








BEATTY'S HOUR OF TRIUMPH. This fine photograph of a great and dramatic

episode in Britain s long and glorious naval history shows Admiral Sir David Beatty,

with whom is Flag Captain Chatfield, watching the surrender of the German Fleet

off Rosyth, on November 21.1918. Forover four years Admiral Beatty was Britain’s

most popular naval figure, the hero of the fights of Heligoland Bight, Dogger Bank
and Jutland, and commander of the Grand Fleet from November, 1916.
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PREFACE TO FIFTH VOLUME

he fifth and present volume of A Popular History of the

Great W ar carries the story from January i, 1918, to

the conclusion of hostilities early in November, thus

leaving to the sixth and final volume the record of the events that

followed the armistices, especially the peace treaties, the founda-

tion of the League of Nations, and the consequent issues of
Reparations and Disarmament.

The Great War lasted just over four years and three months,
or only a few weeks longer than its nearest historical parallel,
the American Civil War, and the period covered by this volume
is probably richer in dramatic incident than any of the four that
preceded it. Its mutations include advances and retreats,
thrilling contrasts of victory and defeat, elation and despair. In
March the British line was broken and the Channel ports were
in serious danger of capture for the first time since 1914 ; in May
the Germans, after an advance of unusual rapidity, were only
about 40 miles from Paris. It was about this time that Sir
Douglas Haig addressed to his shaken, but indomitable, men
the memorable words, " With our backs to the wall, and believ-
ing in the justice of our cause, each one of us must fight on to
the end " ; and that Marshal Foch told the defenders of Amiens
not a yard of ground must be yielded, while the veteran premier,
Clemenceau, showed the same spirit when he said " I shall fight
in frontof Paris; | shall fight in Paris; | shall fight behind Paris."

The Allied cause had never been in more desperate case than
it was when these words were spoken, but in a few weeks there
was a change as remarkable as any in the long history of war.
As in 1914, the Germans were checked on the line of the Marne.
Then in August the Allies began the final and victorious advance
that recovered the ground lost in 1914 and in the spring of 1918.
By a strange coincidence the British troops on the morning of
November 11 reached the very spots, Mons and neighbourhood,
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where they had stood in line of battle on that memorable Sunday
in August, 1914,

The advance that began in August was the culminating event
of the year’s operations and justified the title of this volume,
“The Year of Victory." It meant that the war of movement,
which had been suspended in the West since November, 1914,
had been renewed. The lines of trenches that during the inter-
vening period had proved, in spite of the vast expenditure of
men and material, an impregnable barrier had been taken at
last, and the way to the Rhine was open. After four weary
years of waiting the huge steamroller was on the move, but it
came from the West, not, as many expected in 1914, from
the East.

Nineteen-eighteen was a year of victory, too, in the other
theatres of war. Helped by British and French troops the
Italians, after their disaster at Caporetto, stood firm on the
Piave, and from there began an irresistible advance that ended
in Austria’s surrender on Austrian soil. The movement from
Salonika was another contribution to this end, and brought about
also the surrender of Bulgaria. Palestine and Syria were
conquered, and with Mesopotamia in like state, most of the.
dominions formerly ruled by the sultan of Turkey were in British
and French hands. The intrepidity of British airmen met and
conquered the danger from the raiding Zeppelins, and the
seamen overcame the more serious perils from German sub-
marines. The remark attributed to the wise old Cretan Venizelos
had again proved true: " England in all her wars has always
gained one battle—the last.”
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A POPULAR HISTORY

OF

THE GREAT WAR

Volume V

CHAPTER 1

The Opening Months

losses in men and material in the protracted fighting in
the third battle of Ypres, the disgraceful armistice terms
imposed upon Russia by the Germans at Brest-Litovsk in
December, 1917, and the crushing defeat of the Italians at
Caporetto were events that cast a gloom on the Allied horizon.
Even President Wilson's famous Z4 points—the programme of
the world's peace—which were published early in January,
seemed hardly to help. In retrospect the scene seemed like a
grey overcast morning with the sun only occasionally piercing
through lowering clouds. The prime minister, Mr. Lloyd George,
would have preferred to have received troops rather than 14
points from America, but he went on with his task unhesitatingly.
On the other side of the picture were certain definite glimmer-
ings of hope. On December 9, 1917, Jerusalem had surrendered,
ani the goal of the Crusaders, which had been in the hands of
the Moslems ever since the days of Saladin, was once again in
Christian occupation. In Mesopotamia General Marshall was
steadily advancing towards the complete conquest of that land.
The situation on the west front, however, was ominous. A
strange silence brooded over the battlefields, which the Allied
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THE OPENING MONTHS

command interpreted as the lull before the storm. In those first
months of 1918 steadily increasing masses of German troops were
gathering in the lines in the confident hope that the war would
be ended before the United States-could bring reinforcements for
the Allies—if, indeed, in the face of the submarine menace, she
could bring them in at all.

To the Allies, on the other hand, it seemed obvious that they
must remain virtually on the defensive until those new forces
should arrive to give them an actual preponderance—a pre-
ponderance which, until their coming, must rest with the
Germans. It was, in effect, certain thatthe enemy would seek to
force a decision; in the spring their great offensive would be
launched ; they must stake everything on it, since their chance
could hardly come again.

