music and Dance in the 
University of Limerick, and he discusses his reasons for 
taking up this post.

NAME:  SR.  MIRIAM  BUCKLEY,  BORN  1950,  POOR 
CLARE CONVENT, COLLEGE ROAD, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 16
Subject: A life of music and contemplation
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 55:45
Description:   Miriam Buckley grew up in Waterford, and 
studied  music  under  Aloys  Fleischmann  at  UCC, 
graduating  with  a  B.Mus.   She  discusses  her  days  at 
UCC,  and  the  influence  of  her  teacher  Sean  O  Riada. 
She  recalls  her  contemporaries  on  the  course,  people 
such as Micheál  O Súilleabháin  and Richard Goodison. 
She  very  much  enjoyed  playing  the  viola  in  the 
Fleischmann  Orchestra  and  she  also  taught  piano  part 
time at the School of Music.  She was involved in a music 
group,  Pangar  Bán,  in  the  early  1970’s,  which  later 
became known as ‘The Tribal Gathering’, to the dismay of 
Prof. Fleischmann!  While studying for her M.A in 1975, 
she  made the decision  to  enter  the  Poor  Clare  Sisters 
rather than complete her studies, and she discusses the 
reasons for this huge decision.
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NAME: SEOIRSE BODLEY, BORN 1933, DUBLIN
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 17
Subject: A musician and composer
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 56:17
Description:   Seoirse Bodley was recorded at his home in 
Dublin.   He  recalls  his  schooldays  and  his  initial 
introduction to music.  He was taught to play the mandolin 
by his father, who was a huge influence on his young life. 
He  was  always  fascinated  by  the  sounds  of  various 
instruments,  and would regularly  be found at  Piggots in 
Dublin,  who  had  a  system  of  hiring  out  musical 
instruments.   He studied at  UCD for  his  B.Mus,  and in 
1955 he left for Germany to continue his musical studies. 
From 1957 – 1959 he was based in Stuttgart, where he 
studied  piano,  composition  and  conducting.   He  was 
appointed  part-time  music  lecturer  in  UCD  once  his 
studies in Germany were completed, and he discusses his 
long career there.  His inspiration for his own compositions 
is discussed, his work for RTE, and the highlights such as 
his composition played at the opening of the new National 
Concert  Hall.   He has fond memories of his association 
with Aloys Fleischmann and is proud of the fact that Aloys 
was an admirer of his work.

NAME: JOHN BUCKLEY,  BORN 1951,  ST.  PATRICK’S 
COLLEGE, DUBLIN
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 18
Subject: A teacher and composer
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 49:27
Description:    John  Buckley  is  Head  of  the  Music 
Department at St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin. 
He discusses his work on harmony and counterpoint with 
academic students and supervising them for their Masters 
or PhD theses.  John comes from West Limerick and grew 
up in an atmosphere of traditional music.  He picked up 
the skills of musical notation at a young age and played 
the  button  accordion.   He  studied  the  flute  and  later 
composition  at  the  Royal  Irish  Academy  of  Music  and 
graduated with a Research Masters Degree from UCC in 
1980,  having  studied  under  Prof.  Fleischmann.   He 
discusses his early career as a Primary School teacher, 
his work in composing, his commissioned pieces and his 
views on the work of Aloys Fleischmann.
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NAME:  LT.  COL.  BRENDAN  POWER,  BORN  1951, 
CATHAL BRUGHA BARRACKS, DUBLIN
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 19
Subject: An Army musician
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 36:29
Description:   Brendan Power is Director of the Defence 
Forces  School  of  Music  at  Cathal  Brugha  Barracks  in 
Dublin.  He recalls his schooldays in Clonmel during which 
he attended music lessons.  His love of music brought him 
to UCC in 1969 from where he graduated with a B.Mus 
having  begun  initially  to  study  dentistry  and  changing 
course after two years.  He had attended public lectures 
given  by  Prof.  Fleischmann,  and  his  area  of  study 
undertook  a major  change in  direction  as  a result.   He 
worked  as  a  teacher  for  one  year  in  Clonmel  after 
graduating, and then joined the Army in 1978.  He spent 
two and a half years in Dublin, and then was appointed to 
Athlone, where he spent eight years as a band conductor. 
He was then appointed conductor to the Army No. 1 Band, 
with  responsibility  for  the  three  bands  at  the  Military 
Barracks.   He discusses the recruitment  and training of 
band members at the Barracks.

