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GERMANY’S SUPER-SUBMARINE.
❖

V

A VISIT TO THE  GERMAN FLEET ,

The special correspondent of the uXew York 
Tribune, "  under date Kiel, November 24, sends 
a long account of “  a day with the Kaiser s 
Navy.”  He reports that the Germans appear 
to be banking on a new “  super-Dreadnouglit- 
submarine,”  one of which is I7 32. He was 
permitted to inspect her while her commander 
recited the list of British super-Dreadnoughts 
which he hoped shortly to send to the bottom. 
“  I have some friends on the ‘ Ajax '— that is, 
I had some, ”  this officer said, “  and I shall be 
delighted to meet her, though the “  Lion ”  or 
“  Tiger,”  or even “  King George V .”  will do 
if we do not see the “  A jax .1

Despite this kind of conversation, which ap
pears to be general, the Kiel correspondent 
says “ the Germans are not over-elated." He 
was taken in- a steam pinnance round Kiel 
harbour, “ where two battle squadrons, one of 
eight Dreadnoughts and the other composed of 
an equal number of older battleships, were 
riding at anchor.”

On Board the “  Markgraf,”
He boarded the “ Markgraf”  and found “ all 

the gun-crews being driven at top speed, some 
in pantomime shadow, others with real shells.”  
The correspondent proceeds :—

“  About five hours a day of gun drill are 
now the rule, I was told, as many men among 
the reservists need plenty of work. They 
looked a particularly fine set of men, and went 
at their work as if playing a game. The first 
lieutenant invited the American visitor to the 
forward turret, where he proudly put his two 
12-inch guns through their paces. The British 
Dreadnought is about seven miles away, the 
lieutenant suggested, and then blew a tin 
wliist!e> and the gun crews stood at attention. 
For the next ten minutes pandemonium 
reigned in the turrets. A touch of realism 
was added when one of the 12-inch guns 
jammed, and when the lieutenant shouted the 
last desperate order, which is given when a 
whole gun crew has been put out of action, and 
from below a fresh lot of gunners swarmed up 
to take their places. ‘ I can fire one shot every 
twenty seconds— that is to sav, each gun every 
forty seconds,' the lieutenant explained.

“ All the 6-inch guns on both sides of the 
“ M arkgraf" were in mock action. In the 
hospital wards others were getting practical 
instruction in first-aid work, while the more 
seriously wounded were being placed on the 
operating tables. Elsewhere in the Dread
nought imaginary fires were being extin
guished and every possible contingency was 
being practised for.

Torpedo Practice.
“  Perhaps the most interesting of all was 

the torpedo practice under battle conditions. 
To save time, the water was not pumped out 
of the torpedo tubes before reloading, as in 
peace practice. Here, too, the men were being 
driven along under high pressure and were 
timed. The fast time of one minute five 
seconds was registered for swinging a torpedo 
down from the ceiling, where six spare torpe
does were fastened, ramming it into the 
torpedo tube, and making ready to fire.

The correspondent made a tour of the big 
navy yard, where 8,000 men were working by 
day and 3,000 by night. It was already dark 
and the work of turbine and boiler building 
and so forth was carried on by the light of a 
few small lanterns. He notes as “  most signi
ficant ”  the fact that the work was “  not being- 
pushed in those fighting ships under construc
tion which could not possibly be finished under 
a year, while the main effort was deing devoted 
to those which would be in fighting trim in 
three months or less.”  At Friedrich sort 
another 3,000 men were working night and 
day making torpedoes and torpedo tubes.

Awaiting the Day.
The correspondent reports as noticeable the 

uniformity in the conversation of the officers 
at Kiel. “  All were looking forward to taking 
their part in the great deciding naval engage
ment, all were certain that it would come, and 
all equally scouted the idea that the German 
ships ŵ ere afraid to come out and fight. ‘The 
English will find German warships in the 
North Sea now if they go to look for them / 
one officer remarked. The British numerical 
superiority is chiefly in smaller ships. Another 
said: ‘ In Dreadnoughts we are not at such a 
great disadvantage. But mere superiority in 
tonnage and metal-throwing wfill not be the 
deciding factors in the great battle/ None of 
the officers, however, is willing to hazard a 
guess when the big battle will take place.—  
London “ Times."
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E N G L A N D ’S MISSION TO THE VATICAN.
Rome, Dec. 1.— Great Britain has appointed 

Sir Henrv Howard to be Envoy Extraordinary
  ty

to the Holy See. He is expected to arrive here 
soon.

This recognition of the Holy See at this 
time by Great Britain has caused much com
ment in diplomatic circles, and various sur
mises are afloat, many of them ridiculous. A 
generally accepted version of the immediate 
reason for the appointment of Sir Henry is the 
somewffiat alarming condition in Ireland. The 
Irish Hierarchy have failed to urge enlistment 
of Irishmen in the war so far, and some have 
even stated that “ this is not Ireland’s war.”

Another rumour is that England’s move in 
this matter is in line with pressure she is 
bringing to bear to divorce Austria from Ger
many, and get the dual monarchy to sue for 
peace.— The ‘ ‘ Indiana Catholic. ’ ’

SCARBOROUGH FORTIFIED.
“  The more the English keep on whimper

ing about ‘ breaches of international law ’ the 
more ridiculous tliev make themselves. His- 
tory has recognised that 110 other nation 
violates international law in so superior a way 
as Great Britain. Notwithstanding, they are 
now once more affecting injured innocence, 
although they know better than anybody else 
that Hartlepool and Scarborough are fortified 
places, and that the German bombardment 
was therefore in 110 respect contrary to inter
national law. We fully believe the ‘ T im es’ 
for once when it savs that the attack of our
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fleet has made a deep impression upon the 
English nation. In the light of this latest 
event we contemplate our ‘ collapse ’ with 
manly complacency." — “  Lokalanzeiger,”  
quoted in London “ Daily Mail.”