The British had just been called upon to take over a part of
the French line south of St. Quentin. The American troops were
only beginning their training, and though a small American force
had appeared in Europe the problem for the Allies was one of
unequalled gravity. It was to resist the German legions,
strengthened as these were by the armies which had hitherto
been occupied on the eastern front, until the American units
could complete their equipment and training, and could arrive.
The problem was complicated by the utter uncertainty which
attached to the submarine position. On January 1 the prime
minister issued a memorable New Year's message to the people
of Great Britain. He appealed to them " to do their utmost in
these later trying days for the cause for which the democracies
of the world are now linked together.” Then he continued with
these words: *

The sacrifices which the men—and the women also— are
making we all know. Despite all that they have gone through,
they are still facing frost, mud, privation, and suffering
wounds and death, with undaunted courage that mankind
may be freed from the tyranny of militarism and rejoice in
lasting freedom and peace. No sacrifice that we who stay at
home are called upon to make can equal or faintly approach
what is daily and hourly demanded ofthem. So long as they
are called upon to endure these things let us see to it that we
do not take our ease at the price of their sacrifice. There is
nobody too old or too young or too feeble to play a part. |If
we cannot fight in person, we can fight by the vigour and good
will with which we do our work, the wisdom of our economy,
the generosity with which we meet the nation’s financial needs.
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SIR W. ROBERTSON RESIGNS

At the moment, lending and saving are specially important.
Money is essential to victory, and economy is the condition oi
financial power. It is, therefore, the duty of all to save what
they can and to lend what they can'to the'community at this
time. Every man, woman and child ought to make it a point
of honour to increase his holding of National War Bonds as the
year goes by, bonds which have behind them the Whole
strength and credit and resources of Britain itself.

To every civilian, therefore, | would ?ay; “ Your firing line
is the works or office in which you do your bit; the shop or
the kitchen in which you spend or save ; the bank or the post
office in which you buy your bonds.” To reach that'firing line
and to become an active combatant yotirself there are no com-
munication trenches to grope along, no barrage to face, no
horrors, no wounds. The road of duty and .patriotism is clear
before you ; follow it and it will lead ere long to safety for our
people and victory for our cause.

In February, 1918, Sir William Robertson.resigned his post as
chief of the imperial general staff. His resignation was due to a
change in the constitution of the supreme war council at
Versailles, which made the British permanent military adviser to
the council, although in constant communication with the chief
of the imperial general staff, free to act in ~very case on his own
judgement. Sir William Robertson thought that the military
representative at Versailles should be/the deputy of.the chief oi
the imperial general staff, urging that this was essential on
military grounds. The government could not accept this view,
and Sir William was succeeded by Sir Henry Wilson.

The great German offensive that began on March 21, 1918,
brought about a far more important change than this. On
March 24 General P£,tain informed Sir Douglas Haig that he
had been instructed by the French government that if the
German advance continued he was to withdraw his army to
cover Paris. This would have meant the separation of the
French and British armies, and Sir Douglas Haig's original
instructions from Lord Kitchener were that he was to keep in
touch with his ally at all costs. In these circumstances Sir
Douglas appealed to the War Cabinet. One of its members, Lord
Milner, who was already in France, acted with great promptitude
and arranged for a conference to be held at the little town of
Doullens on March 26., Those who attended it were Lord-Milner,
who was soon to become war secretary! Sir Henry Wilson,
M. Raymond Poincar£, the president of the French republic,
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TIIE OPENING MONTHS

M. Clemenceau, the prime minister, M. Loucheur, the French
minister of munitions. Sir Douglas Haig and his four army com-
manders, General Foch and General P£tain.

Mr. Lloyd George had for a long time favoured a unity of
command on the western front, and it appeared to be the only
solution in the crisis which had now arisen. At first it was
proposed that only the French and British armies around Amiens
should be put under the command of General Foch, but Sir
Douglas Haig pressed upon the conference the necessity of having
one generalissimo for the whole of the Allied armies from the
North Sea to Switzerland, and eventually he had his way. But
the British government was in doubt as to how this change would
be received by the British soldiers and public, and there was
some discussion as to the form in which it was to be announced.
When, however, on April 14, the fact was made public that
General Foch had been appointed commander-in-chief of the
British, French, American and Belgian armies, the news was
received with relief and satisfaction. The United States was not
represented at Doullens as General Pershing was too far away,
but as soon as he was informed of the proposed change he
expressed his cordial agreement with it.

During the latter part of 1917 the German submarine campaign
was having a more and more deleterious effect on British food
supplies. The government’s appeal for voluntary economies had
done but little to help, and the difficulties which women en-
countered in shopping rapidly increased. Mrs. C. S. Peel in her
book, “ How We Lived Then— 1914-1918," writes:

Women used to go from shop to shop trying to find one at
which they could buy meat or margarine, tea, and possibly a
little extra sugar. The rich escaped these unpleasant tasks,
partly because they could send servants to shop for them and
partly because the customer who bought on a large scale could
still have his goods delivered at his house, though by now the
cart or motor was generally in charge of a woman, and women
had taken the place of the younger men both in butchers’ and
grocers’ shops. Notices were displayed in shops and stores
asking customers to carry their own parcels whenever possible,
and roomy baskets and bags became fashionable adjuncts to
the toilette. The master bakers begged customers not to waste
the time of their employees by chatting to them when they
delivered goods. The conduct of certain tradespeople, who at
this time shut their shops to the general public and sent out
meat and other goods to favoured customers via the back

(12)



A SCHEME OF RATIONING

door, infuriated the people, and occasionally luckless butcher

boys were held up and the contents of their baskets looted.

The knowledge that some well-to-do folk were hoarding food

also caused discontent. It was these annoyances which made

local authorities adopt rationing schemes before national com-
pulsory rationing came into force.

The shortage of certain articles of food became evident early
in 1917, and in July of that 3'ear a system of rationing sugar
became necessary. A sugar card entitled the holder to a weekly
allowance of half a pound, and the sugar commission had the
situation so well in hand that it was possible to carry out the
rationing without disappointment to anyone'.

Early in 1918 the shortage of margarine, bacon,’ cheese and
tea became more acute. Local food committees had already
been established in many places, and at a meeting of the
executive officers of the London committees held on January 4,
1918, it was decided to ask the food controller," who had been first
appointed in December, 1915, to sanction a larger scheme of
rationing essential foods for London and the home counties.

