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KINGDOM OF POLAND.

T O  BE RESTORED BY A U S T R I A .
A  King- of' Poland lias been selected and will 

be crowned in a few  days at the venerated city 
o f the Poles, Cracow. This is an attempt at a 
political coup by Austria, and the selected 
aspirant to the non-existent Throne is the 
Archduke Stephen of the House of Haps burg1. 
His selection seems to have been directed by 
the fact that this Archduke is allied— some
what distantly, I believe— with the very 
ancient Polish house of Eadziwill.

A s a political move on the part of Austria 
this coup iifc double-edged. In' the first place, 
it  is obviously aimed against the piratical at
tempt credited to the Hohenzollerns of captur
in g  yet another future Throne. But doubtless 
secondarily it is intended to influence the Poles 
themselves in favour of the failing cause of 
Austria.

As to what the Germanic Poles may think 
o f a move taken at the moment when Russian 
armies are on the point of sweeping into the 
plains of H ungary and with the Austrian 
cause already long ago foredoomed, we have 
no information here. The Russian Poles, how
ever, estimate at its proper value this belated 
coup. Had Austria been really generously- 
minded towards this important section of her 
Slav subjects it m ight have been a good move 
to institute a Polish K ing six or seven months 
ago. A t present, say the Russian Poles, it has 
the appearance of an attempt to bribe Polish 
opinion with paper money that will probably 
prove worthless when the war is over, if, in
deed, it is not plainly counterfeit paper now. 
A t any rate the candidature of a Hohenzollern 
is stopped by this move. The Grand Duke 
Nicholas last August promised the Poles unifi
cation and autonomy under the sceptre of' A ll 
the Russias. Between a fustian K ing o f the 
Prinee-of-Albania pattern and the alternative 
which Russia offers, the Poles even now can 
have little difficulty in making their choice. 
W hat the Russian Poles will welcome is the 
fulfilment of the Grand Duke N icholas’ s pro
mises made in the famous proclamation of 
August last, and it is already whispered that 
the form  in which they will be realised is the 
creation of a united Poland, constituting an 
infinitely better offer than Austria holds out 
in crow ning a Hapsburg Prince a nominal 
K ing of a non-existent Poland.— London 
“  Morning- P ost.”

E N G L I S H  FARMERS AND E N C L I S H  
SO LD IE R S ’ W I V E S .

The Shrewsbury and District Branch of the 
Farm ers’ Union on Saturday discussed recruit
in g  and other matters affecting labour supply. 
Several farmers asked what they were to do 
with the wives, in cottages on the farms, when 
the husbands had joined the Arm y.

The President: I f  the farmer rvants the cot
tage for another workman, the wife, o f the 
man who has gone to the war must find 
another house.

A  M em ber: But- can we force these wives to 
turn ou t?

The President: Oh, yes.
A  M em ber: But I  am told the magistrates 

would not enforce such ejectments.
The Union decided to take legal advice on 

this point.— London “  Daily Chronicle.”

ENGLAND AND HOLLAND.

The Vienna semi-official journals declare 
that in political circles in the Austrian capital 
“  reliable ”  news is to hand that England is 
planning a serious breach of the neutrality of 
Holland, to be carried out shortly.

It has been clearly shown, we are told, that 
this breach of neutrality will take the form of 
landing troops on the Dutch coast with the 
object of attacking the German rear in Flan
ders. These are not There reports, for careful 
examination in Vienna and Berlin shows the 
news to be true.

England is arranging T^eavy transports of 
troops with this object in view, and this e x 
p la in s  the measures which Germany is now 
taking to strengthen, the fortifications of A nt
werp. It also explains the silence of the Dutch 
Foreign Minister 'the other1 day when lie was 
invited to explain why Holland whs m obilis
ing her army.

It is needless to add that there is not a word 
o f truth in this statement, and that in all pro
bability the Vienna, news is nothing more than 
a warming-up of so mew, liat similar reports 
which were current, in Berlin a fortnight ago, 
and were doubtless published to create anti- 
British suspicions in the Netherlands.— Lon
don “  Daily Chronicle.”

 * ------------

A L L I E S  AND A M ERIC A.
£80,000,000 Order for Munitions of War.
The richest lot of contracts ever awarded to 

American manufacturers at one time arrived 
here last night in the strong box of Purser 
Palmer of the W hite Star liner “  A driatic.”

They are said to be worth $400,000,000, and 
call for food, guns, auto trucks, rails, and 
ammunition.

Charles M cK night, President of the Carbon 
Steel Company of Pittsburgh, is believed to 
have procured a large portion o f  the orders. 
He said there is a very grave fear ambng the 
lower classes in England that Great Britain • 
and the United States will be at war before 
the present conflict is over.

Harold A . Sanderson, President of the 
W hite Star Line, explained the present high 
rate charged on trans-Atlantic freight by 
reason of the scarcity of labour in the Euro
pean' ports and the absence of docking space 
in those ports that have not been closed by the 
British Adm iralty.