JAPANESE ARMY

NOT FOR HIRE.

Tokio, Nov. 17.
There is every indication that the Allies are 

as well able to account for the enemy in Europe 
as Japan has accounted for him in Asia, and 
that the double contingency which the Premier 
has postulated as a condition of Japanese 
action in Europe— disaster to the Allies and 
the recrudescence of the German menace in 
the Ear East— will never arise.

If, however, any of those who have urged 
that Japan should send troops to Europe have 
done so with the idea that the Japanese Army 
may, to put it bluntly, be hired, they have got 
hold of an utterly mistaken notion. Wrapping 
up the wages as an indemnity would have 110 
effect. To the Japanese character the idea of 
mercenary soldiering is loathsome. I asked 
an educated Japanese his opinion on the point.

“ It is not worth discussing,”  he said. 
“ The Japanese soldier will give his life for 
Emperor and country; he will never do it for 
money. No Government would dare propose
it .”  _

This remark puts in a nutshell the substance 
of talk which has been going on regarding the 
possible despatch of troops to Europe. By her 
entry into the European war theatre Japan 
could obtain no compensation in the shape of 
dangers removed or frontiers rectified.— 
London “ Daily Mail.”

ROSSLARE AS A NAVAL  BASE.
It is rumoured that the naval authorities are 

about to make Rosslare a naval base for the 
smaller naval class. A Wexford merchant has 
received an Admiralty order for a large supply 
of coal to be landed at Rosslare.— Enniscorthy 
“ Echo.”

DUBLIN’S LIBERTY HALL .
The Exchange Telegraph states that “ the 

p>olice and military have removed from the 
front of Liberty Hall, the Larkinite head
quarters in Dublin, a large streamer 011 which 
were the words ‘ W e serve neither King nor 
Kaiser but Ireland.’ ”

The Press Bureau have no confirmation of 
the above, and take 110 responsibility for its 
correctness.— London “ Daily Mail.”

*

Home Ru

A MONUMENT TO A SCRAP OF PAPER.
When a letter of invitation to the Volunteer 

review and monster demonstration to be held 
in Limerick 011 December 20th, was read at 
a meeting of the Tipperary Guardians, Mr. 
Denis Quinlan said lie for one would dissent 
from accepting the invitation. They hadn’ t

e got yet, it was suspended, and 
would be amended and bended. When the 
Volunteer procession marched through Limer
ick he hoped they would pass by the Treaty 
Stone and it would remind them of broken 
promises and scraps of paper. They might 
talk of Louvain and Rheims and other places, 
but in Limerick could be seen where the spire 
of St. Mary’ s Cathedral was shelled in times 
gone by.— From “ Tipperary Star”  report.
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THE  FIRST STEP TO NATIONALITY.
The first step to nationality is the open and 

deliberate recognition of it by the people thenr- 
themselves. Once the Irish people declare the 
disconnection of themselves, their feelings, 
and interests from the men, feelings and in
terests of England, they are in march for free
dom. Ireland must bid all whom it concerns 
to know that her interests are separate and 
her rights peculiar. She must trace her fron
tier with firm hand and that frontier will be 
respected.

W e are not English— let us thank God for 
it. England's history is not ours; we are not 
involved in her crimes and need not fear their 
punishment, unless wre provoke it by making 
common cause with her.— Thomas Davis
(Essays).

*
IRELAND.

(1847).
The boat swings to a rusty chain;

The sail, the oar, of use no longer;
The fisher's boy died yester-e'en,

And now the father faints with hunger.
Pale Ireland’s fish is landlord’ s fish,

It gives him costly food and raiment;
A tattered garb, an empty dish,

These are the mournful fisher's payment.

A pastoral sound is on the wind,
With kine the roads are thronged;— oh pity, 

A ragged peasant crawds behind,
And drives them to a sea-port city.

— Pale Ireland's herds the landlord claims— 
That food which Paddy's soul desireth— 

That which would nerve his children's frames, 
The landlord's export trade requireth.

To him the cattle are a fount 
Of joy and luxury never scanty;

And each horned head augments the amount 
Which swells for him the horn of plenty.

In Paris and in London town
His gold makes gaming-tables glitter,

The while his Irish poor lay down 
And die, like flies in winter bitter.

The landlord cares for ox and hound,
Their worth a peasant's worth surpasses !

— Instead of draining marish ground,
Old Ireland's wild and drear morasses—

He leaves the land a boggy fen,
With sedge and useless moss grown over; 

He leaves it to the water-hen,
The rabbit, and the screaming plover.

Yes, 'neath the curse of Heaven ! Of waste 
And wilderness four million acres !

— To you corrupt, outworn, debased,
Yo wakening peals prove slumber-breakers !— 

Oh, Irish land is landlord’s land !
And therefore by the wayside dreary 

The famished mothers weeping stand,
And beg for means their dead to bury.

A wailing cry sweeps like a blast
The length and breath of Ireland thorough; 

The west-wind which my casement passed 
Brought to mine ear that wail of sorrow. 