NAME:  VIVIENNE RYAN,  BORN 1943,  MARBLE HALL 
PARK, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 20
Subject: A great Administrator
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 43:31
Description:   Vivienne Ryan grew up in Marble Hall.  She 
always  loved  reading  and  was  very  happy  in  her  own 
company.   She  worked  in  Administration  with  the  Cork 
Choral Festival and the Cork Film Festival from 1969 to 
1986.  She recalls her job interview for this position, and 
remarks that she was one of the first full-time employees. 
She was a great admirer of the great energy evident in the 
office, the wonderful voluntary work undertaken, and the 
logistics involved in managing all the visiting international 
choirs.   She  recalls  Prof.  Fleischmann,  who  was 
constantly on top of proceedings, and his valiant efforts in 
attempting to secure funding.  Financial difficulties arose 
in 1986, when her position in the office became untenable, 
much to her regret.  She looks back fondly on those years, 
and on the success of the Muskerry singers, with whom 
she sang.
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NAME: ANN QUAIN (NEE NEESON), BORN 1930, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CDs 21 & 
22
Subject: Geraldine and Sean Neeson recalled
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 63:54 and 43:45
Description:   Ann Quain is the daughter of Geraldine and 
Sean Neeson,  and her home is enhanced by wonderful 
memorabilia of her parents’ lives and careers.  Geraldine 
Neeson was a piano teacher and fine performer, and was 
also an actor, radio presenter and journalist,  and she is 
recalled  by  her  daughter  with  great  admiration  and 
affection.   Sean Neeson  was  a  Gaelgeóir,  Professor  of 
Irish at  UCC and predecessor  to Sean O Riada in  that 
position.  He was a contemporary of Aloys Fleischmann 
Snr.,  and  his  wife  Tilly  anecdotally  recalls  her  parents’ 
long association with the Fleischmann family.  Ann herself 
has been steeped in the arts from her earliest years.  She 
attended St  Angela’s  College  where  her  mother  taught, 
which created interesting tensions!  Ann recalls her first 
auditions as an actor, her early days in ballet  with Joan 
Denise Moriarty, the wonderfully creative work undertaken 
by  Prof.  Aloys  Fleischmann  and  Joan  Denise  Moriarty. 
She also recalls An Tostal and her performances with the 
CCYMS in Castle Street.  Her vivid memories of the death 
of her mother Geraldine Neeson are also included in the 
recording.

NAME:  DAN  DONOVAN,  BORN  1926,  TURNER’S 
CROSS, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 23
Subject: A genius in Drama and Theatre
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 70:28
Description:   Dan Donovan was recorded in his home in 
Turner’s Cross and he initially related a funny story about 
Kruger Kavanagh’s invitation to Aloys Fleischmann to sing 
one night in Ballyferriter.  Dan has many happy memories 
of  Aloys  Fleischmann  during  his  college  days,  and 
discusses the great work done by Aloys and Joan Denise 
Moriarty  in  major  productions  with  the  Cork  Orchestral 
Society.   These productions  amounted to  an  enormous 
cultural expansion in the city, which could not have come 
about  without  the voluntary approach to the work.   Dan 
worked as compere for  many years at  the Cork Choral 
Festival,  which  is  a  major  and  very  important  cultural 
event annually.
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NAME:  DOUGLAS  GUNN,  BORN  1935, 
CASTLEMARTYR, CO CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 24
Subject: A musician and sound engineer
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 50:39
Description:   Douglas Gunn traces his family history, and 
is  proud  to  reveal  that  his  great-grandfather  was  a 
bottlemaker in Cork city.  Douglas grew up in Dublin, and 
was  a  choirboy  in  St  Patrick’s  Cathedral.   In  1957  he 
trained as a sound operator and in 1961 he was appointed 
to  RTE,  as  a  sound  and  balance  control  officer.   The 
following year he was appointed to RTE in Cork where he 
was  in  charge  of  sound  until  1969.   The studios  were 
attached to the old School of Music.  He also worked as a 
script writer for the RTE Guide in the early days and he 
formed the Douglas Gunn Ensemble with which he played 
the recorders.  He compiled many recordings for RTE in 
the  City  Hall  with  the  Cork  Symphony  Orchestra  and 
worked closely with Aloys Fleischmann.

