
rewsin mOvereaters’ meetings
There w ill be a public m eeting o f  Over eatei 

Anonymous on Saturday, March 23, from 3 - 
in the seminar room o f  the council Library {<! 
site The Square). ?

Hellfire Club Exhibitioi
The H ellfire C lub - M yth and H istory  is aft | 

hibition about one o f  Tallaght’s m ost prom inei 
landmarks. It w ill Outline the mythical aspects" 
the famous building which overlooks the area.;

To coincide with the exhibition, the County ] 
brary w ill present two lectures on the same thet

Daithi O ’ hOgain from UCD will give a ti 
tureen  Tallaght in International Folklore oft A f  
16, at 8pm.

M ount Pelier H ill and the H ell Fire C lub: 
end and R eality, is an exhibition to be preseftl 
bv Dr Leo Swan on April 23.

Tallaght Town video
A video, Tallaght - A Living Town, prodl 

by the Tallaght Living Heritage project, w ill b e |  
seated to post-primary teachers at 4.30pm  on A |  
2.

The video was produced for use in secondar 
schools and the producers feel it is essential tha 
teachers view  the film before the final edition I 
prepared.

-------------------------------- --------------------f -

iLf Uavck 1^6- Bela

Sib f i ci6- Be Uo

ews-ln-Brie
Mock election in Clondalki
A com m unity school in C londalkin w ill s |  

a m ock election  this Friday to co in cid e  w ith  
upcom ing W est Dublin B y e-election .

S o m e  2 5 0  sen io r  stu dents at C ollinstO v  
Park C om m unity C o lleg e  w ill listen to at least 
three politicians and then vote on them .

Historical sites threat
. Vandals and joyriders are threatening new ly-  

a c k n o w le d g e d  h is to r ic a l s i t e s  at K ilta la w  
H ouse, Tallaght, C ou ncillor  M ick B illane  
this w eek.

He urged South Dublin C o C ouncil o ffic i  
to req u est the O P W  to secu re  a c c e s s  to  
grounds o f  the house w h ile  preservation w ork  
the site  is being finalised .

Country Library
The County Library in Tallaght is present** 

a talk on the artist G aughan, w ith guest speak? 
Jenny L indsey from the National G allery on  Ff 
day, March 2 9 , at 11 am.

Calling all Sligo people |
S lig o  people liv ing in Tallaght are asked to  

support a table qu iz in  aid o f  the Corn Hill AO;: 
tion Group. The group are appealing to peop le   ̂
not to let theYeats county and the Lake o f  ini$fre&  
be destroyed.

T he quiz takes p lace in the B ugler Du; 
H arold’s C ross on Tuesday, April 2 , at 9pm . Sj 
prizes include a w eek en d for tw o.



NEW PLAN 
FOR OUR
LIBRARY
COMMUNITY COUNCIL WELCOMES FRESH MOVES

A replacement public library for Lucan 
is getting closer, according to two recent 
separate statements.

Lucan Commu
nity Council (LCC) 
has welcomed fresh 
moves on the long- 
awaited library, and 
Cllr Peter Brady 
has announced that 
the library develop
ment programme 
for South Dublin 
has been prepared.

LCC spokesper
son, Anne Graham 
said: “As a result of

intense lobbying it 
now looks ex-

By
Brendan Nolan
tremely likely that 
our library will 
finally be started.

Subject to the 
necessary final 
approval from the 
Department of the 
Environment,

building will 
commence late 
1996 and the 
library will open in 
1998.” Cllr Peter 
Brady said: “I am 
delighted that at 
last the programme 
recognises Lucan’s 
need for a library 
service as a prior
ity. I have always 
supported the 
library programme 
and have lobbied 
for many years for 
a library for 
Lucan.”

Myths, legends and! 
the Hell Fire Club

Exotic 
holidays 
on a 
Budget

Longing for 
w arm , sandy 
beaches, tropical 
palms, just getting 
away from it all?

Anna Keely, 
Sales Manager with 
Budget Travel Shop 
will present a lecture 
in the County Library, 
Tallaght on the holi
day of your dreams 
on Friday April 26 at 
11am.

And don’t worry if 
you don’t speak the 
language as the li
brary has a range of 
videos and tapes in 
30 different lan
guages which you 
can borrow. There 
are also Irish and 
French conversation 
sessions. Contact the 
library for details.