Faint as a dying man's last sigh,
Came o'er the waves, my heart-strings sear

ing,
The cry of woe, the hunger cry,

The death-cry of poor, weeping Erin.

Erin! she kneels in stricken grief,
Pale, agonised, with wild hair flying*,

And strews the shamrock’s withered leaf 
Upon her children, dead and dying.

She kneels beside the sea, the streams,
And bv her ancient hills’ foundations—

Her, more than Byron's Pome, beseems 
The title, “  Niobe of Nations."
— Translated from the German of Ferdinand 

Freiligrath by Mary Howitt.

WINSTON’S TESTAMENT.

And Winston Churchill said: “ If the Ger
man Navy doesn’ t come out to fight we will 
dig it out like rats from their hiding-place." 
And it came to pass on the next day that, as 
the British Navy lay dozing on the water, 
w êary of waiting for its prey, certain of the 
smallest rats stole forth unobserved and made 
holes in three armoured cruisers, representing 
36,000 ions of British Navy in all. And they 
sank into the sea, together wdth many hun
dreds of crewmen. Whereupon tidings of this 
alarming outbreak of rattery were carried to 
Winston Churchill, and he tore his bald hair 
and cried : “  W hy did I speak so soon?" And 
echo answered “ R a ts !"— Sydney “ Bulletin."

FRANCE AND HER COLONIES.

If they (the French) cannot cease their in
sults, their colonies will be taken from them 
and given to Germany and Italy— we ourselves 
want nothing more— France will be rolled in 
the blood and mud in which her Press daily 
wallows.— London “ DailyM ail," December 1,
1899.

ENGLAND, FRANCE,  AND GERMANY.

The French . . . .  have succeeded in 
thoroughly convincing John Bull that they are 
his inveterate enemies, and that all his at
tempts at conciliation are useless. There wTill 
be no more such attempts. England has long 
hesitated between France and Germany. But 
she has always resjiected the German charac
ter, whereas she has gradually come to feel a 
contempt for France. A country where the 
most monstrous injustice can be perpetrated 
with impunity, a nation whose beloved heroes 
are the forgers of the French General Staff, 
can never be a British ally. Nothing like an 
entente cordiale can subsist between England 
and her nearest neighbour, . . . .  Enough 
of France; she has neither courage, foresight, 
nor sense of humour.— London “ Daily Mail,"
November 9, 1899.

EXIT THE  ABERDEENS.
To the relief of the great bulk of the people 

of Ireland, the Aberdeens are about to leave 
the country. Their resignation has been duly 
handed in and they quit the Viceregal Lodge 
for good in February next. It would be idle to 
conceal the fact that the public are heartily 
delighted at the news. Lord Aberdeen had a 
salary of £20,000 a year out of the taxes for 
acting as Viceroy. He spent as little of this 
as he could in Ireland. Other Viceroys not 
alone were lavish with their official salary, 
but dispensed often as much more in the year 
out of their own moneys. The Aberdeens 
saved everv stiver they could, and this mean-V' J

ness in money matters was particularly detest
able to the Irish people. Their crowning act 
of niggardliness seems almost incredible. The 
Aberdeens were expected to spend ten thousand 
a year on official entertainments in Dublin 
Castle. They tried to utilise the case of the 
wounded soldiers to make a saving of this 
sum for themselves. They proposed to turn 
Dublin Castle into an hospital for the wounded. 
This would save them at one stroke <£10,000. 
To rig up the Castle as an hospital would cost 
£3,000. They had the effrontery to ask the 
public to contribute this sum, and they sub
scribed themselves the noble item of £100 out
of the £10,000 they expected to save. It was 
the public ridicule that this exposure brought 
upon their heads that made their retention of 
the post impossible. In face of a transaction 
like this, it is hardly necessary to refer to their 
other “ econom ies"— all of which were so 
hateful to the National spirit of Irishmen. 
The presents made to the Aberdeens when they 
attended various public functions in the 
country, were carefully handed over to second
hand dealers, and disposed of for whatever 
they would fetch. This was one side of their 
activities. Another side dealt with Lady 
Aberdeen's Consumption Crusade. Her lady
ship sought a bubble popularity by professing 
a great anxiety to extirpate the microbe of 
Consumption from Ireland. Even in this 
matter they contrived to save money. Her 
expenses in travelling to various meetings in 
the country were carefully charged to the 
funds raised in connection with the Crusade. 
What the cry did for Ireland was to give the 

‘ country a bad name, and to heap up useless 
taxation on the ratepayers. The cry of Con
sumption was made a scoff against the Irish 
people in other parts of the world. The view 
was spread abroad that the Irish were reeking 
with this White Plague, and that it was 
dangerous to approach them or live near them.

That was one main result of Lady Aberdeen's 
exertions. It was bad enough that she spread 
the notion broadcast that the Irish people were 
a dying and decaying race, infected with the 
microbe of tuberculosis. But this was not all. 
Her remedies for this state of things consisted 
in creating a new horde of officials with hand
some salaries, all charged to the ratepayers. 
It was a wanton, wasteful agitation designed 
to secure for the Aberdeens a cheap popularity 
as persons profoundly interested in the health 
of the country. Their departure from Ireland 
will end that state of things. It is amusing to 
observe the anxiety of the placehunters about 
their resignation. For weary days and weeks 
and years these placehunters have been using 
all the arts of flattery and servility to in-
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gratiate themselves at the Viceregal Lodge. 
To their intense amazement they now find all 
their labours, and all their underground 
burro wings gone for nothing. They are 
appealing in every mood and tense to the 
Aberdeens to hold on. But as everybody 
knows their motives, their outcry onlv serves 
to make the situation the more ridiculous. 
Ireland is well rid of the Aberdeens. We can
not possibly have worse, and wre are certain 
to get something at least a shade better. Lady 
Aberdeen’s letter to the Editor of the “ Free
man’s Journal," in which it came to light that 
she was really dictating the political articles 
and attacks in that Castle organ, was an act 
in itself that should have compelled their exit 
months ago from Dublin Castle. It was “ Sinn 
Fein" that brought that letter to light. “ Sinn 
Fein" is now suppressed, but the Aberdeens 
have had to go.— “ The Midland Reporter."

