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The following question addressed to the Bri-
tish Premier has appeared, for six weeks on the
Notice Paper of the British Parliament, Mr.
Lloyd-George dodging it every day/ai™d Mr.
Ginnell refusing *to abcept,ah answer from any
of his underlings id—

Mr. GinnellT—To ‘'ask the Prime Minister,
whether he has noticed that, since July, 1914,
in divisions in this House oh matters affecting
Ireland all English parties.have combined to
outvote and defeat the party claiming to re-
present Irish Nationalists; that the leaders of
that party frequently complain oflhaving been
betrayed,'contemptuously igiiored,’ and a pol-
icy pursued opposed to that which they ad-
vised ; that every memorial and resolution sent
to thejGovernment, or to any Member of the
Government,'by an Irish corporation, county,
borough, or district council, or other represen-
tative body on a matter of Iri8h importance
has -been similarly treated, and, the'.opposite
policy pursued; that all the forms, of'justice
and of civij. law have been abrogated;- that
.men no,t subject-to military law have, been, in
contravention* of English statutes, tried by
secretcourts-martial, somp executed, and many
sent to penal servitude where they, still are;
that many, without charge or trial, have, been
deported to England, where they still are;
that no public meeting of protest is allowed,;
that elected public bodies are, warned not to
call attention to these things;, that so much

mg| .v-tha. publig., rPress as is, not silenced

bjr* bnbesr is”silewffed
authority.; ..that Ireland is- hela and ruled'
as a conquered country by a large army
of occupation; tlia#its appeals tolfcieutral coun-
tries, in the absence of constitutional govern-
ment~afe intercepted and prevented: that the
Irish peopl~forced. by "these facts to withdraw
their~rE£$fesefotation mfrdm Westminster-. and
I"kt'plsewhe”eNjFbr: jiistidfe. nowftrfut and-rely
\woS ~thtjni&elvfcs* alf>r6; Sirini Fein  amhainij
and whether he has any statement to make on
the international,."the*~English," -or the ii*'e
aspect oi this situation.

''m ¥ As*- _f'e o gii J

lil Hansilt'd, 129,6-7j/$*e fijisl the following :4"

Mr. £rin”ell [by Private Notice) asked the
Chief Secretary for Itel&nd whether the Eng-
lish GovermrieS™t*in Ireland'has prevented Mr.
Arthur Griffith from I”cturipg, ki the.,publie
hall in Ininerick; on what'grounds and \inder
‘wha,t law; what was the subject of the pro-
posed lecture; is any person allowed to lecture
in [|JAM]&NMfi tintt subjeei iow]?i  Mr.-Griffith
allo™ea'w lecture -iti ‘any*part5of IreMnd on
any subject, and whether the Press of Ireland
is under a gejieral and special command not .to
pniNlisli or comment on thet pfol~bitk&r of .Mr.
w*Mrtn, or any”Parliamentary* matter relating
thereto? .

Mr. !'Brace: The Cnief Secretary, who has
been called away to Ireland, has asked me to
deal with any questions. I have had no
ngtica of this -question, ~uti”f-the, hon* MY \Jer
® n rIraf?dJii- TCis®udstion \r wilr dombiTImcMe
with iliftJfrijh Office r.so that, he may, haj\Ve a
writralrt'eprskK*

Mr. Ginnell: In view------

Hon. Members: Order; order.

Mr. Ginnell: On a point of order-

i&¥r. Dppu”y, 8pea.Jker: Jhis. Question in the
orainatfy course would ngt have bj(<dijj Allowed
af all in the fiour. It is clearly one of those
of fwluch noticfiL should, be.giyen. ,The hom
Meinb$£ lias bfeen promised jjm answer. j'»
*'7r.Kyinnelf? *In of'this, i want to give
notice that on the Adjournment for Eastey I
will raise' the question- of- the misgovernment
in Ireland at present and proposed in future.

& t\ tsjteH JO mam me.uq y*>*3
»_ BniMh™ni Idr-th~~djamm -
mehx came on business was so arrangea by

byv Goy&rnp™pnt.
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.the British Government that Mr. Ginnell was
prevented from raising the question.

- - t

The subsidy of £31,000 paid to the “ Free-
man’s Journal” under the guise of .Compen-
sation—at the rate of £63,000 for property
valued by the'“ Freetiian's Jourf/’ itself at
£32,000 is an instance'of how the British Gov-
ernment is spending the taxpayers’ money.
Another instance eis/'disclosed in the British
Auditor-General’s report. It aj™pears that the
British Government engaged to pay a sum of
£3,500 for'a <epatriotic demonstration ” to be
arranged by Mrs. Panfehui'st and addressed by
the present British Premier. After the
‘* patriotic demonstration” Mrs. Pankhurst's
association claimed an extra £674 which, 1t
was alleged, was expended—and got it. “ Re-
ceipted Vouchers,” says the Auditor-General,
“ were produced in' only a few cases.”

The following Boards have appointed dele-
gates* to Count Plunkett's Conference:—Athy
No. 2 R.D.C., Bandon R.D.C., Bantry P.L.G.,
Corofin R.D.C., Corofin P.L.G., Carrick-on-
Sujr P.L.G., Carrickmacros8 U.D.C., Cavan
P.L.G., Cahirciveen P.L.G., Clonakilty
R.D.C., Delvin R.D.C., Dunmanway P..L.G.,
Enniscorthy R.D.C., Edenderry No. 1 R.D.C.
(King's Co.)j Fermdy U.D.C., Galway TJ.D:C.
Galway P.'L.G., Glenties R.D.C., Killarney
R.D.C., Kilkenny Corporation; KinsaleU.D.C.
Listowel U.D.C., Listowel P.L.G., Listowel
tT.D.C., Mitchelstown No. 1 R.D.C.'* Nenagh
P.L-Gie'jNenagh M .D,.C., New Ross P".G!,
Ol asjtleNiPiili.G. *?Ra wn,,.Cammisr
siOTiere, 1? %itfilcralep LG..
SHgo Corporation, Thoinastown R.Dkfr*West-
po~t TJ.D.C.

- - #

We quote the following from *“ Common

Sense

“ According to compilations of casualty
lists from every available source, Washing-
ton statisticians estimate the number of
killed, ~wounded, -and missing up to =1st
January, 1917. These figures are based upon
the assumption that-ia Germany 90 per cent,
of the wounded return to the front and 80 per
cent, in other countries.  Though unofficial,
they represent the estimates of extremely well-
informed neutral observers and are exceedingly
interesting —

ENTENTE,
Captured
Killed 'Wounded  Missing  Totial
England 205,400' : 102,500 107,500 515,400
France ai 870,000 540,800 400',000 1,810,800
Russia 1,500,000 . 784,200 800,000 3,084,200
Italy, 105,000 . 49,000 55,000.. 209,000
Belgium 50,000 22j000 40,000 112,000
Serbia 6d,000 28,000 -NH 88,000
Total 2,790,400 1,526,500 1,402,500 5,818,000
CENTRAL POWERS.
Germany 893,200 450,000 245,000 1,585,200
Austria 523,100  ‘355,0fo 591,000 1,469,100
Turkey 127,000 110,000 70,000 807,000
Bulgaria 7,8)0 7,000 6,000 20,000
Total 1,550,800 . 922,000 912,000 3,381,800

The wounded here given are, of course, only
the wounded who are; permanently disabled.
The losses for Roumania are omitted, and these
added*to the total ,of the Entente would make
the losses of the Allies nearly 2 to 1 the losses
of the Central Powers. In all nearly ten mil-
lions of men in the prime of life and vigour
have been lost to the ,World in Zk years. -a

“ Common "Sextse”’’ ' commenting on the ex-
pressed indignation of its fellows of the Eng-
lish >Press at, the destruction of proper]y.
and jm>di*ce  Northern France carried Qu®
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during the German retreat, reprints Reuter s
account of how the Russians acted during their
retreat from Poland. This account appeared
on July, 8th, 1915:

The. newspapers in Warsaw announced
that the evacuation of:the city would begin
on July.1.8th, but even before then crowds
of the people were hurryiiig eastward on a
thousand goods wagons which had accumu-
lated at the- railway station.
< Fully halt' the population was removed
in addition to 100,000 peasants, whose homes
were burnt an4 whose crops were destroyed..

Practically the entire countryside has
been swept bare. Every scrap of metal has
been removed, including telegraph and tele*
phone wires, church bells, and machinery®

All the art treasures have been 6ent to
Moscow, and the municipal and State ar-
«<hives and £3,000,000 in cash were%ll re-
moved.

By-July 21 there was not even a wheeled
vehicle or a horse left in the city. Ten
thousand thouses had been destroyed, and
there was no public., water supply, as the
pimping station machinery had been re-
moved.

Poland is now a desert of blackened ruins,
and in a plight worse than Belgium.

“ Common Sense” recalls that the London
Press applauded all this. “ We all remem-
ber,” it writes, ‘‘ how *the London press con- .
soled its readers for the failure of ‘ the Steam
Roller/ by dwelling on tlje utter destruction
of. Poland,.which- was hailed as a*splendid
example of military strategy, making the Ger-
man conguest »
of* thle* great, featuresv.of v this «
War ¢ or 1fCrusade fOf " Mbei-ty s, the=
Nabsolute.jpithlessnesslof the military ma~Miihp ’
and the general .indifference to humanslife
and suffering on the part of th% spectators-*-/
more especially, of the newspapers which pre-
tend to express public opinion.”’

'According tomthe “ Nieuwe Rotterdam”clie.
Courant, "’‘the gontinunance of this wad?tlirough-
out 1917 will cause a world famine. Big crops 4
are highly improbable*this year, through the
reduction of labour, the faulty technical super-
vision in the belligerent countries, and the
lack of manures. . Germany has nearly a mon-
opoly of potassium, and the countries of the
Allies and the 'United Spates will have to do
without this, indispensable ingredient, and as
a result many fields will produce smaller crops.
The increasing shortage of Chile saltpetre will,
it adds, result in a great reduction >of the
potato output.

The estimated wheat crop of 1917 from Ar-
gentina, Australia, and New/ Zealand, is 7.7
per cent, below 'the average.  The United
States crop, after providing for the people of
the United States, will leave only 200,000,000
to 400,000,000 bushels for export to Europe.
The freight on~maize and rrice—possible sub-
stitutes for wheat—has risen'from.28s. 6d. (R.
Plate) to:75s.'¢d; Rice (from Rangoon) 6s.
10£d. to 26s. 6d.; sago from 13s. 6d. to 60s.
ahd tapioca from 13s. 6d. to 65s.