“  The ‘ Olympic ’ and our new liner ‘Britan
nic ’ will not cross the Atlantic until 1916,”  
he said. “  There will, o f course, be a “fair 
amount of business travel, but I do not look 
for tourists until ifext year.” 1— “ New York 
Am erican.”

A L B A N I A N  INVASION OF SER VIA .
The Press Bureau at Nish has issued the fo l

lowing- statement dated February 14 :—  
Yesterday a large force of Albanians crossed 

our frontier in the Department of Prizrend. 
Owing to the numerical superiority of the 
enemy, our troops had to withdraw, together 
with the authorities. The Albanians, who 
are m ovin g  in file direction of Zapod, Topo- 
liana, and Gkulvotchnitch, have succeeded in 
certain places in cutting the telegraph and 
telephone lines.— London “ Daily N ew s.”

BRITISH CRUISER OFF NEW YORK
— ...

Great Britain has absolutely disregarded the 
request Of President W ilson that its war Ves
sels be withdrawn from the vicinity of New 
York. Since the beginning Of the war. 
British cruisers have been constantly on guard 
off the Am bi’ose Channel' light.

A  mysterious break in the. cable to Colon 
occurred not far from the Coney, Island shore 
on January 20. Captain J. Oldham was sent 
with the steamer “ R e la y ”  to> repair it. He 
was on the scene eight days, and both the 
“ E sse x ”  and the “  Caronia ”  were .seen and 
spoken by the “ R e la y ”  every day. , Both 
cruisers were in wireless com m unication, with 
the “ R elay ,”  and at their request Captain 
Oldham gave them the exact location! of The 
cable. According to Chief Engineer /JgnM>s 
Mowat the cruiser that he believed, to) heathe 
“ E sse x ”  apologised by wireless Tor wliaVher 
commander called “ his interference,

■Tames R . Beard, Secretary to The Central 
and South American Telegraph Company,, said 
he had no proof that the cable was, broken by 
one of the cruisers. p.. . ■

A ccording to Captain D ell’ A m igo, of the 
steamer “ San P aolo ,”  a collision with a 
British cruiser was narrowly averted off the 
Ambrose Channel at 7 p.m. on Monday.

The passengers were at dinner, and Captain 
A m igo on the bridge anxiously sounding his 
fog-horn when, without any warning signal, 
a b ig  gray shape loomed out of the fog  show
ing only two lights, and headed toward the 
Brazilian vessel without regard to her signals.

The “ San Baolo’ s ”  engines were reversed 
and lie backed away just as the cruiser shot 
right across her path and disappeared in the 
fo g .— “  New York Am erican.”

 .;.------------
GERMA N PRISONERS REMOVED FROM 

I R E L A N D .
Notwithstanding the expenditure of a con

siderable sum— probably £2,000— on the fit
ting up of Templemore Military Barracks as 
an internment camp, the military authorities 
are now sending all the German prisoners from ' 
it. Another hatch of 450 left this evening by 
special train to Leigh, Lancashire, via North 
W all. They were escorted by a detachment of 
the Leinster Regim ent, under command of 
Captain W oods and Lieutenant Butler. It is 
rumoured that an Irish regiment will occupy 
the barracks when ready.— “ Irish Tim es.”

 * ------------
NO W OO L FOR E N G L IS H  V O L U N T E E R S .

The Central Association of Volunteer Train
ing Corps has issued an order prohibiting 
corps from placing orders for woollen uni
forms, as the output of such cloths is required 
for military purposes.

Cotton drill and cords will be found satis
factory and sufficient, but it is stated in a 
circular issued by the. Association that no o b 
jection will be taken in cases where corps have 
already placed definite contracts for the supply 
of uniforms in woollen cloths.— London 
“ Daily M ail.”

G A R I B A L D I  AN D T H E  C H A N C E L LO R .
General R icciotti Garibaldi was received by 

Mr. Lloyd George at No. 11 Downing Street, 
yesterday m orning. Subsequently the veteran 
general paid a visit to the Foreign Office.—  
London “ Daily M ail,”
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T H E  AS SASSINATION OF S H A N E  
O’ N E I L L  (1567).

" A  reward of £1,000 had been offered by 
the State for his body, 1,000 marks for his 
head, and £500 ‘ to him that shall kill him, 
though he bring neither head nor bodie.’ Of 
that his murderers seem not to have been aware, 
but the Governor of Carrickfergus, Captain 
W illiam  Piers, ‘ by whose-devise the tragedy 
was practised,’ having managed to get hold of 
his head and sent it ‘ pickled in a pipkin ’ to 
Sidney (English Lord Deputy of Ireland) ob
tained the promised reward.— “ Dictionary of 
National B iography.”

 .*.------------

T H E  AS SAS SIN AT IO N OF RED H U C H  
O’ D O N N E L L .

“ He was taken seriously ill at Simancas, 
and after lingering sixteen days he died on 
10th of September. It was rumoured that he 
met his death by foul play, but there can be 
little doubt that he was poisoned by one James 
Blake of Galway, with the cognisance if not 
at the instigation of Sir George Carew (E ng
lish Master-General of the Ordnance).—  
“ Dictionary o f National B iography.”