OH! ERIN.

Oh ! Erin ! in thine hour of need,
Thy warriors wander o ’er the earth;

For others’ liberties they bled,
Nor guard the land that gave them birth;

In foreign fields it is their doom
To seek— their, fame; to find— their tomb.

For them no friend of early days 
A tear of kindred grief shall shed;

Nor maiden’ s prayer, nor minstrel's lays 
Shall hallow their neglected bed.

They sleep beneath the silent stone,
To country lost— to fame unknown.

— John D’ Alton ( “ Popular and Patriotic 
P o e try "— compiled by Richard J. 
Kelly, K.C.).

THE TWO PARTIES IN IRELAND.
Put no faith in Toryism and as little in

C J

Whiggery. There are only two parties in 
Ireland— those who suffer from her degrada
tion and those who profit by it.— “  The
Nation "  (No. 1, Oct. 15, 1842).

THE CONVENTION.
Leave the people its elections in appearanc 

but tamper with the results.— Machiavellf.

*

P A R N E L L  AND THE  “ F R E E M A N ’S 
JO U R N AL.”

“ I would point out that the ‘ Freeman's 
Journal’ " — (A voice: “ Down with i t ! " ) —  
“  has from the commencement impeded and 
obstructed the National Land League in carry
ing out its objects. I can recollect the Land 
Meeting of which this is the anniversary, the 
second meeting in the west, at which I ap
peared and asked 3rou to keep a firm grip on 
your holdings (loud cheers). We were de
nounced in the leading article of this same 
‘ Freeman’s Journal ’ as Communists (groans 
and cries of ‘ Down with the W hig Journal,' 
and £ No one will read i t ’ ) for asking for a 
reduction of rents for the tenantry, which I 
say we have been successful in obtaining 
wherever the tenantry of Ireland had the 
courage to follow up our advice."— Charles
Stewart Parnell, 1880.

WAR PICTURE FAKES.
In the illustrated papers there is appearing 

any number of striking pictures shovdng 
batteries of guns going at full gallop through 
a hail of shells in the most dashing fashion 
and utterly regardless of the storm of explo
sives and death beating down upon them. Fine 
pictures certainly. One is thrilled by them. 
But even the ordinary “ recruit smiles at 
them and the experts laugh ."— W. Douglas 
Newton in “  Sunday Chronicle.'’
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NEWS FROM BERLIN.
(German Wireless, per the London “ Times,”  

“  Morning Post,”  and “  Daily M a il.” ) 

Beilin, Dec. 19. 
T H E  P U R S U I T  OF T H E  RUSSIANS.
It is officially reported from Vienna that 

the defeated Russian main forces are being 
pursued along the entire battle front, extend
ing over an area of more than 400 kilometres, 
from Krosno to the mouth of the Bzura. 
Yesterday the enemy was dislodged from his 
positions between Krosno and Zalizyn. On 
the Lower Dunajetz, the allied troops are in 
communication with the enemy's rearguards.

PIOTRKOW STORMED.
In Southern Poland we completed our ad

vance without any serious engagements. 
Fiotrkow and Dezedborg were taken by storm 
yesterday. The heroic garrison of Przemysl 
successfully continued its fighting in the out
lying forts of the fortress. In the Carpathians 
the situation is*not materially changed.

The Vienna reports indicate that the Rus
sians are still maintaining the aggressive in 
the Carpathians, but declare that they are re
treating elsewhere. That Von Hindenburg 
will follow them up to advantage and to the 
fullest extent may be confidently expected.

EGYPTIAN NATIONALISTS AND ITALY.
Representatives of the different groups of 

the Egyptian National Party have pointed out 
to the Italian Government that Egyptians 
would be loyal to the Italian Tripolitania and 
would prove better neighbours for Italy than 
would the British.

G E N E R A L  WELITCHKO KILLED.
The Russian General Welitchko, of Port 

Arthur fame, was killed near Lodz.

TURKS NEARING SUEZ CANAL.
Turkish troops are said to be 15 miles from 

the Suez Canal.
TURKS D EFEAT  RUSSIANS.

The Russians attempted to advance with 
some machine guns near Soutze, on the left 
bank of the Tchoruk, but were driven off after 
five hours’ fighting. Turkish cavalry came in 
contact with the enemy some 15 kilometres 
west of Kotur, and delivered an attack before 
the arrival of the enemy’s infantry. The Rus
sians were driven in the direction of Razikotur.

AUSTRIANS CAPTURE 28,000 RUSSIANS.
Main Headquarters reports this afternoon as 

follows:— “ Yesterday there was .a series of 
hostile attacks in the Western theatre of the 
war. Lighting continues at Xieuport, Bix- 
schoote, and La Bassee. We repelled the 
.enemy’s attacks west of Lens, east of Albert, 
and west of Xoyon. On the East Prussian 
frontier a Russian cavalry attack west of Pill-
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kallen was repulsed. In Poland the pursuit 
continues. Yews is to hand from Vienna 
■stating that on the field of battle at Lizancwa 
the troops have completely routed the enemy, 
of which Western Galicia is now clear. The 
Austro-Hungarian Army has made 28,000 
prisoners and taken a large quantity of war 
material. The Russian loss was enormous. 
The pursuit is being everywhere followed up.