Mr. J. A. Smyth, o{ Rathpnny, urges the
cultivation of the sugar beet.. He writes at
length-—

A deep, ricli soil,, well manured with farm-
yard manure, .in which there is an, admixture
or straw, whichicontains a high percentage of
Nitrogenous matter, is required to, grow rich
beet root. It may be mentioned th”t.ithere
are ,twp systems of culture peculiar to it, the
wide aiid the .ciose.. The firstwhich is the
wwing of tjje seed ip drills, about %.feet wide,
is best system to adopt in producing rich
beet swal)le> for feeding vpurjpoaes. as. it.will



produce roots weighing upwards of 6 Ibs., and
is .excellent food for milch cows and fattening
pigs, far'superior to either the mangold or
, turnip. The close system being the sowing
of the seed in small drills about 17 inches
wide, or in lines, th” same distance apart, and
in thinning out, Neaving the plants as closely
as possible to eacli other in the lines yielding
roots weighing from 1£ "to 2 Ibs. which are
the best adapted for manufacturing purposes,
as they proportionately per ton contain a higher
percentage of sugar than the larger root, al-
though proportionately per acre, the wide sys-
tem of culture yields the greater amount of
sugar. The cartage of the larger roots to a
sugar' refinery, the delay in chipping them,
and the congestion of the diffusion batteries,
which is thereby entailed would render sugar
manufacturing less remunerative than it other-
wise would have been. An lIrish acre of rich
beet root Cultivated on the wide system will
yield about 35 tons containing 13 per cent of
sugar; while an Irish acre cultivated on the
close system will yield 24°tons containing 15
per cent, of sugar.”

Mr. Smyth asks is there any Irishman,
Nationalist or Unionist, “who will give a defin-
ite lead in connection with establishing this
much-needed industry among us, by welding
the farmers.together on the co-operative system.
I there is, let him step into the breach at once.
It may be possible this Spring to purchase

-lbme consignments of Russian beet seed in
Paris, by proper negotiations. This would be
one of the great means of building up a pros-
perous and industrial Ireland, and would give
the people'a tangible lesson in the science of
government, which centres round those five
cardinal problems—education, agriculture,
manufacture, finance and comme&e.”

- # -

We agree with Mr. Smyth. Fopr years we
urged on the Department of Agriculture the
importance of establishing beet-culture in Ire-
land. The Department of Agriculture had its
secret instructions from England not to set up
the manufacture of sugar in Ireland, stand it
carried them out. u

The Beet-Sugar Industry in Europe is the
result of the attempt of England in the wars
of the French Revolution to deprive France
of sugar. England out off the over-seas sup-

.plies and France thereupon set to and dis-
covered how to extract sugar from beet. .In
. Germany the beet-sugar industry is an econ-,
omic source of wealth to the people.
France, Holland, Belgium, it is a great indus-
try. The German chemists who experimented
by invitation on the cultivation of the sugar-
beet in Ireland forty years ago reported that
neither in Germany ~or elsewhere in Europe
was there soil so favourable as in Ireland. The
Irish-grown beet was rich in the proportion of
&some 13 to 10 for the best European beet out-
side Ireland. 4

Many years ago a little agitation sprang up
in Ireland for the cultivation of the beet and
the establishment of a good Irish sugar indus-
try. An astute government, when the agita-
tion got troublesome, put on a benevolent

jsmile and said, “ yes, go ahead by all means/*
Then the astute Government arranged the de-
tails. The beet-sugar factory was established
near Mountmellick. The factory premises
were old and unsound. They were,carefully
chosen to be 2 miles away from the canal. A
second-hand boiler was installed, the boiler
being warranted not to work; a staff was
employed which knew'as little about sugar
as it did about Japanese, and a manager was
set over tbe staff, whose recommendation was
that, though he knew nothing about sugar-
beet, he had fought against Pius IX. JThe
sugar-beet factory of course wound up, anathe
British Government shook its head. See,”
it said, “ after all' the assistance we gave you,
it was of no avail. Clearly Ireland is quite
unsuited for the'cultivation and manufacture
of sugar.”

- He -

In pre-war times we annually imported™ into
this country sugar and sugar manufactures to
the. value of about £3,000,000. We could
have ljept that money in the country and em-
ployed thousands of people if we had been
permitted to cultivate and manufacture for
ourselves—if it had not been that the vast
English Sugar Interests blocked the way.
Sugar is now hard to get even at trebled prices
whereas sugar should be one of the most plen-
tiful products of this country and one of the
cheapest, and would be if we had a National
Government. The growing and cultivation
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of the beet is simple work, but unless the
factory is thefre, there is little inducement
for the farmers to grow it. | A first-rate

beet-sugar factory could be equipped and run
for £40,006—something like ~rhat England is
spending every hour of the day in carrying
on the war against Germany. There can be
no question now, if suet a factory existedv of
how profitable the manufacture would be to
the owners and-how beneficial tp-the people
of this country by increasing and cheapening

the sugar supply.
*

leA&Att tIA n-01tItROAC topOtAIWAC.
IX.

3. Ajtif 00 fpoip ati 0OtAig eile
Agup fiG'o oAome Ag leigmcV An oeACAig Ap
puAio. na ocigte Apip, Agup Ag ceiCeAO, 50 *ocT
50 bpuApAO An oume ciAllifiAp AOubAipc leo |
pAn 1 bpAO uAib ;

An opoC-gAl

JUAfC 4Ci CAOQGATO m ile

4. fiipigeAnn.,

p6 / po.

CipigeAnn

im tigr6, Agup leigrb An c-uipce Ap An
piApc fAn Agup ciopmAigro 6 ,locpeo, mA geibeAnn
fin pem bAp On' nopoC-gAl, 50 OpAnpAto bup
SCIAnn in ©up n-oi$peACc in bup noiAfO Agup 50
mbeiO beAnnACS nA ouitCe opAib.

5. ACc ni.leigpeAO An leipce *O0Obo u | Corh paoa
0 bAile, Agup bi eAjjLA aca poimip An mbAp: mAp
pin niop bpAOA 50 OpuApAOAp bAp Ap A leAbtACAlb.
#00 gluAip An opoC-gAl poimip, Agup OFf pfi CAgtA
ipteAC 1 noetC nouitCi CeAtiA pfiin.

6. Oip, An ce nA neipeoCArO aiuaC Ap a tig
pém Cum 0111 Ag cporo Leip An ole, Cum e pcpiop
Ap af aiO nA CAtifiAn, ciocpArO An c-olc pfinA OCm

Agup peApOCAIO p6 AgAfO Ap AgAfO leip.

- X.

1. CunfmigrO 50 bpuil pb 1 IAp nA gcoigcpioC
mAp beAO cpeuo caopaC imeApc nA bpAolCon,
nO CAmtA 1 ocip namao, Agup berO An cpiotCAin
eAopAt0.

2. lao puo tiA mAipeAnn 1 piotCAm ip coptfiAil
iao leip nA peitin a tfirOeAnn AmaC On ocpeuo,
Oip ni ifiotAigio piAO An mACcfpe Ag ceACc ; nO, ip
coprhAit iao le pAigoitiipi a terteAnn AmAC On
gCAmtA, Oip ni peicio piAO An nArftAio; aCc tA
motAigroip nA pej£l An mACrtpe Ag ceACc Agup x»&
bpeiciofn nA pAfc>i0ilU An nAifiAro opAnpAiofp
-mAp a pAib ACA. "'

3. -Agup ni bfe An Up?on0Oio SAcaitoa AtfiAin

* In*1 ip nAmAio a5Aib aCc iao puo uite a oibpigeAnn

Agup a IAbpAnn 1 Ainm nA UpfonOroe pin ; Agup

imeApc nA gcoigcpioC ip UontfiAp iao tuCc lieApc
Agup CotfiBpom Agup ComCpuinnigCeACc Agup

CAipbe =0 AOpAO.

4. Tit commAit pb go UHp, aCc An c6 ip meApA
opAib ip peApp 6 'nA An coigcpfoC pogAtiCA, Oip cS
An ppiopAio fit) Cum IObeAptA OeunArh oe pCm 1

ngAC oume AgAib.".

5. Agup mA cA euro AgAib nAC mAp a Cfllle, tp
mAp geAll Ap eut>Aige nA gcoigcpfoC 00 beiC AgAib
CUIt)- AgAib Agup boin6it> *OeApgA
;cum eile
Agup
An Cun> elle AgAlb Agup IoppArOe Agup bAlpero

*0A CAlteATfl e
AgAib ©A CAiteAm Ap nOp nA bfpAncAC

J-AgAib etfOAiIgCe in eipmfn mAn cSApANAiIg ;

.bocOin
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cfl An pAOAiIl mA Cionti CO palaCap u,ippi ; 1 nuAip
a OApcAp leAC An gAouvOe t 6 gAbCA, ni
Cum, 6 CAppAng Cum nA

g0 bpuil pAn *oe CiipAm

bionn
moeiCneAp. opc cpoiCe.

UAit) oAome eile Ann

OppA.
itifl0 .
pioprOeunfAige,

CofOCe ; mAp,

Tli Ceippro a leitfiroi opAinn
le CApfiip bAip 00n CpoCAipe 1
gcACAip AipiCe pa bfpAinc, Ag lopg oipiq
An CpoCAipe pin cpi Ceup, pe-"OeiC-Arpe *oe t>Aoine.

11. Ag IAbAipc OAOib Ap An Aimpip acA imigte,
mA *oeip pib : 'OemeA’'O a leitftto peo oe bocCtn
pA CaC pAn, 7 a leiCCip ptio oe.bocOn pA CAt
eile pn t a leitfeio pCo eile oe bocun pA cupup
Oo : cA go mAit; aCc nA ceApAiO cApfiip An mCio
bpuil AnA-geupCOip AgAib, mAp ip uipipce
Ate ip o0eACAip *oeAgtpbite

puo

pin go
o’'Aitmc
o 'Aidnc.

12. tTIA bionn poll pA peicciuip nO ppocA oub
Aip, An Ceuo AmaoAn a CioCpArO CipO p6 6; aCc
ni mOp bpeiCeAm Ap peiccifiipi Cum oeAgCAili6-
eACcAi An peicciiipA o’aiCiuc.

3. OnocAob ip gile a beipio oeAgOAome bpeit
Ap ocflip.

14 .*&g ulltfiugAO l1gedp nA bAtmpipe nA cAinig,
mOp oon pAp Ap An Aimpip acA
- ip
ICim cap oig 00,

ni Aigtie oul
imigte ; aCc gAn oul piAp aCc Com paoa

CCrOeAnn An oume poim ‘Ouloe
Cum pumniifi 00 Cup pA ICtm.

X1.