A T R O C I T Y  STORIES.
The follow ing correspondence speaks for 

itse lf :—
Joseph McCabe, Esq.

Dear Sir,— My attention has been called to 
the statement which appeared over your name 
in the “  Literary Guide ”  of February 1 to the 
effect that in Sussex there can be seen “  the 
ghastly stumps of little children’ s arms from 
which German swords have struck off their 
hands.”  I am anxious to investigate the truth 
o f assertions of this kind, and should be glad 
to have your authority for it. I  am quite sure 
a scientist of ycrur exactitude would not give 
publicity to such allegations unless they had 
been authenticated.— Faithfully yours,

A . F e n n e r  B r o c k w a y , 
Editor o f “ The Labour Leader.”  

Feb. 2, 1915.
Dear Sir,— The statement I  made in the 

“ Literary G u id e”  was incorrect, and will be 
withdrawn in the next issue. I  made it on 
better than ordinary authority and (having 
been in Am erica) was unaware that there had 
been previous mistatements.— Yours,

J . M cC a b e .

The Rev. R . J. Campbell,
The City Temple.

Dear Mr. Campbell,— I am very anxious to 
ascertain the truth about the atrocity stories, 
and should be grateful to you if you could 
put me in communication with the writer of 
the letter which you read at a recent City 
Temple service, who states that six nuns of 
Malines saw a man crucified upon a door o f a 
house which was afterwards set on fire. I note 
also that prayer was asked for a wounded 
woman, who is stated to be blind and in a 
dying condition in consequence of the treat
ment received at the hands of the Germans. 
Perhaps it would not be too much to ask that 
you should enable me to investigate this asser
tion also. I  am sure that you would not have 
read such charges without having been con
vinced that they were true.— Yours faithfully, 

A . F e n n e r  B r o c k w a y ,
E ditor o f “ The Labour Leader.”  

Feb. 1, 1914.
A . Fenner Brockwav, Esq.

Dear Sir,— Mr. Campbell regrets that it is . 
impossible for him to com ply with the request 
contained in your letter o f  the 1st inst. The 
six nuns o f Malines have now gone back to 
Belgium , and the request for prayer for the 
poor woman “  who is stated to be blind and in 
a dying condition in consequence of the treat
ment received at the hands of the Germans ”  
was sent- up from  the audience.— Yours faith
fully,

E . G. S m i t h ,
Private Secretary. 

Ealing, W ., Feb. 2, 1915.
— The “ Labour Leader.”

GERM AN S Y L V A N  HOME FOR 
D IS A B L E D  SOLDIERS.

A beautiful stretch o f forest country has 
been secured by an influential Bavarian com 
mittee as a home for those Bavarian soldiers 
of all ranks who will return permanently 
invalided from the war, and who may desire 
to spend the remainder of their lives amidst 
scenes of sylvan beauty.

In the midst of the forest a palace of great 
architectural merit is to be erected, in which 
every Bavarian ‘ ‘ hero ’ ’ will have his separate 
room, and where every care will be taken to 
surround him with com forts which will reward 
him for the sacrifices he has made for his 
country.

The Bavarian Government, we are told, are 
taking a deep interest in the project, and will 
contribute a large sum to the funds necessary 
to build the palace. The extensive park, with 
its palace, will be called “ Valhalla in 
Bavaria.” — London “  Daily Chronicle.”

A N E W  S I E G F R I E D .
The Berlin opera singer W alther Kirchhofi 

reappeared recently as Siegfried during a short 
period of leave from active service. Instead 
of the words “ Thus cuts S iegfried ’ s sw ord,”  
he sang, “ Thus cuts Germany’ s sword.”  
The change was* loudly applauded in the Ber
lin Opera House, hut denounced by the critics. 
Frau Kirchhoff has now published a defence 
o f her husband, in which she says:— “ Is art, 
then, not to serve us in this grievous time and 
to bring rejoicing, confidence, and faith to 
sad hearts? And is he who feels strong 
enough to do this to leave it undone?” — Lon
don “ Tim es.”

T H E  B R I T I S H  A R M Y  PROBLEM.
May an officer be seen in public with a 

private? May the mother of two soldiers, one 
commissioned and the other in the ranks, walk 
down Bond Street with both? May a private 
go with his sister into the stalls o f a theatre ? 
May a private and his mother stay in the same 
hotel and dine in the same room as a colonel 
and his w ife? I f  a m ajor is dining with you, 
and your nephew'— a private— calls, vdiat 
ought you and your nephew and the m ajor to 
d o?  These are some tvpical problems.-—Lon
don “ Daily N ew s.”

 ------------

" F O U L  P H I L O S O P H Y .”
Last November an article appeared in a 

London paper blaming Germany for not 
checking her over-population by race-suicide, 
and for thus necessitating the corrective of 
war— a vicious practice invoked to meet a 
purely fictitious danger. W e cannot lay the 
blame of this foul philosophy at Germany’ s 
d oor ; our Allies the French have made it their 
own and are reaping the bitter fruits of its 
application : our Eug-enists are not Germans, 
nor was Herbert Spencer, nor are the shallow 
brood of Rationalists that flout Christianity 
in our midst. Darwinism, long discredited 
amongst the educated, still provides the 
axioms of our “ popular science,”  and the 
man in the street is taught to regard wrar as 
a phase of that “ struggle for existence,”  
which results in the “ survival of the fittest.”  
— “ British Bernhardism,”  in “ The M onth,”  
London.