E N G L I S H  R E T R E A T  IN A F R I C A .
Reports have been received from Cape Town 

o f engagements between the English and Ger
man troops at Garub, east of Luderitzbucht, 
on December 16. The battle ended, after two 
hours’ fighting, in the retreat of the English.

I R I S H M A N  D E C O R A T E D  B Y  A U S T R I A .
December 20.

The Austrian Emperor conferred upon Mr. 
O ’Loughlin the Grand Cross of the Order of 
Francis Joseph in recognition of his work in 
connection with the American Christmas ship 
“ Jason.”

B

T H E  P U R S U I T  OF T H E  R U S S IA N S .
In the absence of further details from the 

East the newspapers refrain from further com
ment. While it is announced that the retiring 
Russians are being pursued, nothing is known 
of the nature of the retirement or of the pur
suit, or even of Von Hindenburg’s victory.

In view of the conservative character of the 
official reports Friday’ s announcement that the 
situation at Xieuport is favourable gives rise 
to the expectation that the next news of im
portance may come from that quarter.

T H E  O P E R A T I O N S  IN S E R B I A .
Austrian operations in Serbia appear to have 

been abandoned for the time being. It became

a question either of strengthening their forces 
there or in West Galicia, and the latter course 
was chosen as the most urgent. Events have 
fully justified the decision. Operations in 
Serbia will probably be resumed as soon as the 
Russians have been cleared out of West 
Galicia.

B R Y A N ’S SON AN E N G L I S H  O F F I C E R .
0

Count Reventlow, writing in the “  Tages- 
zeitung,”  attacks the United States Govern
ment in connection with the shipment of war 
munitions, food, etc., to belligerents. He 
states that Mr. Bryan’ s son is an officer in the 
British service and that Mr. Bryan himself
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has openly sided with England. He adds:— 
“  Different things were expected from Presi
dent W ilson.”

E N G L I S H  R E C R U I T I N G  G R E E K S .
The English have established recruiting 

places on the Greek islands Crete and Cepha- 
..onia, where volunteers over the age of 45 are 
enrolled.

TURKS D E F E A T  B R I T I S H .
The Turkish Headquarters reports that 

troops landed at Akaba by a British cruiser 
were attacked by Turks and forced to re-em- 
bark.

LOSS OF A TRENCH NEAR BETHUNE.
Main Headquarters reports as follows :— On 

the west front the enemy ceased his unsuccess
ful attacks upon us in the vicinity of Xieuport 
and Bixschoote. The attacks near La Bassee, 
which were made by the French and English, 
were beaten off with heavy loss to the enemy, 
and 200 coloured and English prisoners fell 
into our hands and some 600 of the English 
soldiers lay on our front. Xear Xotre Dame 
de Lorette, south-east of Bethune, we lost a 
trench, 60 metres long, which Avas taken by 
the enemy, but our losses Avere insignificant. 
W e made some progress in the Argonne and 
took three machine-guns. On the Avest and 
east Prussian frontier there is nothing to re
port. In Poland the Russians are preparing 
strong positions near the Rawka and the Xida. 
W e are attacking them everywhere. Vienna 
reports that our forces on the line from Krosno- 
Zalizyn again met with strong resistance, as 
also did those on the LoAver Dunajetz, Avhere 
heavy firing took place. The Russian rear
guard on the western bank of the river fought 
stubbornly, but they Avere almost completely 
driven off. In Southern Poland some fighting 
took place between our troops and the Russian 
rearguard, the Russians being everywhere 
driven back. Farther nothwards our troops 
passed Pilltsa. The troops of the garrison of 
Przemysl drew back into the fort once their 
task was accomplished, taking aa it11 them some 
hundreds of prisoners.

ALLIES  REPULSED.
December 21.

Yesterday French attacks at Xieuport were 
also repulsed.

BetAveen Richebourg, L ’Avoue, and the 
canal of Auchy-La Basse we attacked the posi
tions of the Anglo-Indian troops. W e stormed 
and captured their trenches, and dislodged 
them from their positions A v ith  heavy losses.

W e captured one cannon, five machine-guns, 
tAvo mine-throAvers, and took 270 English and 
Indian prisoners, including ten officers.

LOST TRENCH R E C A P T U R E D .
The trenches Ave lost to the enemy on Decern-
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her 18 near Xotre Dame de Lorette have since 
been recaptured.

In the neighbourhood of Souain, a little to 
the north-east of Chalons, the French fiercely 
attacked yesterday, and in one place they 
penetrated as far as our outer trenches. Their 
attacks broke down, however, under our fire. 
The French left four officers and 310 men in 
our hands. A large number of dead French
men are lying in front of our positions.

In the Argonne we captured an important 
wooded hill at Le Four de Paris. Three 
machine-guns, one revolver-gun, and 275 
prisoners fell into our hands.

Fierce French attacks north-Avest of Verdun 
failed completely.

ON T H E  E A S T E R N  FRONT .
In East and West Prussia the situation re

mains unchanged.
In Poland Ave continue our attack against 

the enemy’ s positions.
Fighting on the Lower Dunajec continues. 