1. UA pib 1 IAp ua gcoigcpioC mAp beAO IuCc
lumge bpipce Ap tpAi$ eACcpAnnAC.

2. SAn Am pAn, 00 pit long Ap cpAig ; ACc
mAp pn p6ém tAmig euro t>e ifiuincip ha lumge
plAn Ap An ocpAig iapaCca.

3. OppA pAn bi pAigoiOipi i mAipneulAig t
ceApoAiOte t oAome poglumAncA, luCc leAbAp
00 pcpiobAO.

4. t)IOOAp go 1dp Ag oeunAm buAptA.l bA

: 00 CuAOAp

miAn leo plleAO Cum a ocipe pCm
1 gcomAiple.

5. Tliop tugAOAp mumcip An COpCA'long nA
bAt) oOib i, coipc iao a beit pAnnCAC, ni tAbAp-

00ib gAn~ AipgeA*o.

6. 'O’'imigeAOAp nA mAp pm i
topnAigOAp Ap belt Ag peuCAmc nA gcpAnn Agup
eAGoppA pCm peuCAmc.
a mOeunpioip

pAroip An c-AOmAO pCm

Cum coille

Ag cup Agup Ag cuiceAm
CA mero cpAnn a OeAO uaCa t co.nup
c6 aca Ap nOp An cpeAnAptAig 6 nO Ap
nO bpig nO cuicfiip a

An c-AptAC :

nOp nuA; cfe ACfi, ppigeuo

=Oeunproip.

L1Am O tiinn.

GRAND

RISH CONCERT

Organised by the Executive of

Irish National Aid and Volunteer
Dependents’ Fond

(by kind permission of the Lord Mayor)

WILL BK HELD IN THE

a bionn An CIAnn p6 bpeigpioCc mAp pin ip mime

nA fiAiCnigeAnn a mACAip pCin iao.

6. ACc Coitl lTUAt Agup CuippiO PAT) umpA Aplp
,An czamara polAnnAC, AitneoCAio piAO uiie a
Cftile, Agup punopit> piAt) Ap glfimtb a mACAp Agup
oeunpAiO ppe iat> go l4ip tjpAipce CuiCi mAp a

N

Céile.

7. tlIA bftifO l1*gcortmurbe Ag cuap”aC cionx:A
1p eoloAoib

Agup peACAf nA tiAimppe acA imigte.

. go n-AbpAnn An c-AtAip pAoipane leip An bpeACAC
\gAn cuimneAm Ap a feAnA-peaca! Aplp; Agup go.
IAbAipc oppA le T>AOine eile, mAp
" t>eineAnn cuitfine-Am Agup compAO moen cpOpc pAn

. mOpmOp gAN

miAn nA bpeACAi *00 mOipcilc Aptp.
X.

(Ap leAmfiAinc.) -

8. tlA 51A01010 AmAC :
peo oe pmAl Ap An irouine pn,

leitero pfro oe Coip. ‘OeinrO  x>eiifi.n oe go
bpuigpeAp OAOtne go mbetO p6 oe tiuAlgAp oppA
nA copea pAn 00 CuApoAC t bpeiCitfi gup" leo

bpeit t)0 bpeiC oppA t cpoCAipi Cum iao o’AgAipc.
9- Ag gAbAit cpio An gCAtAip ouic, n! glAnAnn

peuC go bpuil a leiteio
nl mOp O00m 6
noCCAO ; pn6 An moume t>em a leitwo peo nO a

V\/ednaday Aprll 18th

at 8 p.m.

Numerous Popular Artistes have
kindly offered their services

Resened Seats
General Admission, 2s. and s,

Exchequer St) ® 3S«

Every purchaser of a Ticketis a
direct contribution to the Fund
of the full amount so paid.
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ENGLISH IMPERIALISM.

J—

V.

Adverse to Nature and Reason.—'“ There
™ nothing,” says the historian of the Decline
and Fall of the Boman Empire [Gibbon],
*more adverse to nature and reason than to
hold in obedience remote countries and for-
eign nations, in opposition to their inclination
and interest. A torernt of barbarians may pass
over the earth, but an extensive empire must'
be supported by a refined system of policy
and oppression; in the centre an absolute
power, prompt in action and rich in resources;
a swift and easy communication with the ex-
treme parts; fortifications to check the first
effort of rebellion; a regular administration
to protect and punish; and a well-disciplined
army to inspire fear, without provoking dis-
content and despair.’ ... If you h"ve Empire,
you will, in one form or another, ras Gibbon
says, have absolute power. So it has been
from the da”s of the Assyrian Empire down
to the days of the Empire of Napoleon. So
i" will always be. In gaining a vast Empire
abroad, Spain forfeited liberty at home.”
Goldwin Smith, D.C.L.: “ Commonwealth or
Empire,” p. 33.

Against the Commonwealth.—* Against the
Commonwealth three forces, distinct but con-
vergent, are now (1902) arrayed." They are
Plutocracy, Militarism, and Imperialism.
The three instinctively conspire; to the pluto-
crat Imperialism is politically congenial, while
he feels that militarism impregnates society
with a spirit of conservatism, and may in
case of a conflict of classes furnish a useful
force of repression, (p. 2). It is in-
structive to mark the political effect that Im-
perialism, with its inevitable-consort, Militar-
ism, has already begun to produce in Great
Britain. The party of Liberalism and Pro-
gress lies prostrate. That of Aristocracy or.
Plutocracy and reaction triumphs.” (p.35).
Goldwin Smith, “ Commonwealth or Empire.”

Fit for a Nation governed by Shopkeepers.
—*“ Will commerce find in the end that it has
best promoted its own interests by filling the
world with havoc? Will not the price
of conquest in itself be a formidable offset to
the profit? It is true, the expenditure
falls on theVpubHc, the gain accrues to the
trader, who is active in support of a policy
which serves his interest, while the public
yawns over the dry details of national finance.
As Adam Sxnith says: *To found a great Em-
pire for the sole purpose of raising up a people
of customers, may, at first sight, appear a
project fit only for a nation of shopkeepers.
It is,- however, a project altogether unfit for
a nation of shopkeepers, but extremely fit for
a nation whose government is influenced by
shopkeepers.  Such statesmen, and such
statesmen onlyj are capable of fancying, that
they will find some advantage in employing
the blood and treasure of their fellow-citizens
to found and maintain such an empire.’”
Goldwin Smith, “ Commonwealth or Empire,”
p. 39.

Corruption of Empire and Birth of Nations.
—*“ Empire and Emperor are Boman names,
and the tradition of Boman Empire still floats
before the fancy of modern Imperialists. . ..
The Boman Empire united all the Nations
within its pale, albeit more in the way of
common subjection than of brotherhood. . Its
great merit was that it maintained peace, a
peace, however, broken by the German war,
the British war, the Jewish war, and the civil
wars in the time of jGalba, Otho, and Vitellius,
a« well as by the border wars with the Parth-
ians, Dacians, and other tribes. . . Literature
languished and died. The people of the Imperial
City became a debased, debauched, and men-
dicant rabble. The plac£.of nationalities, some
of them richly endowed and promising, which
had been sacrified to pile up the Empire, could
not be filled by the satellites of a central de-
spotism. The end everywhere was decay,
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moral,’' political, and social. At last over the
wide expanse ,of Imperial corruption bands of
uncorrupted barbarians stalked as conquerors
t? found,, new nations.” . Goldwin Smith,
Commonwealth or Empire,” p. 60.

S S— -

TO THB PEOPLE OP IRELAND.
—— ..

Concerning the brazen Half-Meafures, known
as ‘' Free Institutions,” coined byi one
T. P. Would (an he could)* Government
Hack, with a Deflgn to have them pafs
in this Kingdom:

[We have received the following Utter evidently
from the venerable thade of Dean Swijt;]

My dear Countrymen,

Having been an Eye-Witnefs of fome recent
-Parliamentary Play-Acting what I.intend now
to fay to you is, next to the C$££ of your fal-
vation, of the greateft Concern to yourfelves
and to thofe who will come alter you: There-
fore | do moft earneftly exhort-you to hear me
for my Caufe and to be filent that you may
hear; which that you may do the more eafily
I have but to remind you how in the Paft the
Caufe of Ireland hath fo oft and fo perfiftently
been fwamped in ufelefs Controversy and fo-
called Oratory, whereby the main Iffue was
like to be talked out, with unhappy Divifion,
moreover between Irifhinen; unlike the
motion of Mr. D------ n againft Deportations
which in the Parliament Houfe was Confider-
ately ‘‘talked out” without a “ Divifion” ;
the which doth but go to prove the ardently
vibrating ftatement of Mr. H------ y that the

~Government doth more owe to Mr. B—jd,
than it can ever hope to repay; whereat the
Endqlifh members prefent did much apf)laud,,
and moft condefcendingly, being wholly un-
confcious, in their fmug felf-Complacency, of
the cauterizing fatire therein apparent to Irish-
men of every degree.

Having faid thus much Mr. H------ y, who

3

Benefactors fo aefthetic and super-refined a
Figure of fpeech as “ the “ Knock-out Blow,"”’
their prefumptuous Kultur being lacking in.
any fuch idealifm; fo, too, I. as the humble
member of a recognised inferior Bace, muft
borrow from the real “ fuper-men” the Meta-
phor of a “ Dog.”

Therefore, my dear Countrymen, prefuming
to ufe fuch metaphor, even as Mr. .H Y,
himfelf a mere Irifhman, (but no doubt en-
lightened by long Confort with the firft Gentle-
men of Europe), | will now go on to tell you.
that the brazen Half-meafures coined by this
defpicable T. P. Would, a mean Government
Hack, and Coalition Ofiice-Boy; nay, further,
the “ dramatic fkeddaddle” of the Party, the
carefully rehearfed fpeech, copioufly written
in Advance, and the hiftrionic Pofes and Gef-
tures that muft have been ftudied for days
before a Looking-Glafs while the Prime Min-
Ifter grinned Appreciation over a fboulder;
and now the wrigglings and vague poftpone-
ments and “ pledges” of Mr. B—m+ L—w,
with the object of time-faving till the Colonial
Premiers be got rid of; all thefe are no more
than the laft Howls of the faid “ Dog ” direc-
ted alive. Thefe contortions and fomerfaults
are the only Beferve that is left him. And.
the direct Caufe of it all was the Befult of the
Bofcommon Election and the expected Appeal
ol' Count Plunkett to Public Bodies in Ireland.