 <.------------

E N G L A N D  A N D I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L A W .
Are we ashamed of it [the violation of 

Danish neutrality and seizure of the Danish 
Fleet by England in 1807]. No, certainly 
n ot; we are proud of it. In like manner, if 
any other nation can surprise Britain, far 
from  being ashamed o f it, they will be equally 
proud of it. And what sickening hypocrisy it 
must seem to other nations to hear us, o f all 
people, prate of the sanctity o f international 
law'.— “  The Future Peace of the A nglo- 
Saxons ”  (by Major Stewart Murray). *

AN E N G L IS H  SO LDIE R ON T H E  
E N G L IS H  PAPERS.

“ W e out here often ivonder if the folk  at 
home still take the Germans cheaply. I  think 
they must, otherwise recruiting w'ould be 
much brisker. As a matter o f fact, the Ger
mans are still perfectly confident of victory, 
are extraordinarily well equipped, and are a 
crafty and brave people. The first thing the 
General told us when we came to the front 
w7as to give us a warning against taking the 
enemy cheaply. W e very soon found that 
what he said wns perfectly correct. You read 
in the home, papers the most astonishing rot

about the Germans, how they can’ t shoot, how 
they are starved, and in rags, etc. It is 
mostly rubbish. The Germans can shoot all 
right, and 1 have yet to hear of an authentic 
case where the German prisoners have been 
found hungry or naked. Cases of mounted 
men getting ahead of the transport were com 
mon early in the war, but not now .— London 
“  Daily News ”  ( “ Letter from  a Territorial.” )

  * ------------

R O U M A N I A ’S A R M Y .
The Roumanian field army comprise five 

army corps and two cavalry divisions, and has 
a war strength of 290,000 men: It  is organised 
mainly on the German system. An army 
corps is of two divisions of regulars, one re
serve division, one cavalry brigade. A  division 
is of two infantry brigades, of two regiments, 
each of three battalions, and has also one 
battalion of rifles, an artillery brigade o f 12 
batteries, three squadrons o f cavalry, and a  
com pany of engineers. Each cavalry division 
has two brigades o f two regiments, or 24 
squadrons in all with two batteries of horse 
artillery. The quality of the army is excellent, 
and its conduct during the Russo-Turkish W ar 
o f 1877 showed what it could do. At. the great 
attack on Plevna, where the Russians failed 
with a loss of 20,000 men, the small Roumanian 
force, whose assistance the Russians had been 
compelled to request, gained the only success 
of the day by capturing one Turkish redoubt 
after heavy loss. It must be remembered, 
however, that the upshot of that war entailed 
disappointment and humiliation for Roumania 
at the hands of Russia, who annexed the 
Roumanian province o f Bessarabia, where 
there are a million Roumanians, giv ing in ex
change the poorer Turkish district of Dobruska, 
on the Black Sea coast, south of the mouth of 
the Danube. It is not certain how far R ou
mania has forgiven or forgotten Russia’ s 
ingratitude.— Sydney “ Sunday Tim es.”

T H E  U L S T E R  V O L U N T E E R S .
A  correspondent who writes to us with re

gard to the surprise we have expressed at the 
absence of the Ulster Volunteers from  the 
front appears to think there is no reason why 
they should be there, none o f the New Arm y 
Divisions having yet been called upon to take 
part in the conflict. To our mind there are 
strong reasons why the Ulster Volunteers 
should have been ere now in the firing line. 
It is easy to account for the delay in the case 
o f men who needed military training, but it 
is difficult to understand it when, as we have 
been so often assured, the training had 
reached perfection before the outbreak of 
hostilities. The correspondent suggests that 
Sir Edward Carson’ s “ Home D efen ce”  pro
posal was not meant to apply to the Ulster 
Volunteers actually in training, but is an 
insidious scheme for arming and getting 
public recognition for other battalions o f 
Orange Volunteers who are to remain at home 
as embodied units in Government pay.— “ The 
Catholic tim es,”  Liverpool.

LONDON N E W S  FOR S O U T H  A M E R IC A .
An esteemed correspondent writes to us, 

forwarding an account taken from “ La 
Prensa,”  of Buenos Ayres, of July 27 last, o f 
the Dublin tragedy. It is as fo llo w s :—

London, July 26 .— A ccording to the latest 
information received regarding the affray at 
Kingstown, the Nationalists, on attacking the 
Unionists, placed women and children in the 
front rank, with the object of preventing their 
adversaries from firing. Many of the wounded 
were taken to private houses, aud six are in 
hospital.

W ith  reference to this, our correspondent 
say s :—

“ In none of the reports (presumably ‘ La 
P ren sa ’ ) mention is made of the K .O .S .B . 
They appear under the title ‘ Scotch U nionists.’ 
The scene of the action is laid at Kingstown. 
Howth is not referred to in any of them .”