The first rationing scheihe was designed to deal with about
10,000,000 people. Two separate cards were issued, one for meat
and one for butter and margarine. The'purchaser had to deposit
a counterfoil with a retailer, and retained a book of coupons with
numbered spaces which were marked off as purchases were
made. Each retailer was guaranteed by the controller a supply
of meat and fats sufficient to meet the demands of the customers
who were registered with him. Based on the experience gained
in sugar rationing, this scheme was an immediate success.
Returns prepared by the police showed that, towards the close of
1917, something over 1,250,000 people lined up every week out-
side retail shops for food.

While London and the home counties came under the rationing
scheme devised by the food controller, the rest of the country
depended for its food supply entirely on the work of local food
councils. This was unsatisfactory compared with the results
achieved in the London area, and in April, -1918, it was decided
to extend the food control scheme to the whole country. This
change came into force on April 7, 1918, but it did not attain
its final shape until July of that year. From then the ration
cards, which were in use with only one alteration until the end
of the war, were issued. The books contained detachable
coupons for meat-, bacon, fats, sugar and lard. The one change
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THE OPENING MONTHS

was that in November, 1918, jam was rationed, and the books
were printed with coupons for that article also. The system was
so completely worked out that each ration book contained
additional coupons to be used if at any moment it became neces-
sary to ration another article of food. It seemed at one time
possible that bread might have to be rationed. This never
became necessary, but the bread which the British people had to
eat during 1918 was very different from the ordinary white loaf to
which they had been used. A large proportion of substitutes for
wheat flour were used by bakers. The bread that resulted was
dark in colour, rough in texture and often unpleasant in flavour ;
but it was never necessary to ration it. In special cases, invalids
and aged people, for instance, extra rations could be issued.

Under the rationing scheme the amounts to which each
individual was entitled per week were roughly as follows: 1 Ib.
of uncooked meat, 6 ozs. of butter and margarine, 2 ozs. of lard,
4 to 8 0zs. of bacon and ham according to the district, and 8 ozs.
of sugar, i£ ozs. of cheese, and i} ozs. of tea. The meat coupon
represented not a fixed quantity, but a money value, and the
prices shown on the schedule hung in butchers’ shops were fixed
as closely as possible in accord with the food value of the
commodity.

The registration system involved reorganization of the trade
in the rationed article in order to secure that each retailer might
be supplied with the quantities required to meet the demands of
his registered customers. No system of ration cards could be
successful without a corresponding organization of supply and
distribution at all stages. 1t was necessary to have control at
each point, while the maintenance of a reasonable reserve was
highly desirable. Before any system of individual rationing was
attempted it had been necessary to regulate supplies and prevent
the competition bound to arise as soon as any signs of shortage
were evident. Importers, wholesalers and retailers of the
principal foods were registered, each being allowed to dispose of
a certain percentage of the supplies he had held in 1916. The
retailer was " tied ” to his wholesaler, and the wholesaler to his
importer. Butin munition and other centres changes of popula-
tion made it essential to modify this system. In the case of
margarine, the consumption of which was enormously in-

creased, a system of distribution was set up for this purpose with
a clearing house in London.
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A MESSAGE TO WOMEN

Meat supplied from local markets, as well as from imported
supplies, presented a very difficult problem. ¢ Eventually the
country was divided into areas, each Covering a group of
counties, rationed according to home-killed supplies and popula-
tion. Deficiencies were supplied by authorized wholesalers, and
surpluses in the meat-producing counties transferred to indus-
trial centres.  Local divisions in an area were again rationed,
and the butchers formed local committees'to apportion the meat
allotted to their town or district. Rationing in this case involved
an extremely complex and complete reorganization of the
trade, including official supervision of markets and of slaughter-
houses. But rationing, on the whole, made for equality and
contentment.

The provision of food for the population at home was only one
of the anxieties that faced the British government. One of the
consequences of the great call for men for the army during the
early months of 1918 was that about 30,000 young men who had
hitherto been working on the land and were exempt from mili-
tary service were called up. The timeof the potato harvest was
drawing near, and it was imperative that farmers should be pro-
vided with sufficient labour. An appeal was made to schoolboys
to give a part of their holidays to the work, and Mr. Lloyd George
issued a special appeal to women. It was in these terms:

The fields are ripening for the sickle ; the toil of the winter
and the spring is earning its reward. This is no ordinary
harvest; in it is centred tne hope and the faith of our soldiers
that their own heroic struggle will not be in vain. In the days
before the war the whole world was our granary. Now not
only are thousands of men fighting, instead of tilling our own
fields, but the German submarines are trying to starve us by
sinking the ships which used to cany to our shores the
abundant harvests of other lands.

Women have already served the Allies by their splendid
work upon the farms, but the army in France has asked for
still more men from the land to come and help their brothers
in the desperate battle for freedom. These men must go;
women will be first to say it. But the harvest is in danger for
want of the work these very men would have done. Once
again, therefore, as often before, | appeal to women to come
forward and help. They have never failed-their country yet;
they will not fail her at this grave, hour. There is not a
moment to lose. -

Every woman who has the great gifts of youth and strength,
if not already devoting these to essential’ work for her country,
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THE OPENING MONTHS

should resolve to do so to-day. If she lives in a village, let
her go out and work in the fields from her home. If she can
give her whole time let her join the ranks of the Land army.
From the nearest employment exchange she can learn all about
the conditions of service. | have watched with deep interest
and admiration the splendid work already done; never have
British women and girls shown more capacity or more pluck ;
and just as the soldiers have asked for thousands more men
to come and help them to win the war, so do these brave
women in the villages and in the Land army call to other
women to come and help them save the harvest. | know this
appeal will be heard. Ask the women who have already shown

the way what they feel; they will declare that work in the
fair fields of our green island is a privilege as well as a duty.