I Here is the Writing on the Wall; as was well
fhown during the complete Beading of the
Columns of “ Nationality” by Mr. S——1, in
]his maiden fpeech, tliefe Columns in which
was reproduced the Invitation to Count Plun-
kett to ftand for Bofcommon, and during the
Beading of which, with its ringing Phrafes
of fincerity and Earneftnefs of Purpofe, her-
alding, the Death-Knell of British Hypocrify
and Tyranny in Ireland, the proverbial’ Pin
could have been heard to drop in this Houfe
hoary with the Tradition of moanin%] Irith
fupplication and contemptuous Englith Re-
fponfe (fic!). It was above their Heads, thefe
flow-witted Dullards. They could only liften
in fullen uneafy filence: But an Irifhman in
the Public Gallery had all he could do not to
fhont in Exultation, at this veritable Magna

fcemeth content but to play the Bole of CourtlmCharta till he remembered that new Ireland

Jefter at the “ dramatic fkeddaddle ”
“ Party”, went on to prophefy that the
‘Party” would return to that “ Houfe”
“ with its Tail between its Legs” (and faith
lie would fince appear to- have been in the
right of it!); wliere&t there-was yet another
~Punctuation”, of patronizing Guffaws from
the Englifh Dullards down to whofe level this
metaphor did moft adequately defcend, the
“ fporting Inftinct” of every Englifhman
being a Thing that is as notorious as Irifh
Ignorance and Lazinefs and Dirt and Irrefpon-
fibility, thanks to the felf-fame fource of In-
formation in each Cafe, ceafelefs Repetition
by the Englifh themfelves. Neither, on this
Occafion, did the foie Patentees of a “ fenfe
of Fairplay,” the compofition of which, as the
well-informed world has long known is
u guarded fecret known only to English-
men, fail, to reveal .their, dread fkeleton
to conceal, in that they have not yet, nor
ever will have, difcovered what are the In-
gredients of a “ fenfe of Humour,” of which
they ftand in fuch Awe as have the Ignorant,
of all Periods of Hiftory, of the Unknown;
and fo, fearful of being confidered as lacking
the Quality they do moft covet, did they follow
the fimple Buie, alone poffible for Dullards,
and did laugh the moft boifterously at that
which they did the leaft underftand; fave
where a ftatement was too fubtil for them even
to mifunderftand, as in the cafe of the cauftic
Reference to the indebtednefs of the Govern-
ment to the Mifleader of the Irifh Bace at
Home and Abroad, when they did, by their
hypocritically and patronizingly appreciative
Applaufe, give their Game completely away.
Having thus introduced by indirect Means,
borrowing indeed from an Englifh Atmofphere
wherein alone, as the worlg has been per-
flftently told by all Englifhmen in all Ages,
“ fport” and “ Fairplay* are like to thrive,
a Metaphor fo <foreign to the Nature of a
backward and, as yet, uncivilized Bace like
ours, (the which, as we know, or ought to
know, from the Frequencv with which our
good Fortune has been drummed into us,
niuft berdue to the ‘regrettable Fact that we
did not from a much earlier Epoch in Hiftory
enjoy the Fruits and the Bleffings and the
Enlightenment of our Lords’ and Matters’
Domination, and fo are far from understanding
fuch Terms of “ fport”); as to which it is
meet that our young men fhould die in Flan-
ders to prevent the daftardly Attempt which
hath* been, made to nip our very Education
in the Bud, and this by fo hunnifh a People
as have to borrow from the true Culture of our

of the

fhouts not. The days of “ Hurroo,” the arti-
ficial “ Hurroo,” are dead! And B— —d Is
all but (I had all but written All Butt!)—at
the end of his Career. The Days of funburftry
and green Flaggery and “ no-diftant-Date
ifm and “ Floor of the Houfe ”-ifm and * Colr
lege-Green” -ifm and *“ BTurroos” are dead.
Ireland is finding nerfelf.

For is there one fection of the enactment
defcribed as “ on the Britifh ftatute Book”
(whatever that did ever fignify!) which could
entitle any of its Provifions to be referred to
as “ Free Inftitutions,” except by fo mercen-
ary and unfcrupulous a wretch as this T.P.
Would, Government Hack? *“ Free Inftitu-
kions” | .If T.P. Would and his Confederates
were not convinced of our fuppofed ftupidity,
they never would have attempted fo audacious
an Enterprife. You have all the Laws of God
and Man on your fide in fcorning fuch Drofs.
For was ever heard fuch a Compound of Im-
pudence, Villainy, and Folly?

Therefore, my dear Countrymen, ftand to it
one and all. Defpife this filthy Trafh. Ig-
nore thefe cY%pers of the Dog” diffected
alive. Keep your Eyes and your Minds on the
Goal. Prepare for the Peace Conference!

I am, my dear Friends, your'loving Com-
patriot, Fellow-Victim, and humble fervant.

The Junioh Dean.

MANUFACTURERS OF

ALL CHURCH REQUISITES.

Irish Poplin Vestments, hand embroidered, from
£3 1M> « set. 8tatnary and Stained Glass by Certi-
fied Artiste.

Bnsts modelled from life, by a rising Irish Scnlptor,
at a reasonable 6pore.

M. CAHILL & CO., 8»AtMfthtKT ST-

IRISH THEATRE, Hardwicke St.

An Enemy of the People.
Play in rive Acts by
HENRIK IBSEN.

Monday, April 23, to Saturday, April 28, 1917.
Six Nights at 8 p.m. Matinee Saturday. 2.30.

PRICES L] 2/- A

The Film Co. of Ireland, Ltd*

WILL PKODUCK
“ Knocknagow or the Home of
Tipperary.”

THE FILM CO. OF IRELAND,
84 DAME ST., DUBLIN.

!/m
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THIS EASTLR WEEK ON

Irish Horn Rosary Beads in the Irish colours
(green, white and orange) 9d., 1/-, and 1/3,
postage Id. extra—Irish Crochet bags to
match 6d. extra.

The Soldier's Song— Full
Pianoforte Accompaniment.
iginal version of both words and music.
by post 1/1.

Beautiful Picture of Emmet, with his complete
Speech at Trial, surmounted with pretty and
~suitable design; best paper m size 30m. x
22in. ; post free 1/-, published at 2/=.

2/6 Irish Poplin Ties in the Irish colours (green,
white and orange), with neat photo tie pin of
any of the leaders—without pin post free 2/-.

1/- Authentlo Picture of Sovereign Parliament
of Ireland—a companion picture to the “ Irish
Volunteers in College Green " —complete with
key—By post 1/3. Similar picture in Colors,
1/6, by post 1/9.

2/*Volunteer Sliver Broooh—crossed rifles, harp
and letters “ 1.V.” —same design as pendant
for Watcb chain.

1/6 Cap Badge as used by the Dublin Volun-
teers, in gold or silver colour—same badge
mounted on safety pin for brooch, 2/*.

7/8 Large 8olld Silver Tara Broooh, beautifully
enamelled in green, white and orange.

3/6 Silver 1916 Pike—3J inches long in form of
brooch.

1/ Unique Fancy Match Box. with two photos
of the leaders inset—a very useful present.

The Graves of Kilmorna—a story of '67, by
Canon Sheehan. Post free, 5/5.

A Bunch of Wild Flowers—Poems on religious
subjects—bv Brian O'Biggins. 8d., by post

Musical Score and
Correct and or-
Ui

7d.

At the Hill o’ the Road—Songs and Poems by
Brian O'Higgins. 6d., by poet 7d.

Glor na hOige—By Brian na Banban. A beau-
tiful Rhyme Book for Children. Verses in
the simplest of Irish, and delightful pictures
by Michael O Riada. 1/-, by post 1/2.

Fun o' the Forge—Humorous short stories, in
Brian O’'Higgins’ best 6tyle—laughter on every
page — good, strong, artistically designed
cover. 1/*, by post 1/2.

WHELAN & SON,

17 UP. ORMOND QUAY, DUBLIN.

Church Furniture.

Designer and Manufacturer

JOSEPH P. KELLY

(Late Manager T. &C. Martin’s Factory)

Specialist in Ecclesiastical Woodwork

Factorg: Jungier Place, Aongier St., Dublin

Best Designer in the Trade.

IRISH COAL | cannot supply yet (owing to wan* of
Railway faoilitiea), but Bright & Good Lasting

HOUSE COAL and SLACK

at Lowest Prices | oan.

A. S. CLARKIN, Cod Merdhart, 208 Gt. Brunswick St.

Special Quotation for Institutions Phone 2760, Dublin

IRISH NATIONAL AID AND VOLUNTEER
DEPENDENTS’ EIINI).

The Gift Sale in aid of the Funds of the above will
be held at the Supper Room, Mansion House, on
Friday and Saturday, the 20th and 21st days of April,
1917. The articles to be offered for Sale may be
viewed at the Mansion House, on the 18th and 19th
insts., between 12 and 5 p.m. The Sale will com-
mence each day at 12 o'clock. Admission to the Sale
will be by Catalogue which is now ready and can be
had at the Office of the Association, 10 Exchequer St.,
Dublin, price Is.

This Sale affords an unique opportunity for Collec-
tors of Old Irish Books, MSS., Curios, etc.

The pictures which form a representative collection
of works by the most eminent living Artists, indude
blank Canvasses by Wiliam Orpen, John Lavery, and
Gerald Kelly, and Etchings, Drawings, etfe., by
Augustus John, Herbert Railton, Morrow, etc. Con-
noiseurs will do well to avail themselves of an oppor-
tunity which is not likely to recur in the annals of
the Dublin Auction Rooms.

e. nvac Aot)A,
63 TALBOT STREET, DUBLIN.
Bicycles, Repairs, Accessories, Prams, Gramaphones,
Repaired.
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Central, for Business or

Pleasure.
FLEMING'S HOTEL,

32 GARDINER’S PLACE, DUBLIN.
Two minutes walk from Gardiner St. Chapel or Trams
SELECT. MODERATE. CONVENIENT.

TAILORING.

GLEESON & Co.

IRISH GOODS ONLY.

Quiet, yet

11 Upper O’'Connell Street.

A GAELIC RESIDENTIAL CLUB

It is proposed? in case sufficient support is forthcom-
ing. to establish the above immediately. A fine old
Dublin Mansion is available for the purpose, combin-
ing Lounge, Library Study, Dining Room, Drawing
Room, Ball Room, Billiard Room, Photographic Dark
Room' Batli Rooms, Work Rooms for Hobbies, and a
number of large as well as similar airy bedrooms with
views extending over mountain and a wide stretch of
country. The House is provided with every latest
modern convenience, and is only a few minutes from
the centre of Dublin. Electric Light throughout.
Electric Lift to all floors, etc., etc.

Terms and further particulars on application.
Apply “ B 3,” “ Nationality.”

Light. Fitzpatrick! Byrme
Power. Electrical Contractors,
Telephone. 39 Thomas St., Dublin.

Osram Lamps
supplied.

Best Work Town or Country.

Highest References. Estimates Tree

All literary communications should be addressed to
the Editor.
All business communications to the Manager,
Harcourt St., Dublin.
ng Rates, see p. 8.

For Subscription and Adverti
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SATURDAY, APRIL 14th, 1917.

NOW, LONGFORD!

