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PREFACE
Firhouse is most fortunate in its location. In a sense it enjoys the best of both
worlds - proximity to the metropolis of Dublin with all its facilities and
proximity to a great expanse of mountains, rivers, valleys, green fields and
fresh air. This book is about Firhouse, places of interest in the locality and
the lifestyles of former years. It does not claim to be an exhaustive academic
study; rather it is hoped that the book will provide a link with a rural world,
now urbanised. A comprehensive bibliography is provided for those who
wish to delve deeper.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
A great number of people have assisted me in various ways in compiling this
book. Mrs. Elizabeth Dempsey, Mrs. Elizabeth O'Toole, Hugh Kelly and
Molly Purcell provided me with a vast amount of information. Mr. John
Murphy, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Delany, Dr. Willie Nolan and Mr. John Caulfield
cast experienced eyes over early drafts. Mr. Gerry O'Meara and Mrs. Eileen
Kennedy of Scoil Treasa, Sr. Patrick, Mr. Robert Daly, Mr. Michael Geaney
Mr. Peter Fields, Mrs. Margaret Doyle, Mr. Frank Murray. Mr. Noel Curran

S Ms. Pat O'Neill, Mrs. Pam Smith, Mrs. Greta Lawlor, Mr. Leo Swan, Mr.
! Edward O'Riordan and Mr. John Keohane were all of great help. I wish to
S thank Fr. Sayers who gave the venture its initial push, for all his advice. Mr.

Maurice Curtin, Principal of Scoil Treasa facilitated me in everyway and was,
ii as usual, most supportive. I would like to extend a special word of thanks to

both Mrs. May Bruton for her marvellous typing and Mr. Stephen Hannon,
cartographer, of U.C.D.

I would like to express an immense debt of gratitude to Mr. Kieran Swords
of Ballyroan Library without whose help, interest and encouragement this
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Finally, I would like to thank all those who helped or contributed in any
way, but are too numerous to mention individually. Mile buiochas d6ibh go
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
FIRHOUSE
The present Catholic parish of Firhouse was established on November 1st
1975 by Archbishop Dermot Ryan. Rapid building development took place
in the area during the 1970s and 1980s. In a very short time the area of
Firhouse and its hinterland, nestling in the shadow of Mount Pelier and the
Hell Fire Club, have been transformed into a large suburb. The population
has greatly increased. A church, shops, schools, houses, roads and
community facilities have been built to cater for the influx of n
inhabitants.

Documentation on the origin of the name Firhouse is difficult to acqi
and has led to much debate. Firhouse was part of the Catholic parisi
Rathfarnham from the Reformation until 1968. The area was not a c 1i

parish, a townland or a Catholic parish and therefore does not appear 'a
territorial entity in early census reports or land valuations. However, from
maps dating back to the eighteenth century we can deduce that the present-
day Catholic parish of Firhouse lies in the Barony of Uppercross and is part
of the civil parish of Tallaght, which extends from the civil parish of
Rathfarnham to the boundary of Co. Wicklow. It dates back to the twelfth
century and contains forty nine townlands. Townlands are the smallest unit
of land for administrative purposes and their names usually refer to items of
local or historic significance. Firhouse Parish includes all of the townland of
Tymon South and part of the towulands of Knocklyon, Tallaght, Ballycragh,
Killininny and Templeogue.

The names of these towulands have changed over the years from their
original forms. Killininny, for example, was originally 'Cill na nlnion' which
translates into English as the 'Church of the Daughters'. Tymon South,
measuring just over 104 acres and stretching approximately from Scoil
Treasa to Firhouse C;onvent and Sally Park, originally got its name from the
Irish 'Ti Mothan' or 'O'Mothan's House'. Its sister townland across the
Dodder, Tymon North, included Tvmon C;astle and its lands. The site of this
castle which dated from the thirteenth century is located in Tymon Park. It
was demolished in 1960.

The name Tallaght is composed of two Irish words, 'Taimh' and 'Leacht',
meaning a plague umnument or a grave where plague victims were buried.
The name, according to The Annals of (he Four Masters, originated in the
annihilation by plague of the Parthalonians, the first colonists of Ireland.
The plague occurred in 2380 B.C. and the victims were reputedly buried
together in the area now known as Tallaght. As the word 'creach' translates
into English as a bird of prey or a cattle-raid, Ballycragh might mean 'the
town of the cattle-raid' or 'the town of the preys'.