NAME:  PROF.  MÁIRE  MULCAHY,  BORN  1937, 
BISHOPSTOWN, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 25
Subject: A life in academia
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 54:40
Description:    Máire  Mulcahy  is  former  Professor  of 
Zoology at UCC.  She is a native of Cork city, attended St. 
Angela’s  College,  and  later  UCC  where  she  studied 
physics, biology, chemistry and zoology.  She was always 
acquainted  with  Aloys  Fleischmann  through  family 
contacts, and she had many encounters with the professor 
as  she  had  performed  as  a  ballet  dancer  during  her 
teenage  years.   She  recalls  his  huge  enthusiasm  for 
musical performance in the city.  Máire and her husband, 
Noel, left for Manchester to further their academic careers, 
and  Máire  graduated  with  a  PhD  in  biochemistry. 
Tragically Noel  died in the Aer Lingus crash off  Tuskar. 
Máire was later appointed to lecture on zoology at UCC. 
Some time later she married Brian McCarthy whom she 
had known since her childhood.
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NAME: JIM CORR, BORN 1936, HETTYFIELD, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 26
Subject: A politician recalls
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 35:54
Description:    This  recording was  compiled  at  the  Lord 
Mayor’s  chambers  in  City  Hall,  Cork.   Jim  Corr  twice 
served as Lord Mayor of Cork during his 36 years in local 
government  as  a  Fine  Gael  councillor.   He  recalls  his 
schooldays  at  Christians  and  becoming  involved  in 
amateur drama productions.  He graduated as a teacher 
from UCC, and spent six years in Nigeria  teaching in a 
Catholic school run by Cork nuns and later in a school run 
by SMA priests.  He speaks of his memories of his return 
to Cork, and Aloys Fleischmann’s constant attempts to get 
funding during Jim’s early days in Cork City Council.  He 
discusses  the  fight  for  survival  of  the  National  Ballet 
Company which was ultimately unsuccessful and explains 
anecdotally  the great  Fleischmann involvement  with  the 
Choral Festival and other musical events in the city.

NAME:  LINDSAY  ARMSTRONG,  BORN 1942,  DUBLIN 
AND GILLIAN SMITH, BORN 1942, DUBLIN
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 27
Subject: Dedicated to music
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 57:10
Description:   This recording was compiled at Lindsay and 
Gillian’s home in Ranelagh.  Lindsay was born in Belfast, 
and was  taught  to  play the  oboe by Derek  Bell  of  The 
Chieftans.  He was awarded a scholarship to the Academy 
in  London  and  was  invited  to  join  the  Radio  Eireann 
Symphony  Orchestra  in  Dublin  in  1963.   He  recalls 
meeting Aloys Fleischmann in Dublin, when he conducted 
the orchestra, and he and Gillian, his wife, were later to 
spend many happy evenings  in  the Fleischmann home, 
through  the  friendship  which  existed  between  the 
Fleischmann family and Olive Smith, Gillian’s mother.  He 
discusses  the  setting  up  of  the  new  Irish  Chamber 
Orchestra in 1970 and his deep involvement with it.

Gillian Smith, who is married to Lindsay Armstrong, talks 
about  her  career  in  music,  and  explains  that  Aloys 
Fleischmann  and  her  mother,  Olive  Smith,  were  co-
campaigners in the promotion of the very important Music 
Association of Ireland from its foundation in 1948/1949.  In 
1952, a book entitled Music in Ireland – A Symposium was 
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published for the MAI by Cork University Press, and its 
editor was Prof. Aloys Fleischmann.