Mr. Joseph McGuinness, at present an Irish
political prisoner in Lewes Jail, and formerly
of Longford, has been chosen by a Conference
of Longford Nationalists as candidate for the
representation of the County.

Circumstances have intervened at the moment
or our going to Press to prevent us here saying
zoore.

Now, Longford!

THE US.A. AND THE WAR.

The United States has'entered the conflict
with edifying sentiments on its lips. After
29 months of the War President Wilson an-
nounced to the world that he was unable to
discover why it was being waged. After 32
TO,onths of the War President Wilson has an-
nounced to the world that the war is an on-
slaught on Civilisation by Germany. By for-
mally declaring war on Germany the United
States secures as a belligerent a place at the
forthcoming Peace Conference.

China and Cuba—which are both under the;
thumb of the United >States— will now join in
the War and their representatives will sit at
the Peace Congress. This means that tin*
United States will wield three votes there.
One object of United States policy is to curb
Japanese ambition, which troubles the sleep
of North American Statesmen. It was ti
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keep Japan in check, the United States 19
years ago made war upon Spain in order to
seize the Phillipine Islands and brandish them
as spears against the island-power of the Paci-
fic. But Japan nevertheless has increased her
strength in the Pacific and continues to hinder
the United States dream of a commercial con-
quest of China. Another object of United
States policy is to curb the commercial expan-
sion of Germany. That country had just be-
fore the war displaced the United States from
the position of the world’s second commercial
power, and acquired it for herself. A third
object of United States’ policy is to secure
Freedom of the Seas, but Freedom of the Seas
in her lexicon is not what it is in the lexicon
of Germany. By Freedom of the Seas the lat-
ter country understands that Navies should be
limited in time of war to fighting other Navies
and to convoying troops and munitions. By
Fieedom of the Seas the United States under-
stands that Commerce between Neutrals should
be unrestricted in time of war and that Com-
merce betwen Neutrals and belligerents should
te restricted only in certain particulars. Al-
though the United States’ doctrine is not so
sweeping; as the German doctrine, both are
inimical to England’'s claim to dominate the
Seas in time of war. Neither of the doctrines
will sing to the tune of Britannia Rule the
Waves.

No Power, as TaUyrand said, ever stated
the real truth in a declaration of war, and that
“ decent respect to the opinion of mankind,”
which the framers of the United States’ De-
claration of Independence professed—has im
pelled President Wilson to speak at length cf
Democracy and Nationality and the Rights of
"Man in his war manifesto. He enters this war,
he declares, to “ assure security for the demo-
cratic countries of the world,” and for the

rights of Nations, great and small, and the
privilege of men everywhere to choose their
way of life and obedience,” 1“ for the rights
and liberties of Small Nations, for the Univer-
sal dominion of right by such a concert of
free peoples as will bring peace and safety to
all nations and make the world itself at last
free.”

The beauty of these sentiments' which has
melted the denizens of* Wall Street to tears
i* slightly dashed by the fact that President
Wilson in enunciating them gushed on the
bosom of revolutionary Russia, which has just
through the mouth of its present dictator,
Miliiikoff, announced that it proposes as one
condition of Peace to acquire a “ Protectorate
over Roumania” —that is to subvert the in-
dependence of one of the Small Nations, fight-
ing on the Allied side. However, for ug in
Ireland it is a gain that President Wilson has
declared in the face of the world that the
United States goes into the war to secure for
the Small Nations [like Ireland] equal liberty
with the Big ones. When the Peace Confer-
ence opens the United States will have three
votes to cast in Ireland’s favour, and Ireland,
appealing to President Wilson’s declaration of
January 22nd last will call for their casting.
Thus President Wilson spoke in the name of
bi« country:—

The equality of nations, upon which peace
must be founded if it is to last, must be an
equality of rights. The guarantees to be
exchanged must neither recognise nor imply
any difference between the big nations and
the small, between those that are powerful
and those that are weak. Mankind
is looking now for freedom of life, not for
equipoises o/ power; and there is a deeper
thing involved than even equality of rights
among organised nations. No peace can
last, or ought to last, which does not re-
cognise and accept the principle that the Gov-
ernments derive all their just powers from
the consent of the governed, and that no
right anywhere exists to hand peoples about
from sovereignty to sovereignty as if they
were property. | take it for granted
the inviolable security of life, of worship,
and of industrial and social development
should be guaranteed to all the peoples who
have lived hitherto under the power of Gov-
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jEtmmaents demoted to a faith and a purpose'
hostile to thjsdir<own. . . '/"

Prophetically we hear the scratch of the pen
of England’s Best American as he writes to the
Old Country W appeal “ to settle tlie Irish

(question” —before the Peace Conference—andl

ewrites ftp the Irish to come in and help
their true friends, the Americans.; who are out
against the Hun. Watch Robs'evelt!

THE NBXT BETRAYAL.

—_ K —

That Mr. Redmond contemplates another
egreat betrayal is quite -evident,, His prepara-
tions for. it take the shape of an article in his
official Organ to which all the prominence of
principal page and leaded type, is accorded.
"The writer, clearly a member of Mr. Red-
mond’s Party, and apparently “ a bit of a
lawyer,” tries by many wicked- subtleties to
foolthe Irish people into the belief that it is.
to their advantage to he forced to pay more,
than three times their proper share of taxa-
tionl

As long ago -as 1894 Mr. Redmond in a
signed public document declared that the Irish
farmers’ methods were the most simple and’
barbarous in WesternlEurope.” Manifestly
'his opinions of their general character have in
the meantime iindergone no "change.! The"

Writer of this “ FrfeVman ' article ‘gives two™

-reasons by which hVnopfes-to "convince the
Irish peoplelthat the-Mgfer the taxes the bet-
ter; First, the- grievance undfer the Gomitiis-
sion of,1896.was that-Iceland contributed oner'
eleventh or one-twelfth ;whereas her proper
share Avas” one-twppty-second *of the whole.
The {oiie-twentyssfecbnd oc 502; millions (tfcis
year’s revenue) is roughly speaking, twenty-
.ihree-millioue, what iwe are actually spaying.
‘Second reason”™* also note that while Ireland’s
taxation is nearly trebled England’s is quin-
trupled.” Poor England >f Mr. Redmond's-
most tender concern.! Now>iew things writ-
ten or spoken,are more malicious pr. sillier.than
these two points. As to the first, Ireland’s
grievance, according to the “ Financial Re-
lations Commission,was n™tplh'at hCT prPper
contribution avas <one-tweity-second of the
whole taxation of Great Britain ana lreland.
Her~ievan'e*'was., tdiat Jier 'pfope”. NitriBA-N
tion should be less than one to tliir*y-six in-
stead of one to eleven: and paying at the,
latter .ratio she .waseover-taxed by about
{£3,000,000 annually (not allowing interest), j
One of the fallacies underlying;the arguments
by which Mr. Redmond through his amateur-
ish lawyer sccj.be. peeks to reconcile the Irish
public to 'over-taxation on a scale hitherto un-
dreamt of, is that'b'?ail8e'lrela”d’8 taxable
ecapacity was, as alleged, one Mo tweijty-tsvo
in 1896 it is the same to-day.|

XThe Coercionist group on the-Financial Re-J

lations'Commission who prepared the report
which Mi-. -Redmond signed, adopted from M pt
Sexton's report which Mu. Jtedmond refused
tc siffn,tke National ip,]eresce fipm the giv -
ing “dSuctivc'power airdwealth to flie’'Bmish
population'that “if the present ratio'of Ire-
land*s,.«apagity is one-twentieth; of tlve whole,
then in the course”of a..few years, .if things go.,
on as they have done in the past, this ratio
*y$p be much sjSftller.” ' j- o}
=Mrl Redmond wsho signed, aha let us presume.-
read, this passage now cpmmissidns”his lieuten-
ant to write in his official organ that Ireland’s
taxation to that of Great Britain is as one to
twenty-one? Those who put Ireland’s,taxable
capacity atone to tweifttp-one fdf tne’whole in
1896 did so on a comparison of the net income
tax with that of Great Britain which then
stood at one to iyenta-pn”.-+/:Thei steady and
solid growth of British wealth *in the inter-
vening twenty-one years has, as Mr. Sexton
anticipated, changed the ratio of the net in-
come of Ireland to that of Great Britain. A
glance?at?thevinpome Tax Commissioners’ re-
ports will enable any school-boy to calculate
that in the year ended March 31, 1914, it was
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as one to"thirty-six. In the following year it
[was one to. thirty-seven.-i*The reversed figures
For the last financial year have not yet been
published in detail, but according to the Treas-
ury figures it was one to forty-one. Thus on
the basis laid down by the English members,
including a Treasury expert and a Board of
Trade, expert,, as assented to by the Xrish
Unionists, supported by Mr. Redmond, over-
taxation in 19.15 was £7,689,000, and in 1916
£9,656,000. For this year which closed on
the eye of All Fool's Day this year our over-
taxation was £11,756,000 or four times that,
Jof 1894! It is quite evident when Mr. Red-
mond asked us to trust Asquith and trust the
Government he. considered us “ the simplest
and most barbarous people in Europe.”

= At a convention held in the Mansion House
iii 1903, Mr. Redmond, speaking of Mr. Sex-
ton’s work in the Financial Relations Commis-
sion, said, “ | sat at his feet lost in wonder,
and admiration.” His “ wonder and admira-
tion” did not induce him to sign Mr. Sexton’s
report, which was signed by Hon: E. Blake,
ex-Premier of Canada, and Mr. Hj. F. Slattery,
Chairman of the National Bank.

«The-second point of Mr. Redmond’s finan-
cial juggler is a rare piece of cunning. “Also
not that while Ireland’s tax is nearly trebled,
England is quintupled.” In this he seeks
to re-assert the old shibboleth of the wealthy
iii their endeavours to shift financial respon-
sibilities to the shoulders of the poor. It is
best answered by “ asking another.” On an
equal scale of taxes who pays “the larger
‘amount of taxes, the rich man or the poor
man,? Which can more easily bear the in-
creased taxation?  The principle applies to,
.communities as well as to individuals. It was
admitted by Pitt in 1/85..when lie said “ if
one country exceeded another in wealth, popu-
lation and established, commerce even in a
proportion of two to one he was nearly con-
vinced that that country would be able to bear

:near ten times the burden that the other would.

be equal to.” On this basis | would like to
ask Mr. Redmond and his “ financial expert”
what Ireland’s taxation ought to be when
“ England’s wealth, epopulation and estab-
lished commerce ” exceeds ours, not by a pro-
portion of forty-four to one as ‘England’s re-
presentatives would have it, but by a propor-
tion of seventy-three to one as Ireland’s repre-
sentatives Mr. Sexfon, in

THB CAMPAIGN IN NORTH
ROSCOMMON.