Most readers can judge as to the accuracy 
or otherwise of the above. They can think of 
it when next they open their daily paper, and 
read some sensational tit-b it.— “ Midland 
Tribune.”

I R E L A N D  IN T H E  MAIN S T R E A M .
The Irish circumstances and the Irish ideas 

as to social and agricultural economy are the 
general ideas and circumstances of the human 
race. It is the English ideas and circum 
stances that are peculiar. Ireland is in the 
main stream of humour, existence, and human 
feeling and opinion. It is England that is in 
one of the lateral channels.— John Stuart Mill, 
17th May, 1866.
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N EW S FROM BERLIN.
 <r------

(Cerman Wireless, per the London ‘'Times,”  
“  Morning Post,”  and “  Daily Mail.” )  

A L L E G E D  PLO T  TO  AS SA S SINA TE  SIR 
ROGER CA S E M E N T .

Sir R oger Casement, the Irish leader and 
form er British Consul-General in R io de 
Janeiro, and the exposer o f the Putumayo 
atrocities, published and communicated to-day 
to several newspaper men an open letter to 
Sir Edward Grey, a lleging documentary evi
dence to substantiate the sensational charges 
he makes against the British Government o f a 
criminal conspiracy to have him captured and 
murdered.

He charges the British Minister in Norway, 
Findlay, o f crim inally conspiring with Case
m ent’s manservant, Adler Christensen, a Nor
wegian, to kill Casement, for which act Chris
tensen would receive twenty-five or perhaps 
fifty  thousand dollars.

To substantiate his statement he shows a 
photographic copy of what purports to be a 
letter written on British Legation paper in the 
Christiania Minister’ s own handwriting.

The text of the letter ru n s:
“ Qn behalf o f the British Government I 

promised that if through information given by 
A dler Chistensen Sir R oger Casement be cap
tured, either with or without companions, the 
said Adler Christensen is to receive from the 
British Government the sum o f £5,000, to be 
paid as he may desire.

“  Adler Christensen is also to enjoy personal 
im m unity, and to be given a passage to the 
United States should he desire it .— M. de C. 
Findlay, H .B .M . M inister.”

Casement says he has asked the Norwegian 
G overnm ent’ s promise of protection, and will 
then go to Christiania immediately to lay be
fore the Government proofs o f F indlay’ s con
spiracy with a Norwegian subject on N or
wegian soil.

Christensen personally declares that Findlay 
told him to lure Casement to a point on the 
coast, where a British ship could run in and 
get him, or, better still, “ to knock him on 
the head.”  Christensen shows what he de
clares to be a key to a back door of the Chris
tiania Legation, which the Minister gave him 
in order that he could slip in and out unob
served during the negotiations, which began 
in October, when Casement arrived at Chris
tiania from America.

The letter has been submitted to the Am eri
can Ambassadors and Ministers of other neutral 
States for their Governments. A  copy has 
also been sent direct to Mr. Bryan.

<

Findlay, Mansfeldt de Cardonnel, C .M .G ., 
1904; C .B ., 1908; Envoy-Extraordinary and 
M inister-Plenipotentiary to Norway since 
1911; born 7th April, 1861; second surviving 
son of late C. Bannatyne Findlay, of Boturicli 
Castle, Dumbartonshire, and Georgina de 
Cardonnel E lm sall; married 1895, Cora Sybil, 
daughter of late Captain T. H . T. Alexander, 
C .B ., R .N .; two sons, two daughters; edu
cated, Harrow . Nominated Attache 1885; 
served at Stockholm, Constantinople, Vienna, 
Buenos Aires (Second Secretary); acted as 
Charge d ’Affairs at Belgrade in 1896, and was 
in charge of agency at Sofia during part of 
1897 and 1899, and of H . M. A gency at Cairo 
during the summer, 1902-7; Counsellor of 
Embassy, Cairo, to 1907; Minister Resident, 
Dresden and Coburg, 1907-9; Envoy-Extra
ordinary and Minister-Plenipotentiary, Sofia, 
1909-11. Recreations.:— Tennis, go lf, lawn
tennis, shooting, fishing, etc. Address 
British Legation, Christiania. Clubs :— St.
James’ s, Travellers’ .— “ W h o ’ s W h o ,”  1915.]

E N G LIS H  SHIPS LOST.
Contrary to British report that, since the 

begining of the war, only 1 per cent, of the 
British merchant ships has been sunk, Ham
burg shipowners state that 113 ships, aggre
gating 308,000 tons, or about 4 per cent, of 
the British commercial navy, have been de
stroyed.

AIR F L I G H T  OVER BRUSSELS.
Of late repeated attempts have been made 

by the French and British airmen to proceed 
as far as Brussels. The day before yesterday

an English flying machine again approached 
the town, presumably with the intention of 
bom barding 'the German camp near Brussels. 
As soon as the Englishman came into view a 
German Taube went up immediately, and a 
fierce aerial fight commenced, which ended 
with the victory o f the German flying machine. 
The English machine suddenly crashed to the 
ground in a straight line. The two occupants 
were dead;

GER M A N E A S T  A F R IC A .
It  is officially announced from German East 

Africa that our territory is entirely cleared of 
the enemy. A  number of German troops are 
in enemy territory in British East Africa and 
Uganda.