The government made strong appeals to farmers to produce
all they possibly could, and especially cereals and potatoes.
There had been a serious shortage of potatoes in 1917 with the
inevitable result that in 1918 there was a danger that the supply
of seed potatoes would run short. However, the food controller
succeeded in distributing over 15,000 tons, and in this way the
peril was averted.

Many of these seed potatoes went to allotment holders. The
government had asked everyone who could do so to take up an
allotment, and under the Defence of the Realm Act local
authorities were empowered to seize any unoccupied land and
convert it into allotments. In London, portions of public parks
were divided up into allotments, and amateur gardeners raised
crops of vegetables in such places as Clapham Common, Regent's
Park and Hampstead Heath. This movement had begun in
1917, and by the summer of 1918 there were probably well over
100,000 allotments in England and Wales. As the season was
a good one, large crops were raised which did much to alleviate
the food shortage.

While every effort was being made to balance the shortage of
sea-borne food supplies with home products, the prevention of
waste was one of the problems always before the food controller.
With this object a system of national kitchens was established
in June, 1918. An experimental kitchen had been established
at Poplar some months earlier and had proved a great success.
Waste was eliminated to such an extent that a large profit was
shown, and the popularity of the idea was proved by a con-
tinuous increase in the number of national kitchen patrons.
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MORE COMPULSORY SERVICE

The submarine campaign, together with the great call for wool
for army uniforms and equipment, caused a serious shortage of
civilian clothing early in 1918. The prices of such clothes as
could be bought were far beyond the means of poorer people,
and in June, 1918, a system of standard clothing was adopted.
The board of control .of textile industries undertook to produce
goods to the value of about £15,000,000, and the prices at which
they were to be sold were fixed by the government. Men's
standard suits cost 84s. and 57s. 6d.; and overcoats 63s. Suits
for youths 70s. and 50s., and overcoats 45s.; and for boys 45s.
and 40s., and overcoats 35s.

The shortage of coal, -too, began to be serious early in the
year, and it became imperative that the strictest economy in the
use of every sort of fuel should be enforced. To help this,
summer time began on March 24— earlier than in the previous
year—and continued for 26 weeks. In March a drastic order,
sometimes called the curfew order, was made by the president
of the board of trade, Sir Albert Stanley, later Lord Ashfield.
Under this order theatres, cinemas and all other public places of
entertainment were to put out the lights by 10.30 p.m. Lights
were not to be used to illuminate shop windows. No hot meals
were to be served, nor any cooking done in any hotel,
restaurant, boarding house or club between 9.30 at night and
5 o'clock in the morning. The railway services were further cut
down, and an order was made, applying to London, the home
counties and the west of England, restricting the consumption of
gas or electricity on any premises to not more than five-sixths of
what had been consumed on those premises in the corresponding
quarter of the previous year.

In April, 1918, after the Germans had made their great attack,
the question of man-power again became an urgent one, and
on the very first day of the new session of Parliament, which
opened on April 9, the prime minister introduced " a bill to
make further provision with respect to military service during
the present war." A number of men who had hitherto been
exempted on the ground that they could not be spared from
essential industries were to be called to the colours. The muni-
tion works were to release fit men to the number' of about
100,000 and another 50,000 were to be withdrawn from the coal
industry.
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THE OPENING MONTHS

should resolve to do so to-day. If she lives in a village, let
her go out and work in the fields from her home. If she can
give her whole time let her join the ranks of the Land army.
From the nearest employment exchange she can learn all about
the conditions of service. | have watched with deep interest
and admiration the splendid work already done; never have
British women and girls shown more capacity or more pluck ;
and just as the soldiers have asked for thousands more men
to come and help them to win the war, so do these brave
women in the villages and in the Land army call to other
women to come and help them save the harvest. | know this
appeal will be heard. Ask the women who have already shown
the way what they feel; they will declare that work in the
fair fields of our green island is a privilege as well as a duty.

The government made strong appeals to farmers to produce
all they possibly could, and especially cereals and potatoes.
There had been a serious shortage of potatoes in 1917 with the
inevitable result that in 1918 there was a danger that the supply
of seed potatoes would run short. However, the food controller
succeeded in distributing over 15,000 tons, and in this way the
peril was averted.

Many of these seed potatoes went to allotment holders. The
government had asked everyone who could do so to take up an
allotment, and under the Defence of the Realm Act local
authorities were empowered to seize any unoccupied land and
convert it into allotments. In London, portions of public parks
were divided up into allotments, and amateur gardeners raised
crops of vegetables in such places as Clapham Common, Regent's
Park and Hampstead Heath. This movement had begun in
1917, and by the summer of 1918 there were probably well over
100,000 allotments in England and Wales. As the season was
a good one, large crops were raised which did much to alleviate
the food shortage.

While every effort was being made to balance the shortage of
sea-borne food supplies with home products, the prevention of
waste was one of the problems always before the food controller.
With this object a system of national kitchens was established
in June, 1918. An experimental kitchen had been established
at Poplar some months earlier and had proved a great success.
Waste was eliminated to such an extent that a large profit was
shown, and the popularity of the idea was proved by a con-
tinuous increase in the number of national kitchen patrons.
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MORE COMPULSORY SERVICE

The submarine campaign, together with the great call for wool
for army uniforms and equipment, caused a serious shortage of
civilian clothing early in 1918. The prices of such clothes as
could be bought were far beyond the means of poorer people,
and in June, 1918, a system of standard clothing was adopted.
The board of control .of textile industries undertook to produce
goods to the value of about £15,000,000, and the prices at which
they were to be sold were fixed by the government. Men's
standard suits cost 84s. and 57s. 6d.; and overcoats 63s. Suits
for youths 70s. and 50s., and overcoats 45s.; and for boys 45s.
and 40s., and overcoats 35s.

