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THE LATE JOSEFH DAVIE BASSETT.

The obituary_ip your er of mber 17th men-
tioas the death o 'Jbs;ﬁvie.ﬂ tt, Esq., of Wat-
ermouth, of Heanton Court, and of Umberleigh, near
! Barastapie. In addition to your own very coucise no-
' tice of that event, permit me to observe, that were men

to be judged alone by their peers, this descendant of
i the Plantagenets, the family of Courtenay, and of
others among the ancient nobility of England, after
having witnessed, during nearly 90 years, the revival
and decay of those beauties of nature, which never
found a more ard=nt admirer than himself, would not
be consigned to the grave without his memory receiv-
ing its adequate tribute. Not wany. if any, are there
who were capable of forming a eo-rect esti-nate of this
i very superior man; for as only a classic can decide on
| $he classieal attainments of another, so only a mind
clear and comprehensive as his own, endowed like his
by ability of the highest order, cultivated as was his
by assiduous industry, and adoroed by every acquire-
- ment that genius aod the most refined taste couls add
i to its embellishment, such only, with safety be it avser-
| ted, could pronounce aay competent eulogy on the mer-
its of the departed.
| As a magistrate of this connty he was well known ;
- and sowe yeass since, when generaliy taking the chau
at its Quarter Sessions, fuliilied che duties of the office
with uouour to himselt, and to the geaeral satisfa-tion
_of the court over which ue presided. In him the North
- of Devon has to mourn the enl:ghtened dlrector or pro
tector of i's general interests. Few measnres condu-
cive to its benetit but were pointed out by himself; or
received his furtherance and assistanee. Bat to this
geatleman’s efforts, in conjunction with thase of the late
ftev. Joun Hole, of Woliardisworthy, Mr. Coham, of
Coham, and the ouly survivor of that gallant little band,
, the present Rev. Tnomnas Gluek, - of-¥itor—Bamare!l,
| was tiie whole of Devonshire some years since indeied |
for a measure, as diifleult 10 accomplish as beneficial in
its accomp ishment; and to the efficient distance ou that
| occasion rendeted by Mr. Bassett did M. Hole, the ori-
gina! prowmoter of the proposed altera ion in a burthen-
some 1npost, attribute wach of the success by which bis
own etforts, aud those of his coadjutors, were finally re-
warded; and the equalization of a most unequual, in
many cases a most oppressive county rate—though
for many years viruleutly opposed by the late Lord
Ro'le. and by that tormidable phaianx under his lord-
sh p’s dictation, the great body of the magistracy —was
eventualiy secured, and carried into efcet. Subse-
quently to this Mr., Bassett, and the party alluded t,
had the pleasure of wituessiug the bright example of
courage and perseverance which they had atforded in
the encounter with, and removal of difliculties, gener-
ally foliowed, and 1u a similar ecause, by other English
counties,

Though fitted by nature, and by an unusua'ly ex-
panded and enlightened mind, totake in public life that
precedence which was especially assigned to hm, it
was peruaps in the narrower and quiet civele of private
fite 1n wiich his allowed superiority most conspicuousiy
shone forth, Here the dignity of ancient hineage—the
ease of manner attendant on rank and station—a court-
Iy polish—the choicest and most fluent diction—the
utwost elegance, when he chose to display it, of manner
anl address—the accomplishments of the iman of taste
—the learning of the sciiolar could cowmbine, or alter
nate with, the clearly «xpounded views of the abe po-
litician, and the enlarged and time improved views of
the statesman, Few who heard those sentiments ex=
pressad, however previously inclined to differ from him
by whom they were uttered, but retired from his pres-
ence more than half persuaded by his elogquent and lu
cid train of reasoming to adopt inferences, of the
justness of which they had alone by him been more than
balf convinced., ln him were to be seeu learnizg with-
out its pedantry, aud talent without its pride, and much
of genius without its wildness and exuberance. To
these qualities of the head were allied a warm and gen-
erous heart, and at times that acute sensioility, yet
strength and depth of feeling, which is not unfrequent-
ly the coucomitant of distinguished talent. He was a
kind master, liberal landlcrd, and steady friend.

Soothed and solaced in declining years by the atten-
tions of a wife, dignified by the possession of every ster-
ling virtue which can benefit and adorn the woman, to
the great regret of a sorrowing neighbourhood, he fi-
nally sunk to rest. His early cotmpanions were Do
more; all, it is. believed. had preceded him to the grave;
but those who knew hium in the more wature and use
ful portion of his lite, will acknowledge that Devonshire’
in the late Mr. Bassctt has lost that which was once
her brigutest intellectnal star. Undimmed to the last
by aught but the wintry clouds of age, he ‘has disap-
peared from the horizon of life, leaving behind none of
equal magnitude to replace him, Most sincerely wish-
ing, Sir, that some one whose ability would better sup-
port the etfort had attempted to do something like jus-
tice to the qualities and qualifications of the late Mr.
Bassett, 1 remain very obediently yours, %
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