T U R K I S H  SUCCESSES.
Constantinople.— The “ Agence M illi”  learns 

from Baghdad that an engagement took place 
the day before yesterday between the advanced 
guards o f the Turkish left wing and English 
infantry and cavalry. The English troops 
withdrew, leaving 17 killed on the battlefield. 
The troops of the right w ing of the Turkish 
Arm y also succeeded, notwithstanding the 
enem y’s cannon and machine-gun fire, in ad
vancing as far as the wood of date palms near 
Korna. The enemy is com pletely demoralised. 
The Turks had only five injured. During other 
attacks the Turks succeeded in occupying the 
small fortress “  F iriqd i.”  On this occasion 
500 camels fell into their hands as war booty.

The Turkish advance guards drove the E ng
lish divisions across the Suez Canal at Tussum 
and Serapeuui. The Senussi Beduin invaded 
E gypt and occupied the oasis of Siva. The 
Turks defeated the English at Kurna in Meso
potamia.

T H E  A M E R IC A N  NOTE .
The German Press discusses the American 

Note in a friendly way, and considers the facts 
only. Objection is, however, raised against 
the fact that England and Germany are treated 
in the same fashion by the United States, and 
that Bryan does not sufficiently take into ac
count that England, by declaring foodstuffs to 
be absolute contraband of war, against the 
laws of nations, lias proclaimed war on the 
civil population, including women and chil
dren.

H O L L A N D  SUSPENDS T R A D E  W I T H  
E N G L A N D .

The Dutch shipping companies have decided 
to suspend com mercial communication with 
England from February 18, with the excep
tion of the mail steamers.

BOMBS ON D U T C H  T E R R I T O R Y .
Flushing.— On the morning o f February 11 

a two-decker o f unknown nationality flew over 
the harbour of Flushing and dropped two 
bombs, doing little damage. N obody was in
jured. The flying machine disappeared in a 
south-easterly direction. A ccording to the 
papers the flying machine is probably a French 
one.

MINES.
Up to the present time 234 mines have been 

washed up on the Dutch shores of the North 
Sea. Of 156 mines whose origin could be es
tablished, 111 were English, 42 French, and 
only three of German origin.

DU M-D UM  B U L L E T S .
The Swedish Staff-Surgeon K lefberg ex

hibited dum-dum bullets at the Upsala Univer
sity which were confiscated by him personally 
from English prisoners. Ivlefberg stated that 
he saw in the German field hospitals many 
wounds caused by English dum-dum bullets.

C E R M A N  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N .
The correspondent o f the “  Basler Nach- 

richten ”  praises the excellent organisation of 
the German administration in Belgium , and 
criticises the unpatriotic behaviour of wealthy 
Belgians in staying abroad, thus depriving the 
country o f their money.

T H E  N E U T R A L  FLAG .
The “  Berlingske Tidende ”  reports from 

Stockholm that Swedish shipowners are uneasy 
regarding the consequences of the British mis
use of neutral flags and fear that the Swedish 
North Sea trade will com pletely cease.

SPAIN A ND T H E  KAISER.
On the Em peror’ s birthday innumerable 

felicitations from all classes of Spanish society 
were'transmitted to the German Embassy and 
German Consulates throughout Spain.

LEIP ZIG  FAIR.
Two thousand visitors have already been 

booked for the com ing Fair in Leipzig.

PROGRESS OF T H E  W A R .
Berlin, Monday.

Main Headquarters reports this afternoon 
as fo llow s :—

In the W estern theatre of war south o f 
Ypres, near St. Eloi, we have taken from the 
enemy a portion o f his positions in length 
about 1,000 yards.

Counter-attacks were unsuccessful. An: at
tack by our opponents. in the district south
west of La Bassee also failed. A  few dozen 
prisoners remained in our hands.

The outer trenches which we had lost on the 
Sudelkopf (Alsace) on Friday we have again 
recaptured. The enemy was driven out of 
Sengern, in the valley of the Lauch. The vil
lage of Remspach the enemy then evacuated 
voluntarily.

In the Eastern theatre of war north o f Tilsit, 
the enemy was driven out of Pikupoenen and 
is being forced back in the direction o f Taii- 
roggen. On both sides of the frontier east o f 
the Plain of the Lakes the battles in pursuit 
still continue. Our troops are everywhere pro
gressing quickly.

German divisions are advancing from  the 
district of Kolo against the enem y’s forces 
com ing .from Lom ja.

In the Vistula district we have gained fur
ther ground. Raciaz has been occupied by our 
troops. In the battle preceding the occupation 
six guns were captured, besides numerous 
prisoners.

On the left bank o f the Vistula there are no 
changes of importance.

THE GERMAN BLOCKADE.
A M E R IC A N  W A R S H I P S  IN IRISH 

W A T E R S .
The German blockade of the English coasts 

by submarines and mines begins on to-m orrow, 
viz., Thursday, February 18th.