The shortage of coal, -too, began to be serious early in the
year, and it became imperative that the strictest economy in the
use of every sort of fuel should be enforced. To help this,
summer time began on March 24— earlier than in the previous
year—and continued for 26 weeks. In March a drastic order,
sometimes called the curfew order, was made by the president
of the board of trade, Sir Albert Stanley, later Lord Ashfield.
Under this order theatres, cinemas and all other public places of
entertainment were to put out the lights by 10.30 p.m. Lights
were not to be used to illuminate shop windows. No hot meals
were to be served, nor any cooking done in any hotel,
restaurant, boarding house or club between 9.30 at night and
5 o’clock in the morning. The railway services were further cut
down, and an order was made, applying to London, the home
counties and the west of England, restricting the consumption of
gas or electricity on any premises to not more than five-sixths of
what had been consumed on those premises in the corresponding
quarter of the previous year.

In April, 1918, after the Germans had made their great attack,
the question of man-power again became an urgent one, and
on the very first day of the new session of Parliament, which
opened on April 9, the prime minister introduced " a bill to
make further provision with respect to military service during
the present war.” A number of men who had hitherto been
exempted on the ground that they could not be spared from
essential industries were to be called to the colours. The muni-
tion works were to release fit men to the number of about
100,000 and another 50,000 were to. be withdrawn from the coal
industry.
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THE OPENING MONTHS

At this time the urgency of the situation called for even
more drastic measures. The age limit, which to many seemed
already unduly high, was raised again. Until then no man over
41 years of age had been liable for military service. The new bill
raised the age to 50 for every able-bodied man, and in some cases
provided that men up to 55 years of age, who had special
qualifications, might be called up for service. It was estimated
that only about seven percent ofthe men between 41 and 50 years
of age would be fit to fight. The new measure also made
changes in other matters. Certificates of exemption were to be
withdrawable by royal proclamation; the local tribunals, which
had hitherto been empowered- to grant exemption at their dis-
cretion, were to be reconstituted, and they were to be bound by
‘conditions which would considerably curtail their previous
powers. The bill brought ministers of religion within its scope
for non-combatant service, and, more important still, it extended
the scope of the military service acts to lIreland. The bill
became law on April 18— 10 days after its introduction in the
House of Commons. As a return for the inclusion of Ireland in
the act a measure giving home rule to Ireland was promised.

While the bill was passing through the House of Commons it
met with some opposition on the ground that few men of 50 and
over would be fit for service, but the prime minister pointed
out that many men of 50 and over were serving in the French
and German armies, and he declared that men of this advanced
age were included in the bill only because the government
intended it to be the last man-power bill of the war.

The first few months of 1918 saw one of the most remark-
able constitutional changes which have ever taken place in Great
Britain. An extension of the franchise unparalleled in any other
measure of the kind came into force on February 6, 1918. It
gave the parliamentary vote to every woman who was either a
local government elector or the wife of one. The new act also
gave the vote to all men of 21 years of age after six months resi-
dence or occupation of business premises. Spccial consideration
was given to the fighting soldiers and sailors. They were
allowed to vote in the constituency for which they would have
qualified but for their military service, and as men. had been
thought fit to fight for their country at 18 they were allowed to
exercise the franchise at 19 years of age.
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CHAPTER 2

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

T the end of December, 1917, when the negotiations between
Russia and the Central Powers at Brest-Litovsk were
adjourned, the position was that the Central Powers had

agreed to accept a peace without indemnities or annexations pro-
vided that the Allies approved and would join in the negotiations.
.When the conference resumed on January 4, 1918, the Allies had
not even replied to a suggestion for peace on these lines; and, on
January 10, Trotsky announced that Russia would negotiate a
separate peace. He demanded that Germany should evacuate
Russian territory, including Poland, and, when she declined, the
conference was again adjourned until January 30.

Germany now determined to bring pressure to bear. A request
for the transfer of the venue of the negotiations to neutral
territory was received by the German foreign minister, but he
refused it peremptorily. He insisted that, as the allies of Russia
had taken no action towards peace during 10 days' suspension
of negotiations, which had been agreed to on December 25 so
that they might join in the proceedings, all the conditions previ-
ously settled had lapsed. Germany would require Russia to
conclude a separate peace or to face the consequences, among
which would be war to the knife. Count Czemin, the Austrian
foreign minister, followed in much the same terms. |If Russia
would not conclude a separate peace, he said, “then things will
take the necessary course, but the responsibility for the continua-
tion of the war will fall exclusively on the gentlemen of the
Russian delegation.”

The Russian delegates dared not break off the negotiations.
Their only chance of retaining power lay in securing peace.
Trotsky at once lowered his tone, and the armistice was extended
till February 18, and negotiations were transferred to Warsaw.
There were good reasons for this surrender. One part of Russia,
the Ukraine, which covers the whole of South Russia between
the Caspian Sea and the boundaries of Rumania and Poland,
except the country of the Don Cossacks, had refused to recognize
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THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK

the Bolshevist government, and in November, 1917, had declared
a separate republic. In February, 1918, a Bolshevist army
invaded the country and had an easy victory over the dis-
organized Ukrainians. After a few days of fighting the Russians
took Kieff and deposed the government. In this extremity the
Ukraine entered into peace negotiations with the Central Powers,
and on February 9 a peace treaty was signed. The conditions
which Germany had granted to the Ukraine were not disclosed
till February 13. The Ukraine became, in effect, a German
protectorate. The Germans and their allies were given excep-
tional commercial privileges, such as before the war they had
enjoyed in Russia. They were granted the first call on the food-
stuffs and raw materials of the Ukraine, and there was a stipula-
tion to the effect that railway traffic was to be resumed as soon
as possible.