The H ell Fire Club, 
s it t in g  o n  to p  o f  th e  
D ublin m ountains, has 
long held an interest for  
all o f  us. W ith  ta les o f  
b la ck  c a ts , S a ta n ism , 
m id n ig h t r e v e lr ie s ,  a

num ber o f  m yths and  
leg e n d s abound about 
th is  tu m b le d o w n  o ld  
house. T he C ounty L i
brary is running an e x 
h ib ition  at present en ti
tled T he H ell Fire Club:

M yth  and H istory . A> 
lecture w ill be g iven  by] 
D r L eo Sw an on April 
23 at 8pm  in the,Library] 
w h ic h  is  entitlec  
“ M ount Pelier Hill and 
the H ell Fire Club.

(S/jpril W 6 -  BcUo

' ^ 2 1  §SIo MGS a°  ex^k*ti°n ôr Third World charity Ac
tion  A g e

Women’s workshop to close
T he W om en’s Contact Centre in the v illa g e  is 

to c lose  at the end o f  this month. The centre ran a 
variety o f  courses includ ing art, personal d ev e l
opm ent and co u n sellin g . H owever, the com m it- . # /~ i 
tee is still intact. r r O / i l  /  /

Tram exhibition <*- 3 '  '/
C astletym on library is running the D ublin and 

B lessington Steam  Tram Exhibition until the end  
o f  the month. N ext m onth the library w ill be run-



VTOS AWARDS
M embers o f the Voca

tional Training Opportuni
ties Scheme were presented 
with their certificates re
cently.

Forty-tw o stu dents rec e iv e d  
their certifica tes. T h ey  ha v e  all 
teen  on the sc h e m e  for o n e  or 
two y ears and w ill  be s it t in g  
Leaving and Junior Cert ex a m s  
this w eek .

T h e  s c h e m e  has a ttra c ted  
keen interest and has p ro v id ed  

opportunity  for  adu lts to re

turn to ed u cation .
T h e stu dents say they are d e 

lig h ted  w ith  the co u rse  and b e 
l ie v e  it has g iv e n  them  the to o ls

By Daithi OhAnluain

to fa ce  the future w ith  op tim ism .
“ N o w  I’m not a num ber on  

the d o le  queue but a person w ith  
a m bition  to do  w h atever I dream  
o f  o r  w a n t  to  a c h ie v e .  T h e  
V T O S  g a v e  m e the co n fid en ce

to  stand up  and say , ‘this is m e  
♦ the fu tu re ,’” e x p la in s  F iona  
B a ld w in  o f  S p rin g fie ld  V T O S.

C ertifica tes w ere  presented  
by Pat R abbitte, T D , M in ister  
o f  C o m m e r c e ,  S c i e n c e  and  
T ech n o lo g y .

T o q u a lify  for  V T O S  y o u  
need  to  b e  o v er  21 and sig n in g  
on  for at least s ix  m onths. D e 
ta ils  o f  the sch em e  can be o b 
tained  through the C ounty D u b 
lin  V E C  o ff ic e  o n  M ain R oad, 
T a lla g h t.

Language 
exchange

Language ex
changes for Eng- 
l i s h / F r e n c h ,  
French/English  
take place in the 
county library,
Tallaght. Contact 
Georgina Byrne:
Tel: 4 6 2 0 0 0 .

c 2 ? \°l%- EcUo.



Helen Kiernan, who addressed VTOS students at the award ceremony in the 
County Library last week; pictured background are, Fred Goulding, VEC 
Adult Education Officer, and Pat Rabbitte TD who presented the awards.

_______ photograph: Brian MacCormaic
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Witnes
a new
CHANGING FACE OF DUBLIN
R e p o r t  by A is l ing  H a r m e y

The face of South Dublin has 
altered dram atically  over the 
last few years -  for the last four 
nobody has been closer to the 
beating heart  of change than 
o u tg o in g  C o u n ty  M an a g er ,  
John Fitzgerald.

Jus t  over  four  years  ago  Sout h 
Dubl in Area  C om mi t te e  was  f or med  
in Dubl in  C o un t y  C ou n c i l ' s  H e a d 
quar te r s  on O ’Conne l l  Street ,  wi th 
John Fi tzgerald appoin t ed  Area  M a n 
ager.