I have never seen people so enthused as
were the North Roscommon folk all through
the fight. Men, women, and children were
wild with enthusiasm, and my ears, are still
ringing with the eager shouts of “ Up Plun-
kett” that greeted us at almost every step
‘wherever our colours of white, green and gold
appeared. As we passed along the roads' to
meetings, the men that we met cheered us,
and the women waved encouraging hands at
us and the children shouted in exuberant glee,
.even the little tots joining in and crying “ Up
'Plunkett,” or as wee Ryan o f.Strokestown,
the worthy son of a worthy sire, used to say,
with all his father's enthusiasm (for Ryan
comes of the fighting blood of Healy's famous
body-guard in the old days, the men of Cooley)'
“ Up Plumpit” !. One day Father O'Flana-
gan saw a little chap digging in the snow and
asked him what he was doing. -“ I'm making
graves, Father,” was the child’'s response.
:* For whom are you making the graves?”
Father Michael asked, and the answer was
“ For Tully and Devine.” Up to the very
end we could not get our friends even in Dub-
lin to believe that we were, winning. “ These
fellows really believe in their hearts, though
they would not admit it,” Father O’Flanagan
|would say in disgust, “ what they read.in the
"Freeman’ and ‘ Independent/” 4 Your en-
thusiasm has distorted your view-point,” the
.croakers -svould say'to us. “ “oU have had big,
meetings and voteless young men; but that
iv no criterion of how the electors are really
going to poll/’ -A narrow and stupid point of
view, | always thought. Don’'t despise the
voice of the children, I ventured to tell one of
my meetings, for their wild shouts of delight
a, the mention oi Plunkett’s name show how
the great heart.of Roscommon is throbbing.

Everywhere that Father O’Flanagan ap-
peared during the fight he evoked the most in-
tense enthusiasm. ' | remember especially our
meeting in Drumlion. We went there at night,
and the road was in such a terrible condition,
with heavy snow that we .expected hut a poor

gathering. But they met us with’ a.band that,
had'to proceed in single file /aver the rough .

1;public letter early last year declared that the | track through the drifts, and the cheers that

danger to Ireland from over-taxation was

greeted us, as the concourse,?f old men, young

grave and imminent, and that a limit-should men' and boys surged round our car, might

be specially determined beyond which our con-1 have galvanised a corpse, into'life.

tribution must not go.!
imposts worked;?

How have the new
When the tea tax, for in-

* Drum-;
lion was always right/” ah old man said to
/me proudly-. . We were all Parn”llites here.”

stance,. was raised to a shilling it realissdmAna later bn when rather O'Flanagan, in the

'£657,000, though had the rate of consumption
under .the five-penny tax remain unaltered,
lit would.have realised £780,000. Thus we see
that the average Irish family reduced its con-
sumption pf tea from 17 Ibs to 13 Ibs. As the
Inch need not retrench, about one-half the
families of Ireland have to be content with
half to two-thirds of. their former supply. As
with tea, so with other commodities. Butter
if as rare as golden sovereigns in circulation,
though enormous quantities axe being expor-
ted™ Pprk and other meats are no longer
necessaries, they are classed as luxuries. The
poor are fast sinking beneath”he burden of.
taxation. The.constitution or children and
adolescent youth,are Being ruined beyond jee-
pair by the want of. nourishing food. Not
National bankruptcy only, but the organic'
health and existence of the race is threatened
my the privations due to those unbearable bur-
dens Mr. Redmond seeks tq justify.

.The time has come to set a definite limit to
the taxation of.Ireland. A year ago the Arch-
bishop pf Dublin warned the people that Mr.
Redmond’s policy was leading the country
straight to disaster. That disaster is already
upbn us. And as Mr. Redmond has in-the
part used the powers for good: to bring
untold.evils. ou this country, so.pow there is
evidently another betrayal in contemplation—
another advance along the road to National-
ruin.

An lIrish Priest.

At a meeting pf the Clare County Board
GVA.A. held on Saturday, March 31st, the fol-
lowing resolution was unanimously adopted;
oh the proposition of Mr. Michael Scanlan.
Killaloe, seconded by Mr. P. Cuddahie, Inagli:
tl Th~t a,Branch of the Gaelic League be estab-
lished in every parish where a G.A.A. Club
exists, and that the members of the G.A.A.
be requested tp, be members pf the League for
the special purpose of learning the Irish lan-
guage.”

course of' his magnificent :speech, referred
casually, to the Great Leader and spoke of the
[time wjien he was dethroned, and then added.
‘almost in a whisper: “ Ah, he was never de-
throned in Roscommon!” the prpud, wild
[cheer that went up thrilled me as | have rarely .
been thrilled,.and even,in my attorney eyes
[the tear drop glistened for a moment, as | saw
the 'wave of passion and bitter.pathos that
passed through the throng of strong men that
faced us. And in Drumlion,’ so was it. in
Hooskey, and Kilmore, and Hillstreet, and
Curragnroe.

= The place, however, that.struck-me most of
all was Strokestown, for great as was the
enthusiasm/elsewhere there, was nothing to
coiijpaie with what we encountered there. 1/
have never come across a finer National spirit
anywhere/ and | shall long remember the band
of eager workers whose labours there I was
privileged to share. Most of them, | think,
had never identified theiriVelves-with finypolr-
Itical propaganda before. TJiev were quisf
haxdr.working men who attended” carefully tp
their businesses. But tnis was not an ordi-
nary occasion. It was a supreme moment in
our country's history.. The eyes oi the world
were upon us, and as a'native of Elpliin dis-
trict put. it in a letter from Chicago to his.
brother, at home: “ The; ear§ of the; Irishmen
m America are open,to hear the, verdict .of.
North Roscommon. * And so MacHugn, ,Ityan
and Pappy Lennon arid Tom Sharkey and
MacCran”B and -all the other good men and true
of Strokestown threw themselves into-the iray.
with alspirit'that must naye "triuinphe4 over
evei*y difficulty, arid did soriie bf tlie best work’
that was accomplished anywhere in the con-
stituency. Fqr a time | was puzzled Ip under-
stand why Strokestown ..-feemed -so.- much in
advance nationally of jnost Irish, tokens of the
kind; and; %eiid'discovered the secret, almost
byi accident  There;are; tAy. splendid gicls
there—fine types oi young Irish womanhood,
quiet and unobtrusive; but "in whose fresh
young hearts there burns a flame of intense
love of Ireland—and to them more than any-
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body, | attribute the clear conception of
Nationalism and ,tlie intelligent political out-
look IMlat characterises Strokestowii. For*the
Misses Sharkey have a stationer's shop, and
their constant aim has been to ‘circulate and
popularise Irish-lreland papers and all kinds
of the right sort of Nationalist literature.

The people of North Roscommon struck me
as being particularly able and weU-informed
and showed a very keen appreciation of the
issues upon which the election was being
fought. For we did put very clear and definite

£ issues before the electors, and it is a gross

; untruth to suggest that we confined ourselves
to mere rhetorical appeals. In the first place
we impressed upon the voters that it was for
them to repudiate the fatal policy and doctrines
of our political leaders during the last few
years, or.else we must abandon for ever the old
aspiration—" Ireland a Nation.” Every Irish
leader before Redmond had regarded England
as our National enemy, and had demanded
Ireland’s freedom as a right; but now it was
proclaimed to the world that we were a con-
tented and loyal province of the British Em-
pire, that we sought nothing more than the
putting into operation, when it might suit

¢ England’s convenience, of the Government of
Ireland Act of 1914 in a truncated form;

Ari regards policy, the election was fought
almost entirely on the question' of the Peace
Conference. We pointed out that even John
Dillon had admitted at Swinford that the Irish
Question has ceased to be merely a domestic
one, and had now become an international
issue. The electors knew who had made it
such, and the Only reply the English Press
was able to make was to point to Mr: Red-
mond'’s declarations of loyalty and to draw
attention to the fiumber of Irishmen who had
voluntarily joined the British army. The
way in which' these arguments were received
at our meetings, not to speak of the over-
whelming majority at the polls, showed how
thoroughly they were appreciated. It would
be ungenerous, however, to claim too much
credit to ourselves for the effect of our argu-
ments, because undoubtedly other influences
were at work on our behalf, and they aided]
us very materially. Amongst these | would
like to emphasise in particular the speeches
of our opponents.  For instance, the newly
elected M.P. for West Cork, Mr. O’Leary,
EX., made .a speech one day, which I de-
scribed as “ the best speech in favour of Plun-
Jsett of the whole campaign,” and which |
found had a great effect at the meetings at
which | read it. He was reported to have said
that nothing had pleased tlie people of Eng-
land so much for a long time as his election

*for West Cork, and, of course, the moral was
obvious. “ Men of North Roscommon, if you
want to please the people., of England, do as
Mr. O’Leary, M.P., tells you and vote for
Devine.” This shot never failed to go home,
and, it made me regret that the snow tied up
the activities of the M.P.’s so seriously. The
vulgar abuse of Count Plunkett that was in-
dulged in by a United Irish League organiser
from Belfast, named Hugh Martin, probably
swelled our majority also, and | pray that the
Party may continue to use the services of per-
sons of this type in its electoral contests of
the future.

But apart from the O’Learys and Martins
and the splendid associations of the name
Plunkett and the snow—apart even from the
personality of Father O’'Flanagan, all power-
ful as these combined influences were, | think
North Roscommon would have been won by
any decent man on the straight National issue.

Lotris W alsh.

EASTER WEEK

AT

HEADQUARTERS.

Irish Ties from 1/
Irish Vests

LOUGHLIN’S
Irish Shirts from 2/11L

and Pants from 2/11 each* Irish
Knit Socks from 1/~ Irish Braces
from 1/~ Irish Gloves, Boots*

Irish-finished Hats, Caps, etc*, etc*

T. J. LOUGHLIN,

Irish Outfitting Headquarters,

19 Parliament Street
DUBLIN.

NATIONALITY.

THE POEMS OP ART MacCOOBY

Enri 0 Muirgheasa writes to us in reference
to the review of the Poems of Art Mac Cooey,
edited by himself, as follows:—

Over twenty years ago | began'to take an
interest in the South-TJIster poets—Mac Cooey,
Mac Cuarta, 0 Doirnin, and the Mac Alindons.
N.o one else at the time troubled about these
except Mr. J. H. Lloyd, and the late David
Comyn. Writers on the Irish poets and litera-
ture of the 18th century either ignored these
poets altogether or mentioned them only to
decry them.

I belonged to the district; | was cradled in
traditions of these poets, and had heard their
songs sung in childhood. Fortunately their
works preserved in MS. were still available in
the district, and | started to collect these. |
bought some, copied others; and eventually
made a collection of Irish MSS. second to none
in the province of Ulster. * | wrote a good
deal about fioth the MSS. on the poets in the
w*Claidlieamh. - Soluis,” *“ Gaelic Journal,”
f(Louth Archaeological Journal,” and the
various books that | edited.