The Russians haÂ e again established them
selves in force in Galicia as Avell as in South 
Poland. W e have got as far as the Xida.

It is reported from Vienna that the enemy 
advance guard in the district of Latoroza, in 
the Carpathians, have been thrown back. In 
the Xorth-Eastern Lopkou Passes a big battle

is developing. In our attack on the Krosno—  
Zakliozyn front progress has everyAvbere been 
made. In the Coola Valley our troops have 
pressed foiward as far as Tucliow.

D U M - D U M  B U L L E T S .

Professor Ilirscliel, of Heidelberg Univer
sity, publishes in the “ Frankfurter Zeitung ”  
photographs shoAving Avounds caused by British 
dum-dum bullets and treated by him. The 
Professor points out that these bullets cause 
enormous Avounds and terrific laceration of the 
fleshy parts, also splintering of the joints. 
Parts of the bullets found in the Avounds prove 
the methodical preparation of the cartridges.

♦v

THE ANNEXATION OF EGYPT.

E N G L A N D ’ S OPPOSIT ION  TO T H E

M A K I N G  OF T H E  S U E Z  C A N A L .  
(From “ The Suez Canal— Letters and Docu

ments Descriptive of its Rise and Progress in  
1854-1856.”  By Ferdinand De Lesseps.) 

Page 145).

The third objection to the project of the 
Canal is that her Britannic Majesty’ s Ministers 
cannot conceal from themselves that it is 
found on an antagonistic policy on the paid of 
France with regard to Egypt, a policy which 
they hoped and believed had been done away 
Avith by the happy change which has lately 
taken place in the mutual relations of the two 
countries. When the partisans of each 
Government belieA’ed that they could not 
better serve the interests of their own Govern
ment than by Avounding and defeating the in
terests of the other, it was natural that the 
partisans of the French policy should consider 
it an object of great importance to detach Egypt 
from Turkey, in order to disturb the easiest 
means of communication between England and 
India. It Avas in this spirit and Avith this aim 
that very extensive fortifications, planned in 
the War Department at Paris, Avere constructed 
by French engineers on the Mediterranean 
coast of Egypt, to defend that country, if at
tacked, from any naval force coming from 
Turkey. It Avas for this purpose also that the 
great dam Avas made on the Xile, which, under 
pretence of irrigation, though in reality per
fectly useless, furnishes the means of inunda
tion for the military defence of a part of the 
Delta, and is also intended to serve as a barrier 
to LoAver Egypt against any force approaching 
from the south.

It Avas in this spirit and with this aim that 
the scheme of the Canal was brought forward. 
Its effect Avould be to interpose between Syria 
and Egypt the physical barrier of a Avide and 
deep canal defended by military works, and 
the political barrier of a strip of land stretch
ing from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean, 
granted to a company of foreigners, and occu
pied by them. Questions of the most em
barrassing and dangerous nature might arise 
between the Governments of these foreigners 
and the Porte, under the influence of circum
stances which may be easily foreseen and re
specting Avhich it is not necessary to enter into 
details. But the policy of France at this 
moment, and her Majesty’s Ministers trust 
that it may long continue so, consists in main
taining friendly relations and a close union with 
England, as Avell as in protecting and support
ing the integrity of the Turkish Empire.

i

Page 151)— (Lord Palmerston).
I do not hesitate, he said, Avith an air of 

cordiality, to point out to you my apprehen
sions ; they consist, firstly, in the fear of see
ing the commercial and maritime relations of 
Great Britain disturbed by the opening of a 
neAv route, which, by allowing a passage to 
the ships of all nations, will lead to the loss of 
advantages we hoav possess. I Avill also con
fess to you that I dread the uncertainty of the 
future Avith regard to France, a future which 
every statesman must take into his calcula
tions as among the most melancholy possibili
ties, for, although Ave have complete confidence 
in the sincerity and honesty of your Emperor’ s 
intentions, the feeling of France may change 
after his death.

Page 156— (Lord  Clarendon).
Lord Clarendon.— I will not conceal from 

you that the traditions of our Government 
have hitherto been opposed to the making of 
the Suez Canal. I myself, since I began to 
examine the question, have found my opinion 
to be the same, and I acknoAvledge that it is 
unfavourable.

Page 296.—  (De Lesseps to Napoleon III.).
Tip to this time Lord Stratford has never
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ceased to make use of bis influence to inspire 
the Ministers of the Porte with prejudices 
against the plan of cutting through the 
Isthmus of Suez, and to prevent the ratifica
tion of the grant regularly and legally made 
by the Viceroy of Egypt.

It is, moreover, certain that- the English 
agent in Egypt has endeavoured to influence 
the Viceroy with a view to dissuading him 
from a project which excites the warmest 
sympathy in France as well as in the rest of 
'Europe. But although the schemes of Eng
lish policy have been completely foiled in 
Egypt, the energy and intelligence of Moham
med Said, who, in reality, confides in the sup
port of your Imperial Majesty, the same could 
not be the case at Constantinople, where the 
Turkish Government, weak as it now is, yields 
only to force. Thus the Turks, placed be
tween the powerful threats of Lord Stratford 
and the scrupulous silence which our Ambas
sador has been ordered to maintain, are 
naturally changing their attitude, and testify
ing feelings hostile to the Canal, to which they 
were at first favourable.