Each party to the-treaty.undertook to permit the prisoners
of the other side to return home, so far as they did not decide
to remain in the country which had captured them—a provision
which enabled the Germans, if they so desired, to use their
Ukraine prisoners for forced labour. Provided the Ukraine
satisfied its German conquerors, it was to be granted a large slice
of Poland—nothing less than the province of Brest-Litovsk. But
the boundaries of the Ukraine north-eastward and south-eastward
were left undetermined. Thus Germany's new vassal state could
be extended indefinitely according as events shaped in Russia.
On the lowest estimate the Ukraine would become a state of
200,000 square miles, with a population of 30,000,000. On the
largest estimate; and supposing it to extend to the Caucasus, it
would have had an area of over 300,000 square miles and a
population of 40,000,000.

The Bolshevist government found itself also embarrassed by
revolts in other territories besides Ukrainia which had once been
part of the Russian empire. After the revolution of November,
1917, Finland declared her independence, but the Finns were
divided into the Red, or Bolshevist party, and the Whites, or
constitutional party. The Whites, failing to get help from the
Allies, called in German forces to help them, while the new
government of Russia supported the Reds. In the end the
Whites, with German help, were victorious, and a treaty of peace
was concluded between Germany and Finland, wholly to
Germany's advantage, but it was among those annulled in
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RUSSIA CAPITULATES

November, 1918. There was yet another force hostile to the
Bolshevist government to be dealt with. In the northern
Caucasus, General Kaledin, who in September, 1917, had been
elected hetman of the Cossacks, had attempted, in conjunction
with General Alexeieff, to raise an anti-revolutionary army. But
the men upon whom he pinned his faith wavered before
Bolshevist attacks, and General Kaledin, when he saw that
resistance was hopeless, committed suicide.

While Russia was busy with these internal troubles and was
anxious to bring the rebels to heel, Germany, having obtained no
satisfactory results from the Brest-Litovsk negotiations, ignored
Russia's declaration that she was out of the war and resumed
military operations along the whole front. On February 18 the
German armies advanced along the whole eastern front and made
a great thrust towards Petrograd. One after another the Russian
towns, which had been so strenuously defended a year before,
fell into German hands, and the advancing armies took over
X.000 guns besides vast quantities of stores.

The Russian commander-in-chief was unable to cope with such
a situation. He advocated stealthy resistance by small armed
bands, which were, of course, powerless to check the onward
rush of the enemy. For such small bodies of troops as attempted
resistance were without leaders, and soon threw down their arms
and ran for their lives. A general flight from Petrograd began,
and the trains going east were packed with refugees, soldiers
struggling with civilians for places in the coaches.

Any further resistance to the German peace terms was
impossible.  On February 18 a message had been sent to
Berlin accepting them in their entirety, but it was ignored. On
February 24, after a debate in the Soviet, Lenin made a speech
advocating instant peace. He said of the Germans:

Their knees are on our chest, and our position is hopeless.
This peace must be accepted as a respite, enabling us to pre-
pare our decisive resistance to the bourgeoisie and imperialism.
At noon that day a Bolshevist proceeded under a flag of truce

to the German lines to hand in Russia's submission to all
Germany's demands— immediate and unconditional surrender.
He was allowed to pass, but no answer was vouchsafed.
Krylenko, the Russian commander-in-chief, inquired whether the
German high command regarded the war as ended, and he, too,
was ignored. The German troops continued their resistless
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march. They were now in Reval, the great Baltic base of the
Russian navy; they were in the important railway junction of
Pskoff, only eight hours from Petrograd ; they were in Vitebsk,
another important junction ; they were moving towards Bologye,
a vital point on the last railway connecting Petrograd with
Moscow and the south ; they were nearing Kieff; they were
reported to be landing in Finland. Simultaneously the Turks
were pressing on in Armenia. Trebizond was reoccupied.
Erzerum, Kars, and the whole Caucasian coast were open and
unguarded. There was nothing to prevent any resolute enemy
of Russia from helping himself. From every quarter ravenous
foes were closing in upon the mob of uneducated peasants and
ignorant workmen who had sold their birthright in the belief that
Germany was thirsting for peace.

At last, on March 3, the Germans condescended to notice the
surrender of the Bolshevists. That night their wireless announced
that " by reason of the signing of the peace treaty with Russia,
the military.movements in Great Russia have ceased.” They still
continued to advance in the vast territories which Germany was
tearing from her dupes, and that very day it was known that a
large German fleet had seized the Aland Isles in the Baltic. The
terms which Lenin and Trotsky accepted placed the Germans
permanently within 100 miles of Petrograd, and almost shut
Russia out from the sea. Finland, Esthonia, Livonia, Courland,
Lithuania, Poland, and the Ukraine all had to be surrendered to
Germany for disposal, or for what the Germans called “ self-
determination.” In the Caucasus the territory which the tsars
40 years, before had cpnquered from Turkey was to be restored
to the sultan. Kars, Ardahan, and Batum, for nearly half a
century Russian towns, had to be given up. All propaganda work
against Germany was to be stopped.

On the economic side they were made to grant Germany all
the special privileges she had enjoyed in Russia under the com*
mercial treaty of 1904, and to guarantee the duty-free export of
ore. The " conscription of capital” and " nationalization of all
the means of production,” which the Bolshevists had proclaimed,
were summarily stopped, for wherever Germans owned shares in
banks or factories or mines they could claim immunity, and to
touch them was to break the treaty. The Russian army was to
be demobilized and Russian warships disarmed or immobilized.
The political and economic independence of Persia and
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Afghanistan were to be respected. There were to be no in-
demnities. Prisoners were to be exchanged. Diplomatic rela-
tions were re-established and economic regulations revived the
commercial treaty of 1904 between Russia and Germany, which
was so disadvantageous to the former. Territorially the result
of the treaty was to put back the frontier of Russia to where it
had stood in the 17th century. It subsequently appeared that
instead of there being no indemnity the Bolshevists had agreed
to pay 300,000,000 gold roubles to Germany. The treaty of
Brest-Litovsk was annulled by a proviso of the armistice of
November 11, 1918, and the sum which had been paid to her
on account by the Bolshevists was afterwards recovered by them.