Meantime others had begun to get interested
in them too, and amongst these, Eamonn 0O

Tuathail.
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appended two distinct errors in matters of
fact.

Yet he had at his disposal the whole of the
Dublin libraries. 1 live in a town where there
is no public library of any description.

Tour readers will now, I hope, be better able
to appreciate the precise value of Eamonn’s
4Review.” | complained years ago that in
Irish matters there is little or no fair or impar-
tial reviewing. A writer or editor gets his
book reviewed by his friends who praise with'
out discrimination; and then comes along the
enemy who uses the book merely as an excuse
for castigating the author. And few of the
Irish public who read either productions can
form an independent judgment of their own.
But every phase of life has its drawbacks, and
this is perhaps the one specially designed for
the man who devotes himself to Irish litera-
ture.

We publish Mr. O’'Muirgheasa’s long letter
as he seems to regard that he is aggrieved
by the strictures on the fact that he had not
consulted the Royal Irish Academy Library
before he published the poems of Art Mac
Cooev. With the relations of Mr. O'Tuathail
and Mr.'O’Muirgheasa we are not concerned,
but it is obvious that if Other editors were to
follow Mr. O’Muirgheasa’s theory that because
it is inconvenient for them to search the Royal
Irish Academy Library, they are at liberty to

So abo'ut two years ago Mr. O'Toole”wrote | jgnore whiat it contains, the boots they pub-

me to know' would | have any objection to
hand over to him my collection of the poems
of Mac Cooey and some others, as he intended
editing them. A person unacquainted with
Mr. O’Tuathail would be surprised at such a
cool request, but | was not. | replied that |
had every objection: that | had spent too much
time, trouble’, and expense on this collection
to hand it over to anyone.* But | proposed
that he and | Should collaborate, and bring
out these poems together. He declined this
proposal simply by never replying to it. |
went on with the work, and now Eamonn vents
his disappointment in a hostile critcism. He
says | must have known people who would
have made an exhaustive search in the R.I1.A.
for me, and leaves it clearly to be inferred that
he himself would have done it. This is per-
fectly insincere: a man who would not colla-
borate would not help. But to put his sin-
cerity to the test, what help will he now give
in bringing out, 0 Doirnin and the Mac Alin-
dons. A Belfast lady, | may remark, is work-
ing at Mac Cuacta. | am taking up O Doir-
nin: will Eamonn take up the Mac Alindons,
and let each assist the other. 1 know there
are some things in the Academy Library which
I have not got, but very little so far as South-
TJlster poetry is concerned: and on the other
hand | have some things which the Academy
has not got. My main desire is to get this
poetry published and available. It is neces-
sary for a knowledge of our history, and of
our literature; it is necessary for our rising
writers, and its publication may help to put
an end to much of the trash that some of our
contemporaries write as Irish poetry.

The criticism that no one should publish
anything until he has ransacked the Academy
Library is very plausible, but it amounts to
this in practice, that no one should do any-
thing in the way of publishing our MSS.
literature except one resident in Dublin. For
those who happen to live in Dublin it is a very
handy kind of criticism, for it constitutes for
them a monopoly, andwe all love mono-
polies. But this criticism will never deter me
from doing anything I can in the way of pub-
lishing and making known our Ulster Irish
literature. What is in the Academy is safe
and can be published at any. time. Most of
what | have published has been from sources
rescued by me from destruction and it is en-
riched with the traditions and folk-lore of the
district which will not be available in another
twenty or thirty years, and with a knowledge
of local history and topography which a stran-
ger would find it difficult to master.

It is, 1 admit, highly desirable that sources
of raw material such as the Academy Library
should be completely tapped. And if the
Academy had, as it should have, a printed
eatalogue of contents | could discover at home
what pieces | wanted, and then copy or get
th$m copied in a day or two. 'But as things
are one might spend a week rummaging in
this Library and not come across three pieces
to copy. Hence I am quite willing to accept
Eamonn’s help, if he gives it, but if not I must
go on without it. And to show him horf much
easier it is to criticise than to do things | may
recall to his mind the poem of Mac Cooey's
which lie published in the “ Claidheamh Soluis”
in April of last year. In this one poem as
published therein there are, besides minor
slips, two false readings, and in the short note

lish could never have a standard value.

A special anniversary Mass will be offered
up on Sunday, April 15th, at SS. Peter and
Paul's Church, Cork, for the repose of the
souls of the men and women wilio died in 1916.
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THB PLACE-HUNTER IN
POLITICS.

IRISH

VII.—GEORGE HENRY MOORE AND

THB CORRUPTIONISTS.
(Continued).

ttY ARTHUR GRIFFITH.
{Thesearticles were;written and firs.tpublished

-~ in 1913. The three years of Irish-history
which have elapsed, render it certain that the
moral they ppint will appeal tp th£,yhole

epeople of Ireland to-day. >Hence their ..re-
publication.+A .pL]

The candidates of the Rational Aspciation
;idid not find an unanimous’ support from'
the priests. .In Westmeath, where.,Father
Luke Barton rind Father Mullen, of Castlepol-
Isrd, had kept up a fighting organisation of'
the farmers, from the days.of the Tenant:
League, Father Mullen advised the people to
vote for the Devil in preference to the Whigs.
“ The sole business of the Irish Whig Catho-
lics,” said he,"* is to sell their votes and in-
fluence at Westminster for place. Do not help,

these place-beggars into the English Parlia®

ment, even though they pose to you as cham-'
pions of the Church.” The “ Nation” which
never faltered in its denunciation of' place-
liuniihg, though for years it could do no more
than “ register a protest,” wrote at the time:
“ There are scores.of towns in Ireland where
a candidate would be laughed at and considered
a* a lunatic if he ventured to seek popular
suffrages as an Irish Nationalist, while there
are scarcely half a score where such a candi-
date would have a chance of being returned
for his principles. It is all very well to
talk of Sadlier and Keogh—how we sent them
to Parliament, and how we were sold, betrayed
and soforth, hiding the fact thpt we who sent
them thither ratified and sanctioned the role
and betrayal by re-electing the sellers and the
betrayers in nearly revery instance. When we
who elect members show ourselves ready td
punish instead of encouraging Sadliers and
Keoghs we may expect to be faithfully served.
£ut if we hug Sadliers and Keoghs to our heart
and hunt Kennedys, Moores, and Swifts from
public life let us not seek to father the blame
of our own cowardice on Parliamentary action
«or describe the Irish member as a big humbug
because we ourselves have put a big premium
on pledge-breaking and banished honesty from
-the hustings.” At this time there was an
melection pending for Mallow, where the can-
didates were a Tory and a Catholic Whig, who
was afterwards Lord Chancellor, and a Cork
epaper gravely wrote “ There is only one
.opinion in Mallow, and that is that Eddie Sul-
livan will have a walk-over, and the child now
cocked in the cradle will yet have cause to bless
him.”  The Mallow babes of 1864 who still
survive can reckon how much they have to
bless the late Lord Chancellor Sullivan for.
Father Dunne, of Tullamore, looking on the
state of the country at this time, publicly ex-
pressed his regret that Catholic Emancipation
had ever become the law of the land. , “ If we
had no Catholic Magistrates, no Catholic judges
«on the Bench, if the old Penal Laws still ex-
isted prohibiting Catholics from occupying any
position of trust or honouitunder the Govern-
ment, then there would be an unanimous feel-
ing amongst all classes of society to shake off
the yoke—to emancipate themselves in truth
and reality and to demand what every nation
—aye, every British colony enjoys—the right
<o legislate for themselves/*  And Father
Mullen, fiercely replying to the Whigs and
weaklings who set up the cry—* Whatlwould
you put the Tories in powerP” cried—" Aye.
What do the Whigs give you but Catholic
judges, who when raised to the Bench, spit
upon those on whose shoulders they were raised
-to position. The Catholics you send into Par-
liament have, with a few honourable excep-
tions, sold the people, the priests, the Church,
the moment the Whig Government held up
the tempting bait of place, and now these ser-
vile place-beggars raise the cry, ‘ Will you let
in the Tories?* *Will you fill the Bench
ewith Tories?’ and soforth. At any sacrifice
.cleanse the Augean stable of Whiggery—pun-
ish the vile Whigs.” All the fighting, priests
of the old Tenant League shared this hatred
«of the Whigs. Father Tom O’Shea wrote to
the people of Wexford urging them to drive
out the candidate of the “ base Whigs who
bought up the Tenant League and will always
buy up Irish members —* who maintained
themselves in power, npt by redressing the
-people’'s wrongs, but by bribing the people’s
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representatives.* The difference between the
Whigs and the Tories, remarked a philosophic
Irishman” at this period, is that the Wnigs
bribe thrice asimany Catholic lawyers.

Fenlanism.

In the Britisb'Pavliament fohn Blake Dillon
fell comﬁletely into'the toils of the Radicals.
Dillon, charmed'iritn-the professions of friend-
ship for lreland- me<te by liis new .acquaint-
ances, arranged a £John Bright Banquet” in
Dublin, at*VhicH jhe Irish-Radical Alliance
was to be cemented* It wasyjield, but. as the
“ National >Asociation ” had;;'failed to carry
Ireland with it in suppoiic” British Liberal-
ism, Bright used the as a starting-
point for a movement jb Ireland wirich he
thought would .give biniw gnu of the people.
“ The-Irish Reform Leagtye’ Més instituted,
withTlie O'Donoghue at jjfrheitd, and English
“ Republican workingmen”? wew? sent hither
to preach the dootrine of-lvfc™"Uem low to 13e
end of making Ireland a fjhZ~ft&dicai tail.
John Martin protested agj&ttst the Irish Re-
form League. He distrustetnij”™o English Radi-
cals and Republicans and their reform. Time
proved him right. The 1&K Reform League
gradually threw its presi£eif(,The O’ Donoghue,
into the hands of the English Radicals and
weaned him away froms the cause of -liis
country. But a factor had entered into the
Irish situation in,the,.Sixties/which rendered
its continued subjugation 'to English Whig-
gery by the easy process of buying up its
Parliamentary representatives, their relatives
and chief supporters, not the infallible method
it had proved in the Forties and Fifties. The
Fenian movement.instiled in the people a
spirit of active resistance'to oppression, it
stimulated the national consciousness and ex-
hibited in their true light before the nation
those who trafficked in' 1C fortunes.  Fenian-
isni when it attempted the field was easily
crushed, but the spirit ofSFenianism persisted
and diffused itself through the arteries of the
body politic and made sale and barter of
a nation no longer a ron”onable offence. The
hopeless -tenantry who meekly submitted to
being cast out to die transformed slowly into
a people determined'to resist their destruction.
When Lord Sligo $wep]:10,000 men, women,
and children frointithe soil, when Adair wiped
clean a whole glen of* its.”\people—they took
these villainies as tjHB3&i*depiore but hot to
actively'resist, "but with *tne retunmig spirit
brought into the land by a movement that
however faulty and inadequate to its object
swept away the cant that for a nation to de-
fend its life by arms was sinful and that ex-
hibited in its membership a thousand instances
of heroism and devotion, the serf of the soil
became something of a man. When a Tip-
perary exterminator went Put in 1868 to de-
stroy a countryside the first victims marked

down drove him back at the rifle’s mouth, and.