NAME: ESTHER GREEN, BORN 1940, KILLARNEY
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CDs 28 & 
29
Subject: A fascinating life
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 52:12 and 38:10
Description:    Tralee is the birthplace of Esther Greene. 
She  spent  a  short  time  in  Dingle  following  her  father’s 
death  and  prior  to  moving  to  live  in  England  with  her 
mother.  She entered the Mercy Convent in Tralee and her 
given name was Sr. Marie Regina.  She had always had a 
huge interest in music and attended UCC to study for a 
B.A and B.Mus, studying under Prof. Aloys Fleischmann, 
who was to have a major influence on her life.  She was 
one of a group of Mercy sisters who went to the USA to 
found a new centre there during her study period for her 
B.Mus.  Thirteen years later she arrived back in Cork and 
later graduated with her B.Mus.  She returned to the U.S. 
to teach with the Mercy sisters in Los Angeles, but in 1982 
she  was  requested  to  return  to  Dundalk  to  study  the 
documents of  Vatican II.   It  was here that  she met her 
future husband, Joseph Greene.

NAME:  DR.  JAMES  GOOD,  BORN  1924,  CORK,  FR. 
NICHOLAS  MOTHERWAY,  BORN  1941,  COLUMBAN 
MISSIONARY
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 30
Subject: Memories of the Fleischmann family
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 76:05
Description:   Dr Good and Fr Motherway have both had 
the  privilege  of  knowing  the  Fleischmann  family.   Fr. 
Nicholas graduated with a B.Mus from UCC, and studied 
under Prof. Fleischmann.  He also studied piano with Tilly 
Fleischmann and he recalls  several  amusing anecdotes 
about  that  time.   Fr.  James  recalls  early  memories  of 
listening to beautiful Gregorian Chant at the cathedral in 
Cork, under the direction of Herr Fleischmann.  He was 
later on the teaching staff of UCC with Prof. Fleischmann. 
Aloys  Fleischmann’s  professorship  at  UCC  is 
affectionately  recalled,  and  the  banter  between  the two 
priests  about  events  of  those  days  was  wonderful  to 
record.  Fr James explains the circumstances surrounding 
the  carving  of  a  headstone  in  memory  of  Herr 
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Fleischmann, and both priests discuss their days working 
on the missions in Africa.

NAME:  NORA  BROWNE,  BORN  1928,  GLASHEEN 
ROAD, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 31
Subject: A librarian remembers
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 60:08
Description:   Nora Browne is a former librarian at UCC. 
She came with her family at a young age from Macroom to 
live  in  Glasheen  Road.   She  was  involved  in  amateur 
dramatics while at school, and studied for an Arts degree 
and H.Dip in Education at UCC.  She taught for a short 
period at  South Presentation Convent,  and in  1969 she 
attended  UCD  in  Earlsfort  Terrace,  and  qualified  as  a 
librarian.  She returned to UCC, and worked in the library 
at the Aula Maxima.  She speaks about  her days there 
and the work  involved.   She made the acquaintance of 
Prof.  Aloys  Fleischmann  at  the  music  library  where  he 
would spend a lot of his time.

NAME:  TREASA HEALY  (NÍ  EALUITHE),  BORN 1935, 
GLANMIRE, CORK
Title:  Irish  Life  and Lore Fleischmann Collection  CD 32 
and CD 33
Subject: Teaching music in schools
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 78:54 and 31:20
Description:    Treasa Healy grew up in Sullivan’s Quay, 
and from an early age she displayed great talent for music 
and voice.  At the age of 12 she conducted a choir for the 
Presentation  Sisters,  and  in  1954,  aged  19,  she 
participated in the first Choral Festival in Cork.  Her career 
of teaching singing part-time in schools, at the rate of 6/9d 
per  hour  from  the  VEC,  began,  and  shortly  thereafter 
Paddy  Parfrey,  Head  of  The  School  of  Commerce, 
appointed her as a full-time teacher, and she taught for 6 
years in this capacity.   In 1965,  she became redundant 
when the curriculum for schools was altered, and music 
became an official  subject.   She had also undertaken a 
secretarial course at this time and she gained a part-time 
secretarial  position at  UCC in 1965.   Prof.  Fleischmann 
required secretarial assistance in the Music Department, 
so she was also appointed to this position.  She recalls 
some wonderfully  talented  students  such  as  Micháel  O 
Súilleabhaín.   She had the unenviable task of informing 
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Prof. Fleischmann of the death of Tilly Fleischmann.  In 
1970, having qualified with a B.A. from UCC, she began to 
teach in Scoil  Naofa where she remained for two years, 
and  subsequently,  she  taught  singing  in  the  North 
Presentation Convent until her retirement in 2000.