The full terms of the treaty with the appendices were not
published at once, seemingly because Lenin and Trotsky did not
dare to confess to a wrecked and ruined Russia what treason they
had committed. But, so far as the terms were divulged, they left
Russia with a frontier which ran from Narva southward to
Dvinsk, and thence to Pruzhany, on the frontier of the Ukraine.
The exact area of the Ukraine was left in doubt, but according
to German maps it included all southern and south-central
Russia, and ran to the Caucasus range, and it could be in-
definitely extended. In addition to the territory which Russia
had finally to renounce, a large area remained in German occupa-
tion, with a promise of future-evacuation ; but it was almost
daily increased on various pretexts.

The German military frontier on March 15, 1918, extended
from Narva in the north to a point slightly east of Odessa.
German troops were close to Vitebsk and Mohfleff, and within
striking distance of Moscow itself, whither the seat of Russian
government was removed on March 10. Other German forces
were at Abo in Finland, where a landing was effected early in
March, and there were reports that one of the Hohenzollems was
to receive the Finnish crown. The total territory permanently
abandoned by Russia covered an area of over 500,000 square
miles of rich and valuable country, and if the Germans extended
the Ukraine frontier this might be indefinitely increased.

In German occupation were 70,000 square miles of additional
territory, outside Finland, the Ukraine, and the other areas ceded
by Russia, and there was no security of any kind that the
Germans would not permanently retain this land, since the
Bolshevists had destroyed Russia's social organization, finance,
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and military and naval forces. Many Russian warships in the
Baltic and Black Sea were seized without resistance, though by
a sudden counter-stroke of the Black Sea fleet Odessa was re-
captured at the end of March. German agents advanced with
impunity into Siberia, and bands of armed and disciplined
German prisoners destroyed important points on the Siberian
railway to prevent any action by Japan.

While the Germans acted and moved, the Allied governments
conferred and talked. So grave was the peril to all Asiatic
Powers, and in particular to Japan, China and Great Britain, so
easy was the path opened to Germany by the utter collapse of
resistance in Russia and the systematic destruction of the
Russian educated and civilized class, that a swift occupation by
Japan of the Siberian railway was urgently required to prevent
the Germans from making Siberia a new and vast German field
of exploitation and supply. Such Japanese action would have
been welcomed by patriotic Russians; it might even have
led the Bolshevists to pause in their surrender to the German foe.

But, as had happened so often before in critical moments
of the war, the Allies at this supreme hour failed in clearness of
aim and concentration of effort. They still sunned themselves
in the illusion that Russia, after she had committed suicide,
could be resurrected swiftly, and that she was vigorous and
alive. They did not understand that where Napoleon had failed
the kaiser had succeeded; that where Napoleon had destroyed
his own fighting strength in an impotent stroke against Russia,
the kaiser had levelled Russia in the dust and made of a once
gigantic foe a magazine of man-power and supplies.

Bolshevist Russia had abandoned the war, and had become
what Italy was in the eighteenth century, " a geographical ex-
pression.” Her peoples, who under nobler leadership might
have fought resolutely for their national freedom, bartered it
for an easier life and sank to the tragic position of slaves. On
the Slav races they brought ruin and agony, and that which is
crueller than either—shame— justifying anew Gibbon's taunt,
and degrading “ the national appellation of the Slavs from tho
signification of glory to that of servitude."

Trotsky, in his book “ The Russian Revolution,"” sums up the
reasons for accepting these stem terms thus:

The new German offensive developed under conditions which
were deadly to Russia. Instead of the agreed seven days’
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warning, we only had two days. This spread panic in the
ranks of the army, already in a state of chronic dissolution.
There could scarcely be any question of resistance. The
soldiers would not believe that the Germans would advance,
after we had declared the state of war at an end. The panic-
stricken retreat paralysed even the will of those individual
regiments which were ready, in those tragic days and nights,
to enlist in the army in tens of thousands. But the necessary
organization was lagging far behind. Individual guerrilla
detachments, full of enthusiasm, perceived their helplessness
at the first serious encounter with the German troops, and
this was, of course, followed by a further depression of spirits.
The old army, long ago mortally wounded, was falling to
pieces, and was only blocking up all the ways and by-ways.
The new army, on the other hand, was arising much too slowly
amidst the general exhaustion and the terrible dislocation of
industry and transport. The only serious obstacle in the path
of the German advance was the huge distances.
The peace for which the Soviet government paid so stupendous
a price did little to help the internal difficulties of Russia. As
soon as the dishonourable treaty of Brest-Litovsk was concluded
both the Germans and the Bolshevist government began to
violate it. The Germans continued to invade Russia, and the
Bolshevists tried to undermine German authority and revolu-
tionize the German prisoners. Although professedly exhausted
and tired of fighting, the Russians were very soon revived and
energized by their Bolshevist leaders to fight among themselves
and to turn Petrograd into something like a mad-house.

The force and vigour which they developed in plunder*
ing, shooting, and reducing the bourgeoisie to starvation would
have been better employed in helping to finish the campaign
against the Central Powers. But they were out for bigger game
than that. The people’s commissaries set to work to light the
flame of civil war at home and foment disorder abroad by every
means in their power. They sent propagandists and conspirators
into other states, east and west, under all kinds of disguise, and
hired the services of others already on the spot.