Whi l e  the issues have r emained 
s imi la r  for  the most  part,  the o p e r a 
tion has c han ge d  c o mpl e t e l y  under  
the gu i ding  hand o f  the Co un t y  M a n 

ager.
S o m e  o f  t h o s e  

c hanges  were  un av oi d
able,  but  o thers  c ame  as 
a d irec t resu lt o f  init ia
tives f rom wha t  has b e 
c o m e  S o u t h  D u b l i n  
Coun ty  Counci l .

O n e  o f  t h e  l e s s  
p o p u l a r  m e a s u r e s  
adopted  by South D u b 
l in  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  
w h i l e  M r  F i t z g e r a l d  
w a s  C o u n t y  M a n a g e r  
was  the adopt ion o f  d o 
m e s t i c  w a t e r  c h a r g e s  
over  two years  ago.

J ohn  Fi tzgerald was  
i n v o l v e d  in t he  r e o r 
g a n i s a t i o n  r e p o r t  in 
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t he  
other  two Area  m a n a g 
ers,  o f  the then Dubl in 
Co u nt y  Counci l ,  Davy  
B y r n e  a n d  K e v i n  
O ’Sul l ivan.

T he  sod for the c o n 
s t ruct ion o f  Sout h D u b 
l in' s  Headquar te r s  wa s  
turned in March o f  1993
-  one  year  and 10 days  
l a t e r  S o u t h  D u b l i n  
C o u n t y  Counci l  moved  
in to  its n e w  h o m e  in 
Tal laght .

A new ident i ty wa s  
c o m p l e t e d  w i t h  t he  
m ov e ,  c o u p l e d  wi th  a 
n e w  l o g o ,  n a m e  a n d  
headquar te r s .

A brochure  l aun ch 
ing Sout h Dubl in  as the 
ideal business  locat ion 
was  i ssued by the c o u n 
cil and a Touris t  Off ice 
wa s  op en ed  in a sso c i a 
t ion wi th  T h e  S q u a r e  
and Dubl in Tour ism.

N e w  s y s t e m s  o f  
pay ing  rents wer e  int ro
duced.  and Tenant  Pa r 
t icipat ion projects  c o m 
menced .

E n t e r p r i s e  c e n t r e s  
in B o l b r o o k  a n d  
N e i l s t o w n  w e r e

w e n t  a h e a d  with 
Na ngo r / Fo x and Geese 
R o a d  a nd  Newlands/ 
Fonthi l l  Road opening 
up earl ier  this year.

S o u t h  Dublin 
C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  also 
p i cke d  up tiie coveted 
Local  Au t hor i ty  Envi
r o n m e n t a l  Awar d in 
1995,  whi le  1996 saw 
t he  l a u n c h  o f  South 
Dubl in ' s  st rategy 1996
-  2000.  whi ch  plots the 
f u t u r e  o f  t he  council 
over  the next  five years.

T u s  Ma i t h .  an ac
t ion plan for the exten 
s ion o f  bi - l inguism in 
t h e  C o u n t y  was 
launched,  whi le  an Arts 
St ra tegy for  the County 
was  also launched dur
ing the Fitzgerald era.

It hasn ' t  all been a 
w a l k  in t he  park fo 
S o u t h  D u b l i n  County 
C o u n c i l  o v e r  the last 
f o u r  y e a r s :  water 
charges  cont inues to be

‘Move for me is an 
emotional one ’

ope ned ,  and the C ount y 
Library in Tal laght ,  one 
o f  the mos t  hi - tech in 
t he  c o u n t r y ,  w a s  
o pe ned .

V i l l a g e  i n i t i a t i v es  
took place  in Rathfarn-  
h a m ,  C l o n d a l k i n  and  
R a t h c o o l e ,  a n d  p l a n s  
f o r  a t o u r i s t  c a r a v a n  
pa rk  at C o r k a g h  Park 
w e n t  a h e a d ,  as  d id  a 
p u b l i c  g o l f  c o u r s e  in 
Ki lcarberry.

Road  pr oj ec t s  also

a c o n t e n t i o u s  issue, 
wa nd er i ng  horses have 
b e c o m e  a maj or  prob
lem and the handover of 
C o r p o r a t i o n  lands in 
counci l  areas has yet to 
be f inal ised.

T h e r e  is no doubt, 
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  South 
D u b l i n ’s loss will most 
d e f in i t e l y  be the City 
Counc i l ' s  gain and John 
Fi t zgerald has a lot to 
offer  his new employers 
next  Mondav.