NAME:  MONICA  GAVIN  (NEE  O’CONNELL),  BORN 
1933, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 34
Subject: Recollections of a Ballet Dancer
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 65:23
Description:   From 1954 until 1974, Monica Gavin was a 
student  and  professional  dancer  with  Joan  Denise 
Moriarty.  She discusses the complete personality of Miss 
Moriarty, her manner and style, her persona and her great 
gift for dance.  She recalls the professional collaboration 
between  Joan  Denise  Moriarty  and  Prof.  Fleischmann. 
She has clear memories of performances at the old Opera 
House  in  earlier  times,  and  she  describes  the  great 
assistance provided to the dance company by the local 
ICA  members  while  the  company  was  on  tour.   She 
remembers  by  name  the  dancers  and  the  stage 
management  personnel  during  their  days  on  tour  in 
Ireland and abroad.  She maintains that Ms. Moriarty was 
well before her time in that she had a huge interest in folk 
theatre  and  dance  and  she  recalls  the  great  sadness 
surrounding the resignation of this fine lady.

NAME:  ANNE  FLEMING  (NEE  RYAN)  AND  MONICA 
GAVIN (NEE O’CONNELL), CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 35
Subject: Joan Denise Moriarty recalled
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 64:13
Description:   Anne Fleming and Monica Gavin recall their 
early  days  as  students of  Joan Denise  Moriarty  at  The 
Cork  Ballet  Group,  which  later  became the Cork  Ballet 
Company.   Their  student  days  began  at  a  small  studio 
where now stands the Marks and Spencer premises.  Both 
ladies recall the progression of dance through the 1950’s 
and 60’s, the huge interest which existed in Cork at that 
time, the high rate of volunteerism, the lack of resources 
financially,  the  dedication  of  the  dancers,  and  the 
professional collaboration between Joan Denise Moriarty 
and Prof. Fleischmann in the promotion and teaching of 
music  and  dance  in  Cork.   Ann  and  Monica  have 
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wonderful memories of the visit of the Company to Europe 
during  the  height  of  their  popularity,  and  the  really 
enthusiastic reception they were afforded.  Both ladies still 
hold  Joan Denise  Moriarty  in  their  affections,  and have 
great admiration for her dedication and her achievements.

NAME: LAVINIA ANDERSON, BORN 1941, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 36
Subject: A lifetime in Dance
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 45:20
Description:    At  the  age  of  seven,  Lavinia  Anderson 
began her dance student days with Joan Denise Moriarty. 
She  recalls  her  teaching  techniques  and  her  complete 
dedication  to  the  dance.   In  1958,  when  the  dance 
company turned professional, the members were willing to 
work  for  very  little  money  so  that  the  company  would 
survive.  The great popularity of Joan Denise Moriarty in 
the  city  down  through  the  decades  was  discussed. 
Lavinia recalls by name the costume designer, the make-
up artists, the stage manager, the lighting technician, and 
other  staff  involved  in  the  productions.   The  dance 
companies were always in a financially precarious position 
and Lavinia recalls the many and various schemes which 
operated  to  keep  them  afloat.   The  professional 
relationship  of  Joan  Denise  Moriarty  and  Prof. 
Fleischmann is discussed, and anecdotal stories are told 
about their collaboration at work.

NAME: MÁIRE MULCAHY, BORN 1922, CROSSHAVEN
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 37
Subject: A gifted violinist
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 39:27
Description:    Máire Mulcahy is a native of Blackpool in 
Cork city, where her father worked as a tailor.  At a very 
young age she attended violin lessons with Mr Bernardo, 
over  Piggott’s  Music  Shop,  and  she  later  attended  the 
School  of  Music  where  she  was  taught  by  Aloys 
Fleischmann Snr.  In her teens she became a member of 
the Cork Symphony Orchestra, and she also sang in the 
North  Cathedral  Choir,  the  director  of  which  was  also 
Aloys  Fleischmann  Snr.   Máire  Mulcahy  jovially  recalls 
Cork City in the 1930’s and ‘40’s, the old School of Music, 
and the old library where she spent many happy hours. 
Her  father  was  known  as  a  ‘West  End  Cutter’  in  his 
tailoring business, which was thriving in those days.  She 
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has  fond  memories  of  Prof.  Fleischmann,  whom  she 
describes as “a wholesome person”.