Mr. Gladstone, impressed by the fact that the
Irish question was no longer to be kept under
by purchasing the place-hunter, hoisted the
standard of “ Justice to Ireland.” The elec-
tion of 1868 was the first election in the 19th
century fought on Irish issues. From that
election the modern political, history of Ireland
dates.

VIIl. - HOW THE PUCE - HUNTERS
PUNNED TO WRECK HOME RULE.

At the General Election of 1868 George
Henry Moore returned to public life. He be-
lieved, he told the electors, that during the
preceding years it would have been unfair to
ask them to make sacrifices to elect him since
he could have done nothing for Ireland, but
now he thought that something might be
done.

The new Liberal Government Disestablished
the Church of Ireland and passed a Land Act
—a paltry and miserable measure—but the
first relaxation of the penal code under which
the Tenant-farmers suffered. The devotion of
the Fenians, said Moore, won you the reforms
which Irish Whiggetyry sold over and over
again. But as in the case of Catholic Eman-
cipation the English accompanied their reform
measures with a Coercion Act—and one which
this time destroyed whatever remained of lib-
erty to the Press in Ireland. This infamous
measure was supported hy a majority of the
men elected as Liberals by the Irish constitu-
encies. Only a dozen Irish members could' be'
found to follow Moore in steadfastly opposing
the “ Algerine Act.**

The Fall of The O Donoghue.

In the discussion on the second reading of
this measure an Irish member whose name
had been for years potent in Ireland—The
G’Donoghue—rose to support the Bill. . The
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patriot had gone over “’body and soul ” to the
Government. The bitterness of the indigna-
tion of the people at this man’'s desertion ex-
ceeded. the feeling roused by the far more
potent traitorism of Sadlier and Keogh. The
O'Donoghue had come into' Irish politics with
youth, eloquence and chivalry on his side., and
an ancient name appealing to the national
pride. He had humbled a Ministerial bully who
insulted Ireland and he had declaimed with
eloguent tongue in Ireland's name. Against
the dark background, of the Ireland oft the
Fifties and early Sixties he stood out a pictur-
esque figure, and the people charmed with the
gallant Dearing of the young Chieftain of the
Glens invested him in their imagination with
gualities which he totally lacked. Both the
Fenian' and the non-Fenian Nationalists con-
tended for him as a leader. Yet the man pos-
sessed none of the qualities of leadership. He
was a beau sabreur who unluckily for himself
came in the end to believe himself a statesman
—and fell easily into the net of the English
Liberals with their ~VIrish Reform League.”
From tin? daK on whjcjL-John Bright persuaded
him to rvin that body § ne O’'Donoghue’ sdoxrv-
fall dates. .He had entered Irish politics in *
honesty. He did nt>t set himself up for safel
like most of his contemporaries. He fell' to
the subtle suggestion that the English nation
was willing ana eager “ to remedy Irish griev-
ances” when it understood them, and th”'t he
was the person to lead his counntrymen to a
proper frame of mind in the matter. A few
months before his appearance as a supporter
of Coercion he addressed a letter to his coun-
trymen advising them to side with the Gov-
ernement dnd lend their assistance to the work
of the English Liberal Party. In all serious-
ness he told Ireland, so broad had become the
mind, so tender the heart of the English nation
that whatever measure for Ireland a majority
of the Irish representatives supported, that
measure the British Parliament would cheer-
fully pass into law.

The O’Donoghue fell low Venough later on,
but there is no reason to think that when he
thus apostatised he had become consciously
corrupt.. He himself had described a few years
before how the Irish member was trepanned
in the English Parliament: “ It is melan-
choly;” he said, “ to observe how the patriot
falls. There are few... remind hiip of,, his
duty, and. the power of the seducer isrgreat.
<t Is easy;to see that theve is an interior
struggle going on |for he has'the look o( :i mail,-
who Is trying to make himself think he ~isr
doing right, but cannot succeed and is ashamed
of himself. How the Whips first act upon
him—whether they begin by sending him
neatly printed invitations to come down in the
evening and support the Government, which
look confidential, or whether they begin by
staring at him | cannot tell. The first dan-
gerous symptom is the evident anxiety on the
part of the patriot to be close in a corner with
a Government Whip. If you happen to pass
he tries to assume an air of easy indiffer-
ence, utters a monysyllable in a loud voice and

nerally coughs. In an evening or two the

_Mtinistry can scarcely scrape together a major-
ity, the patriot votes with them and remarks
to his friend the Whip that it was a close
thing. From bad he goes to worse. Taking
courage from the idea, that no one knows him
in the vast wilderness of London, he gets up
early, steps down a backway to the Treasury,
thinking few are about—and all is over.**

It was not thus The O’'Donoghue himself fell.
The Salons of the Liberal hostesses in London,
the flattery of the Liberal leaders wrought his
ruin. There are other methods than vulgar
bribery in the armoury of England wherewith
to purchase Irish representatives.*

* Since this was written | have ascertained that
The D’Donoghue was offered a British Government
post with an income of £5,000 per annum attached
and that he refused the offer. His memory is, there-
fore, clear of any suspicion of venal motives in desert-
ing his colleagues.

*

Moore Abandons Parliamentarian!sm.

Moore fought the Coercion Bill with a hand-
ful of supporters to the end. On his return
to Ireland he advised the people to place their
main trust in what they could do at home.
They should, he said, organise themselves to
resist Governmental attack, and depend on
their organisation at home rather than on their
members at Westminster.® A public meeting
in Dublin called on him in conjunction with
IsaaC Butt to initiate a movement for National
Self-Government. Unfortunately at this time
Moore died suddenly. Had he lived he would
have become leader of the Home Rule nmove*
ment and made a much more effective leader

(Continued on next page).



than Butt. He had wliat Butt lacked, a
thorough understanding ,of the English poli-
tician and English parties. He regarded them
all, so far as Ireland was concerned, as rogues
and cheats, and he had not the slightest re-
spect for the British Parliament or its tradi-
tions. Butt was oppressed with the belief
that English politicians were amenable to pure
reason and his feeling towards the British Par-
liament was one approaching reverence. He
led the Home Rule Party on the assumption
that England would yield Home Rule to a per-
sistent but logical and courteous presentation
of the Home Rule case. Moore would have

. led on the opposite assumption—that Home
Rule would be yielded only if Ireland could
make it sufficiently uncomfortable for England
tr decline. 1t was Moore's misfortune never
to have had the chance of leading an Irish
Party or an organised people; twice his at-
tempt to form a party had been ruined by the
place-hunter, and his sudden death occurred
a+ the hour when the Home Rule Party was
in the making. *

The Home Rule Movement.

. The Disestablishment of the Chunfh of Ire-
land was a violation of the Act of Union. The
fifth article in that measure provided that the
continuance and preservation of the Church
Establishment in Ireland shall be deemed
and takem to be an essential part of the
Union.” The Protestant Episcopalian Church
was shamelessly betrayed when the English
Government without its assent destroyed the
establishment. Out of the bitter feeling en-
gendered towards the nation that betrayed the
Church sprang the belief that the English
Government would always sell its Irish sup-
porters when it suited its convenience. Hun-
dreds of Irish Protestants turned to the Na-
tionalist side offering alliance to secure Ireland
freedom from English Government provided
that “ the integrity of the Empire” were main-
tained. An agreement was come to on the
basis of the Federal scheme propounded by'Fr.
O’Malley and Sharman-Crawford, and thus the
Home Rule Movement originated.

The Home Rule Movement, at first despised,
soon began to alarm the hungry army of place-
hunters and place-beggars. It was hinted that
it was really a bogus affair got up to embarrass
that excellent man Mr. Gladstone, whose pro-
gramme of justice to Ireland, although it had
before 1871 included two Coercion Acts, was
declared to have opened a new and friendly

era in the relations of the two countries. It
was openly asserted in the Whig Catholic
Press that the Home Rule Movement was, if

not dishonest, inopportune—the question of
Catholic Education should be first attended to
—after which it was time to consider whether
the country should not make its own laws.
Mr. Gladstone was so convinced that the forces
of Whiggery and patronage upon which he
relied in. Ireland were sufficient to nip the
Home Rule Movement in the bud that he did
not hesitate to declare that no constituency
would sen5 a supporter to John Martin who
sat for Meath. The bye-elections in Galway,
Westmeath, Limerick and Kerry undeceived
him, and the defeat of his candidate, Christo-
pher Palles in Deny showed the statesman
that the old game of Catholic appointments to
Government office had lost some of its power
of hoodwinking the Irish electors. Derry was
a Liberal seat and Palles stood as a Liberal.
The “ Nation” strongly opposed his election.
“ Mr. Palles,” it said, “ sought election not
to serve Ireland but to serve England and he
expected to be paid and would be paid for his
services by being placed on the Irish Bench
later on.” His opponent was a Tory, but Jos.
Giilis Biggar, then unknown to Irish politics,
had himself nominated as a Home Ruler and
succeeded in drawing enough votes away from
Palles, and inducing enough electors to ab-
stain, to secure the Placeman’s defeat, although
the Bishop of Deny actively worked on Palles*
behalf. The defeat of Gladstone's candidate
in Deny was accounted a Nationalist victory
inasmuch as it demonstrated that the Home
Rule Movement would not make itself subser-
vient to the place-hunter. But Mr. Palles got
his reward all the same, and is to-day Lord
-Chief Baron of Ireland. The defeat of the
Kenmares— notorious place-beggars—in Kerry
by the 1Jome Rule candidate in the following
year against the opposition of the Bishop of
Kerry—made the Home Rule Movement a poli-
tical power in Irelandl

At the National Conference a little Inter,
Irish representatives were exhorted to neither
seek nor accept favour for themselves or their
constituents from the British Governments.
One of the speakers, an Irish member of Par-
liament, related how in a constituency near
his own* whose interests were notoriously’ ne-
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glected by its place-begging representative,
one of the voters told him the member deserved
well, “ for there was not a post office in the
county that he had not put some voter in
charge of.” “ How could Irish representatives
be independent under such circumstances?
asked the speaker. He was Col. King-Harman
—then a sincere Home Ruler, afterwards a
Government placeman himself.
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