This state of affairs alone would be detri
mental to our dignity in the East; but Lord 
Stratford has lately complicated it, to the in
jury of our legitimate influence and our in
terests. In order plainly to show that he had 
the power to hinder a measure connected with 
a very important French interest, and that it 
would be easv for him at the same time to satisfy  «/ .̂ t/
English interests even in those matters in which 
they are most exclusive and domineering, 
he has obtained the consent of the Porte to the 
formation of an English Company, which is to 
have a grant for the construction of a railway, 
850 leagues in length, from the Mediterranean 
to the Persian Gulf. In the contract the 
Sultan will guarantee an interest of six per 
cent, on the money invested in the undertak
ing. This railway, the surveys for which are 
not yet commenced, is to-day quoted at a pre
mium in the London money market. It will 
cost from four to five millions sterling, and it 
will expose Turkey to an annual charge of 
thirty million francs for the sole profit of Eng
lish capitalists and British influence; for it is 
impossible not to see that, hereafter, the 
Euphrates Valley Railway will, as it were, 
take possession of the centre of Siberia and of 
the countries bordering on the Valley of the 
Euphrates.

To M. S. W . Russenaers, Alexandria. v
I learn that the Viceroy is much annoyed by

t /  C /  • /

all the intrigues which are carried on against 
him on account of the Canal scheme. All my 
correspondents agree on this point, and those 
at Constantinople mention particularly the 
efforts made bv the British Embassv to estab-V
lish a state of mistrust and bad feeling with 
regard to Egypt.

Page 307— (De Lesseps to Ccbden).
The most experienced engineers of Europe 

have visited the isthmus, and have published 
the most definitive report; funds have been 
offered to commence the execution of the pro
ject ; the Viceroy of Egypt has put himself 
at the head of an enterprise supported with 
unanimity and energy by the press of Europe 
and America; and, lastly, the adhesion of the 
Governments has gone hand in hand with 
public feeling.

Only one difficulty has presented itself: this 
is the opposition of your Government, which, 
through the influence of your Ambassador at 
Constantinople, has succeeded in delaying the 
formality of the ratification required by the 
Viceroy from the Porte, with respect to a 
grant legally made by him......................

Indeed, how can we on the Continent, be
lieve in the sincerity of England, in her love 
of universal improvement, of civilisation, and 
of the general welfare, when it is declared that 
England, where public opinion is supreme, 
permits her Government to maintain its in
credible opposition to the Suez Canal, a private 
undertaking, which cannot, either by its 
origin, its plan of formation, or its aim, justify 
any dread of a rival policy P How can the

apostles of free trade and competition propa
gate their doctrines when the two most im
portant members of the Cabinet, who but a 
short time ago were in their ranks, are pre
vented by fear and horror of competition from 
consenting to the demolition of a slip of land 
separating the two most important seas and 
presenting a feeble barrier to all the navies of 
the globe?

❖
A DUBLIN IMPERIALIST FIRM.

Complaint was made at the annual general 
meeting of the Dublin branch of the Railway 
Clerks* Association that a certain Dublin firm 
had reduced the salaries of their employees.

A resolution proposed by Mr. Kennedy and 
carried, protested against “ the unwarrantable 
and unpatriotic action”  of the firm “ in de
ciding to reduce by 20 per cent., in the in
terests of shareholders and in consequence of 
the war, the salaries of their employees.”

Mr. Kennedy pointed out that the firm in 
August had paid a dividend of 4 per cent, for 
the six months, had a reserve of £40,000, and 
sent a subscription to the Prince of Wales’ 
Fund.

Mr. McN amara, who seconded, remarked 
that such firms could be charitable at other 
people's expense. The action of the particular 
firm in question was an insult to patriotism.—  
London “  Daily Citizen.”

Practical Patriotism

IRISH C HR I S T MA S  PRESENTS AT

LO UG H LIN ’S
IRISH SHIRTS, HOSIERY, GLOVES, 
SCARVES, LADIES’ AND GENTS’ 
UMBRELLAS, LAD IES’ AND GENTS’ 
LINEN & LAW N  HANDKERCH IEFS,

Etc., etc.,

A L L  IRISH. -

T. J .  L O U G H  LIN
Irish Outfitting Headquarters,

PARLIAMENT STREET,  DUBLIN.  

“ LUCANIA”  BICYCLES are made in Ireland
Best Terms (Cash) from

’O o r h r iA t t  U a  b u A C A t t A ,
1 m t l 1 5  till At) AT).

A  g A e x )e A tA ,  C tn rh n  11151 -6 .

Prescriptions Carefully Compounded by 
Qualified Chemists at the

DOLPHIN PHARMACY,
33 DOLPHIN’S BARN STREET,  DUBLIN.

T E L E P H O N E  No. 515.

CORRIGAN & SONS
U N D E R T A K E R S  A N D  JO B  
C A R R I A G E  P R O P R I E T O R S ,

5 LOWER CAMDEN STREET,  DUBLIN.4 * - ___________

PHILIP MEAGHER
TEA AND W INE MERCHANT,

4  NTH. EARL STREET, DUBLIN.

J. J. and Sons Ten Years’ Old. J .  J. and Sons
Seven Years’ Old.

IRI SH J E W E L L E R Y .
1 S. 3d. ; 2S. 6d. ; 3s. 6d.— S I L V E R  T A R A  B R O O C H E S ,

Larger size, with three Silver-mounted Marble 
Shamrocks, 7s. 6d.

2s. 6d.— S I L V E R  IRISH T R A D E - M A R K  B R O O C H .
Same Silver-gilt, 3s, Larger size in Silver, 5S.

3S.—-SOLID S I L V E R  W A T C H  C H A I N  P E N D A N T ,
in shape of Irish Trade-mark.