NAME: MÁIRE NÍ MURCHADHA, CORK
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 38
Subject: A life in broadcasting
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 55:38
Description:   Maíre Ní Murchadha is former Head of RTE 
Cork.  She was born in Dublin where her father served as 
an  Army  Officer.   When  Maírín  was  young  the  family 
moved to Cork.  Her introduction to Radio Eireann came in 
1960 in Dublin, and later that year she was appointed to 
Cork  city.   Four  years  later  she  became  a 
presenter/producer  at  the  station.   She  discusses  the 
outside  broadcasts  of  children’s  programmes which  she 
produced and presented in Cork,  in her words – ‘social 
documentaries’, and the great assistance afforded to her 
by Fr.  James Good.  Maíre Ní Murchadha was the first 
female producer/presenter to win a Jacobs Award.   The 
radio  studios  in  the  early  days  were  situated  over  the 
School of Music and Maíre was instrumental in providing a 
voice on radio for the gifted students.  Her introduction to 
Prof.  Fleischmann came about  when she produced and 
presented a series of programmes called ‘The Echo Boys’ 
in  the 1970’s,  and she discusses her work  in  recording 
and broadcasting the choirs  during  the Choral  Festivals 
over many years.  She retired from RTE in 1993.

NAME:  DR.  DICK  SHANAHAN,  BORN  1926, 
FARRANFORE, CO KERRY
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 39
Subject: A passion for music
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 58:49
Description:   Dr Dick Shanahan practised as a General 
Practitioner  in  Farranfore  for  many  years  and  has  now 
retired.  His great passion in life is composition and the 
teaching of  music.   He studied medicine  at  UCC in the 
years between 1943 – 1949, where he would attend the 
public  lectures  given  by  Prof.  Fleischmann.   These 
lectures awakened his intense love of music.  He recalls 
the  performances  at  the  old  Cork  Opera  House,  the 
orchestra,  the corps  de ballet,  the general  ambience of 
these occasions.  He discusses at length the voice as an 
instrument and in earlier days he was choirmaster at Firies 
in Co Kerry.  He talks about the influence of people such 
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as John B. Keane and James N. Healy in the dramatics 
arena, and he recalls the success and eventual failure of 
the  Bach  Festival  in  Killarney  in  the  1970’s.   Dick’s 
daughter Veronica also recalls her studentship under Prof. 
Fleischmann at  UCC,  and the rumours which  circulated 
about the spirits of the great composers which would visit 
the home of Prof. Fleischmann.

NAME: BRIAN O ROURKE, BORN 1941, DUBLIN
Title: Irish Life and Lore Fleischmann Collection CD 40
Subject: A family tradition in music
Recorded by: Maurice O’Keeffe
Date: 2009
Time: 38:46
Description:   The Concert Hall in Dublin was the venue 
for this recording with Brian O’Rourke, General Manager 
of the RTE National Symphony Orchestra.  He grew up in 
Dublin and his father was a member of one of the oldest 
dance  bands  in  the  city  –  The  St.  James’s  Brass  and 
Reed Band.  Because of his intense interest in the band, 
Brian’s  father collected a great  resource of  memorabilia 
relating  to  it  and  its  music,  and  as  a  result  Prof. 
Fleischmann would visit  the O’Rourke home regularly to 
use  the  resource.   Brian  O’Rourke  himself  won  a 
scholarship to the Royal  Academy in London,  where he 
studied the clarinet.  In 1966 he returned to Ireland and 
was  appointed  Principal  Clarinet  in  the  Radio  Eireann 
Symphony  Orchestra,  where  he  remained  for  about  30 
years.  Due to disability he had to resign his position with 
the orchestra and began work in the Personnel Division. 
Brian enjoyed a long and productive association with Prof. 
Fleischmann during his long career in music.
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