In Parliament last evening Mr. Churchill 
stated that there would be losses to English 
shipping, but that a way out would be found.

In a Note which the German Ambassador 
delivered to the State Department in W ashing
ton yesterday the announcement is made that 
Germany intends to sow mines around the 
British Isles as part of the submarine warfare 
against English merchant vessels.

Some American papers again declare that if 
American ships are sunk or American lives 
lost there will be trouble for Germany with 
the United States.

In Germany the view is held that American 
ships can easily keep out of the war zone, or 
by placing some American warships in Irish 
waters can prevent any mistakes being made 
by German submarines, which have no wish to 
sink any American ship, but which may not 
be always able to distinguish between an 
American ship and an English one.— Dublin 
“ Evening H erald.”

T H E  DRIVES A T  W A R S A W .
Forecasts of Victory.

The German public, which has been cele
brating the Russian retirement from East 
Prussia, will, no doubt, regard this as the 
first instalment o f good news for which it has 
been carefully prepared. Major Moraht, in 
an article called “ Before the Events in the 
E ast,”  wrote in the “ Berliner Tageblatt ”  on 
W ednesday m orn in g :—

“ W e in the Fatherland are listening with 
the utmost eagerness for tidings from the field 
of battle west o f the Vistula. The com muni
cations of the supreme authorities about the 
situation in the Eastern theatre o f war be
come ever more scarce. In face o f hard work, 
for which will and sense o f duty are prepam ig 
at high tension, it is the German way to be
com e silent. Our commanders are men of ac
tion. In the field there is neither the time nor 
the disposition to talk at length about the 
decisive battles that are im pending. The 
Supreme W ar Lord has just returned from  the 
Eastern front, lie  has, no doubt, been shown 
that all is ready.”

A fter some remarks about the Carpathian 
operations, M ajor Moraht proceeds:—

“  The W estern Allies are discussing eagerly 
and anxiously the question when we shall 
succed in turning from  working bit by bit 
and from  partial attacks, and proceed by a 
com bined attack to break through the Russian 
prepared positions. A t the Russian Head
quarters the duration of the resistance is per
haps quite rightly estimated. The idea o f the 
German Arm y spending the whole winter west 
o f W arsaw is already dead. The moment w ill 
be decided by the question whither the last 
reserves are to be directed, how the passage o f
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the Vistula is most effectively to be protected, 
. and— what is to come afterwards. Strategic

ally, W arsaw cannot be considered alone. It 
g-ets its importance only through its position 
on the great system of rivers.”

The whole article, in fact, invites the pub
lic to be prepared for a great victory, and es
pecially for the capture of W arsaw. Herr 
Cladke, the form er and well-known military 
correspondent o f the “ Berliner Tageblatt,”  
wrote much in, the same strain, although more 
cautiously, in the “ V orw arts”  on Friday.—  
London “ Tim es.”

E N G L A N D  A ND T H E  CABLES.
The control of cable facilities possessed by 

G r eat Britain lias been of marked advantage 
to her business men, and there is ample 
reason to believe that it has been employed to 
the detriment of her rivals. In Italy the files 
o f our Embassy and the Consulates at Genoa 
and Naples are filled with complaints that 
messages to and from  the United States on 
matters relating to the purchase of com m odi
ties dealt in by British houses are systematic
ally delayed, or even withheld from trans
mission. The abuse became so serious that 
our State Department finally undertook to 

1 send commercial cables in the effort to save 
our Italian trade.— “ New Y ork  Am erican.”

R E U T E R ’S N EWS.  
Offered Free in China.

. In  a recent issue, of “ The T im es”  it was 
stated that Colonel Sir Francis Younghusband 
daily prepares news telegrams to the Viceroy 
o f  India for the “ prompt dissemination of 
accurate war news in the Dependency.”  It is 
equally necessary that some such steps should 
be taken to enlighten the people of China. 
“  Mischevious rum ours” , are current there, as 
reported by several of my correspondents, and 
the English papers published at the ports bear 
the same testimony. There is also evidence 
that “  German influence and money have been 
at work in the propagation.”

A  friend w riting as recently as December 
24th, from  Sianfu, the capital of Sliensi, said : 
“ The Chinese here are pro-German. This 
seems the case everywhere. The papers are 
fu ll of absurd reports. One day it was com 
mon news ‘ on the street ’ that the Germans 
had attacked London ! Our senior missionary 
offered the papers here, at Reuter’ s request, 
the telegrams free, but they refusd to accept 
them .” —  E. H . Edwards in the London 
“ Tim es.”

F R E N C H W O M E N  AN D E N G L A N D .
The most fantastic stories of Tom m y’ s com 

fort at the front are told by women of all 
classes in France; some appear to think that 
to be brave, a man must he d ir ty ; others 
imagine that because an Englishman likes liis 
tea and bacon be must be backward in taking 
his share of the. fighting, and it is com m only 
believed that the English soldier travels with 
so much luggage that he needs two men to 
carry it for him. A ll these things are small, 
insignificant, unimportant, and what women 
approve or disapprove in the working out of 
m ilitary matters is of small moment, but they 
act on the civilian mind much as a tiresome 
fly acts on the nerves of a would-be sleeper on 
a summer’ s afternoon. They irritate public 
opinion, and they destroy that smooth confi
dence in the plans of the A llies which makes, 
for internal peace and the s^nse of security 
which always comes from union.