Russia passed into a state of flux in which Red and White
armies surged to and fro, evacuating towns and recapturing them,
destroying each other's work, shooting hostages and devastating
lhe country. Hordes of hooligans roamed about thieving. Bands
of armed men, drawn from the lowest strata of society under
leaders like Grigoriev and Makhno, seized towns and whole
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districts and sided with or against the Bolshevists as expediency
suggested to them. Deserters from either of the contending
forces became incorporated with the troops, going back to the
" Reds " or the “ Whites," as the case might be, just as it suited
their purpose.

In July, 1918, there was a vile atrocity. After his abdication
in March, 1915, the tsar and tsaritsa with their family had
retired to an estate in the Crimea, but later they were arrested
and imprisoned, first at Tsarkoye, then at Tobolsk, and finally
at Ekaterinburg in the Urals. There, after a life of hard-
ship and many indignities which they suffered with resignation,
the tsar, tsaritsa, the tsarevitch, and other members of the
imperial family were ruthlessly assassinated on July 16 by the
Bolshevist commissary, Yurovsky. All through the remainder
of the year spasmodic civil war was waged in different parts
of Russia. Enraged by Bolshevist atrocities. White forces
attempted revolt against the Soviet government. Towards the
end of 1918 Admiral Kolchak formed an anti-Bolshevist govern-
ment with headquarters at Omsk, and collected a considerable
army. He marched west towards the Urals, and inflicted several
defeats on the Bolshevists, but the next year his attempt failed.
The Bolshevist government was too firmly established.

No surrender in the Napoleonic wars was so terrible to those
immediately concerned, so disastrous in its ulterior consequences,
as that of Russia to Germany. There is a certain wasp, described
by M. Fabre, that attacks large beetles, paralyses them with an
injection of poison from its sting, and then lays them up helpless
in its nest to be devoured alive by its young. The beetle is
enormously larger than the creature which exploits it, and
retains life only that it may be useful to its assassin. Such was
the fate henceforth reserved for Russia, or what remained of
her. She was to be eaten piccemeal by Germany and the
German vassal states, and sucked of her blood, since she had
surrendered national independence as a child casts away a toy.
Never before in her history had she been compelled to abandon
everything worth living for, nor had she had to submit to be

sundered into fragments and flung back into the disunion of the
Middle Ages.
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CHAPTER 3

The March Offensive— (I)

ne Yprcs battles of 1917 had left the British armies weakened
and fatigued. A period of rest and reorganization was
necessary in any case, though there remained no especial
inducement to Sir Douglas Haig to continue his offensive in the
north. There was, indeed, every sound reason why these bloody
and protracted actions, which gained so little of material value,
should be broken off. At the beginning of 1918 the French
appealed for the relief of their line on a further 28 miles of
front, up to the village of Barasis, south of the river Oise. This
addition brought the total length of line held by the British
armies to 125 miles. When it was taken over, the British
divisions had not yet had time to repair their losses.

Already forewarnings had been received of an impending
German offensive. Not long after the battle of Cambrai,
Ludendorff had published his intention of opening a decisive
campaign in the west. For four mdrtths the threat was repeated
by organs directly or indirectly in the service of the German
staff. The iteration, with the prolonged delay that accompanied
it, gave rise to some doubt as to the execution of the threat.
That was exactly the result that Ludendorff intended to pro-
duce. Only a few weeks before the British line was broken
Mr. Bonar Law stated that he was sceptical in regard to a grand
Offensive by the enemy, who, he said, possessed no dangerous
superiority in either men or guns.

This official scepticism was not shared by the military
authorities on the spot. From the beginning of the vyear
Sir Douglas Haig realized the importance of strengthening his
long defensive line and training his divisions in defensive tactics,
as well as giving them as much rest as possible. For he knew
that the onslaught, whenever and wherever it came, would be
of the utmost severity. As the inevitable hour of the attack
drew nearer, defensive preparations were hurried forward as
urgently as possible. Every infantryman became a worker with
pick and spade. Divisions which the year before had been
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preserved as shock troops and kept in reserve in the intervals of
battles, found, to their unpleasant surprise, that they were now
regarded as vast labour companies. Apart from the work of
entrenchment and the construction of strong points, an immense
amount of labour was expended on the construction of roads,
railways and telephonic communications. It was work against
time, for time was the deciding factor; yet, when the great blow
fell, the preparations to meet it were by no means completed.

The Germans were equally busy in preparing their forces for
battle, and between two armies thus preoccupied there was no
time or desire for any important conflict. The first three months
of 1918 were not marked by any battle beyond the size
of a large raid. Raids big and small, made by both sides,
occurred incessantly during this time.  Sir Douglas Haig thus
records the results of these minor operations during the three and
a half months preceding the German offensive: " Some 225 raids
were attempted by the enemy. Not more than 62 of these were
successful in obtaining any identification from our lines, while
in 67 cases his raiding parties left prisoners or dead in our own
hands. During the same period some 125 raids were carried out
by us, 77 of which were succcssful in obtaining prisoners or
identification; while in 31 other cases the enemy’s trenches were
found to have been evacuated.”

About March 18, 1918, most of the enemy divisions that were
being rapidly swung forward had the nature of the coming
Operations explained to them. They were told that three huge
armies were to make a general advance in a westerly direction
to the estuary of the Somme at Abbeville, where lack of bridges
over the widening stretches of water would leave the British
army separated from the French. It was explained that, as
France would quickly come to terms when left to bear the whole
weight of the German forces, it was necessary first to direct the
grand blow against the British.

So thoroughly had all preparations been planned that failure
was regarded as an impossibility. Yet it was arranged that if
the attack should be held up at any point operations should cease
there, and the troops moved to another sector. Four groups of
forces were arrayed between Arras and La Ffcre. The most
northerly was known as the Mars group, and was detailed to
meet and parry any counter-stroke fro