3S.— S I L V E R  D O U B L E - H E A R T  B R O O C H ,  with 
Marble inset Shamrock.

2S.— S A F E T Y  TIE  P I N  O R  B R O O C H ,  W o l f  Dog 
Design, very pretty.

7S. 6d.— G O L D  C A V A N  BROOCH, very beautiful 
Celtic tracery. Larger size, 15S. 6 d . ,  in silk and 
plush-lined jewel case.

4S. 6d.— Very Pretty S I L V E R  B R O O C H  of R O U N D  
T O W E R ,  H A R P ,  and W O L F  DOG ,  with word 
“ Erin ”  embossed and Shamrocks.

5s. 6d.— G O L D  S C A R F  PIN, Brian Born Harp design.
I S. 6d.— S I L V E R  S C A R F  PIN, Brian Boru Harp

design.
10s. 6d.— G O L D  H A R P ,  with two marble Gold-mounted 

Shamrocks on bar of gold, dainty Brooch complete 
in jewel case.

3s. 6d.— S W O R D  B R O O C H  IN S I L V E R ,  very perfect 
model, 3^ inches long; suits Kilt admirably.

5S.— S I L V E R  M A T C H  BO X, beautifully chased, with 
inset marble Harp and Shamrock.

8s. 6d.— Very pretty long-pattern G O L D  B R O O C H ,  
with A M E T H Y S T ,  in silk-lined jewel case.

8s. 6d.— Very pretty long-pattern G O L D  BRO O CH ,,  
with E M E R A L D ,  in silk-lined jewel case.

10s. 6d.— Very pretty long-pattern G O L D  B R O O C H ,  
with T H R E E  E M E R A L D S ,  in silk lined jewel 
case.

3S. 6d.— R O U N D  T O W E R ,  H A R P ,  and W O L F  DOG  
B R O O C H ,  in Silver.

8s. 6d.— Very dainty cluster of Five G O L D - M O U N T E D  
S H A M R O C K S  on gold sprays.

8s. 6d.— Word “  ER IN  ”  in G O L D  L E T T E R S  between 
two G O L D  B A R S  in Brooch form, in silk and 
plush-lined jewel case.

8S. 6d.— G O L D  P E N D A N T ,  Heart and Shamrock 
Design ; very p retty ; in jewel case.

3S. 6d.— S O L ID  S I L V E R  H E A R T  B R O O C H ,  with 
beautiful Celtic tracery.

5S. 6d.— G O L D  H E A R T ,  mounted on chased gold bar; 
safety pin.

IRISH C U T L E R Y .
We have a splendid se lect ion  of I r ish  C u t le r y  in 

stock— the F in e s t  in I re land— at P r ice s  to su i t  
every pocket—

P R E S E N T A T I O N  C A S E S  from  3s. 6d. each to case, 
containing 48 P I E C E S ,  for 30s,

ROOKS.
“  A R O S A R Y  OF S O N G .” —  Religious Poems By Brian 

O’Higgins. Preface by His Eminence Cardinal 
Logue. A Full-page Picture illustrates each poem. 
It is finely printed on Best A it Paper, handsomely 
bound in cloth and title in gold. Two bindings,. 
2s. 6d. and 5s. Postage 4d.

G L O R  N A  h-OIGE.— By Brian na Banban. A beauti
ful Rhyme Book for Children. Verses in the 
simplest of Irish, and delightful pictures by 
Micheal O Riada. The most unique book published 
for many years. Owing to the expense of produc
tion, only a limited number of copies can be issued. 
Beautifully printed; strongly and artistically 
bound. Pictorial cover. Price, 1s. ;  by post,
1s. 2d.

F U N  O ’ T H E  F O R G E .— A volume of Humorous Short 
Stories (in English) in Brian O’Higgins’ best 
style. Laughter on every page. Stiff cover. 
Artistic cover design by Michael Reidy. An iedal 
Xmas gift for old or young. Price 1s. ; by post,
1s. 2d.

S I G N A L  F I R E S .— Containing over 100 pages of 
“ Brian na Banban’ s ”  Songs and Recitations—> 
humorous, patriotic, and sentimental— including 
all his best old pieces as well as many never 
published before. Post free, 1s. 2d.

J A I L  J O U R N A L  (Mitchei’s).— Edited by Arthur 
Griffith. 6s.

II T H O M A S  D A V I S . ” — Selected and Edited by- A.
Griffith. 3s. Sd.

“  F E L O N ’S T R A C K . ”  —  Specially prepared and 
Edited by A. Griffith. 3s. 6d.

A L L  BOOKS AT PUBLISHERS’ PRICES.

WHELAN & SON,
17 UPPER ORMOND QUAY,  DUBLIN

ABOUT C A H ILL ’S COD LIV E R  OIL and Malt 
Extract; now is the time to start taking i t ; nourishing 
and strengthening; 1 /- and 1/9 bottles.— Cahill, 
Chemist, Lower Dorset Street.

PUTTIES.
Blue or Khaki Putties, 1/6. Good quality ditto, 2/6.

Fox’s Spiral Putties, 6/6.

Volunteer Whistles, Ground Sheets, Blankets,
Haversacks, Belts, etc.

JOHN LAWLER & SON
2 FOWNES’S ST., DAME ST., DUBLIN.

Printed for the Proprietors by Patrick Mahon, 
Yarnhall Street, Dublin, and published at the Office,. 
67 Middle Abbev Street, Dublin.