The main cause _of this attitude of the 
Frenchwomen is their im perfect knowledge of 
England and E ngland’s part in the war., They 
know that we have sent an Expeditionary 
Force, and they know that in comparison with 
the A rm y France has put into the field it is 
but a very small factor. They think that its 
exploits have been given undue publicity in

comparison with that allowed to their own 
Arm y, and they are always being asked to 
recognise the superiority of English organisa
tion over French. Our commissariat and our 
ambulance work in particular have been thrust 
under their notice with a good deal of tact
lessness, and it is a perfectly feminine 
“ r ip oste ”  for tliem to say that the French 
soldier fig-lits as well as any soldier in the 
world with a minimum of com fort.

I f , on the other hand, the Frenchwomen 
could be pursuaded to believe that Eng-land is 
giving and w orking with generosity, intelli
gence, and disinterestedness, we , should have 
no more powerful ally than she herself would 
be. But, so far, the Frenchwoman does not 
believe this, and even though she be fed with 
the necessary intelligence to produce such 
faith for a very long- time, she will be slow’ to 
learn, for she is, o f all beings, the least easily 
persuaded to set aside old doubts for new 
hopes.— London “  Tim es.”

NO LA C K  OF E L I G I B L E  MEN IN 
G E R M A N Y .

It  is curious that German railways and Ger
man hotels, viewed superficially, of all the 
Fatherland’s institutions seem least affected 
by the war. Neither lias sacrificed, outwardly 
at least, any of the efficiency and com fort 
associated with both, the prices charged by 
both have not deviated from  those of six 
months ago, and both appear to be staffed by 
employees as numerous and as young as ever. 
Most of the railwaymen I saw were between 
the ages o f 25 and 40, and in the hotels the 
waiters, clerks, porters, and other attendants 
were both youthful and stalwart. Parentheti
ca lly /le t  me state here that it is nothing short 
o f amazing the number of physically fit youths 
o f from  18 to 25 one finds among the waiters 
in Germany to-day. There are shortages of 
many kinds in the Kaiser’s realm, but lack of 
men eligible for the front is not one o f them. 
Here again is a subject that must be dealt with 
separately and at length in a later article.-— 
London “ Daily C hronicle”  (Special Corres
pondent in Germany).

N A T I O N A L  ECONOMICS.
Professor von Liszt, Germ any’s greatest 

authority on crim inology and international 
law, lias been lecturing on the latter subject 
to the Berlin Association of Merchants.

H is main contention is that this war has up
set all our conceptions o f international law, 
and that the proud edifice which was labori
ously built in the years before the war has 
fallen about our ears like a castle of paste
board. There is no longer a science of “ world 
econom ics,”  there exists only “ national econo
m ics.”  Every nation is a law unto itself. In 
stead of the earlier com munity of interests 
among nations, there is now only a contrariety 
tof interests. International law lias proved 
itself only paper law.

In numerous eases, says Professor von Liszt, 
international law has been seriously com pro
mised by belligerents. It is useless talking of 
the Declaration of London. N ot being ratified 
it does not exist as an authoritative code. 
Only those regulations are binding which may 
be called “ custom s,”  and in naval warfare 
these regulations are so paltry that hardly one 
complete paragraph remains firmly fixed.

Professor von Liszt turned his attention to 
England and maintained that English action 
lately has iiot been a mere violation of inter
national law, but its total negation. Her ac
tion has been worse than the Russian horrors 
in East Prussia or the judicial murders in 
France. England, says the learned Professor, 
does not admit her iniquity. Her principle is 
th is : That is right and lawful whifcli is o f ad
vantage to England and injures others, and 
w rong and illegal is that which injures E ng
land and is o f advantage to others. I f  there 
is any disparity between the views held to-day 
by England and those held yesterday it is not 
a matter which bothers her much.

v / :  v , ;  . p ? w  a

In  conclusion, Liszt, reminded his audience- 
that England some time ago declared the- 
Ndrth Sea d's'ivHvar'iihnA' and that it Was Ger- 
maity’ si < b goods right!”  to retaliate by declar
ing British waters a war zone. The British 
declaration 'was,: o f course, iii accordance - with 
British notiohs- of L a w ;'th e  German declara
tion is f in accpydanpe with German notions. 
R ight ,aud Law are only possible, said the 
Professor, 1 between ' nations regarding each 
Other as entitled !to Right-and Law . They are 
impossible things - so long as England claims 
for herself .the suprqm^cy.pf' the $eag,; ,

Germany must, create, a sea. law, against 
England. The main object of this war, de
clares Liszt, is to deprive England o f this 
supremacy claimed by her and to give the 
freedom of the sea, and equal rights at sea, to 
all nations.— “ Daily Chronicle.”  ■
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