The origin of the townland name Knocklyon is more difficult to ascertain.
In the ordnance survey books from the middle of the nineteenth century it
is translated as Cnoc Laighin, sinfi a hilof some description, possibly



the 'Hill of the Pool'. The name Templeogue may come from Teampall
Aed6g (in English, Aiden's Church), Teach Mael6g (Mael6g's House) or

Teampall Og (the New Church) which might refer to the re-siting of St.
Sanctan's Church in Glenasmole to a new location in Templeogue. The
ruins and graveyard of the 'New Church' can be seen opposite the entrance
to Spawell Leisure Centre.

The name Firhouse has undergone a number of changes over the years,
appearing at various times as 'The Fir House', 'Furhouse', 'Firrhouse' and
'Fir House' (see page 60). In Rocque's map of Co. Dublin 1760, a place
called 'The Fur House' is visible. However, ordnance survey maps from circa
1850 onwards have used the spelling 'Firhouse' and this has remained to the
present day.

The name of the area can be found on a tombstone in Tallaght Church-
yard dedicated to Patrick Fieragh oif Furhouse who died 2nd April 1715;
William his son who died 28th August 1736; and Maurice who died 3rd
November 1743 aged 64 (see Appendix A). F. E. Ball in his book, A History of
County Dublin, states that 'At the beginning of the eighteenth century, the
name of Fir House then written Fur House, first appears as the residence of a
family called Fieragh, some of whom were employed in the timber trade with
Norway. It has been suggested that the name Fir 11ouse is a corruption of
their name, and also that it had its origins in an inn, bearing the sign of a
tree, wvhich formerly stood in the village, but it seems more probable that the

S name arose fromn the connection of the Fieragh family with the timber trade.'
The residence (if the Fieragh family, mentioned by Ball, is now used as a

i Carmelite C2onvent. Evidence of the name Fieragh in, the area can be traced
S back to 1474 wvhen a Patrick Laweles of the parish of Tallaght owed a Richard

Feragh the sum of 10s.4d. (see Appendix B).
i Through the centuries the lands around Firhouse have had several

owners. Before the Norman invasion, the whole area was under the rule of a
:! Celtic Chief called Mac(;illamocholmog. Each district was owned by a sept.

For example, the lands of Tvmon were in the possession of a sept known as
the O'Mothans. After the Anglo-Norman conquest, the lands were divided
between the Crown, the C hurch and Walter de Ridelford, a powerfufl Anglo-
Norman. De Ridelford passed on the lands stretching from Knocklyon to
Killininnv to his descendants. Towards the end of the thirteenth century,
Killininny was held by Christiana de Marisco. She subsequently transferred
her Irish property to the Crown. Later occupants included Walter de Islip,
Elias de Ashbourne, Sir Thomas Newcomen, Gabriel Brisco and about the

i middle of the eighteenth century, Sir Timothy Allen.
S The village of Firhouse was situated in the townland of Knocklvon.

! Subsequent to Walter de Ridelford, owners of Knocklvon included the
Burnells of Balgriffin, the Bathes of Drumcondra, the Nugents of

i Westmeath, the Talbots of Belgard, Anthony Deerin g and Sir Dudley Loftus
S of Rathfarnham. In the eighteenth century the lands of Tvmon were sold by
S the Duke of Wharton, a descendant of Loftus, to Speaker C'onollv.
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FIRHOUSE CONVENT
!i The present occupants of the building once known as 'The Fur House' are
S the Carmelite Sisters. The order arrived there from Clondalkin to establish a

convent in the year 1827. Prior to this, education in the area, and indeed in
S the country as a whole, was disorganised. Schools were often set up in small
S cabins, or in good weather, on the side of the road, giving rise to the term
i 'Hedge Schools'. Such a school was established in Firhouse by a man named

Felix Dun. According to the 1826 Report from The Commissioners of Irish
S Education Enquiry, he conducted his school in a small cottage valued at £30.

It was a pay school where pupils were expected to pay a small fee for their
education. The teacher's total annual income amounted to £17. The number
of pupils at that time was thirty five, comprising twenty five boys and ten
girls. The teacher was supported by the locals in the form of a weekly or
quarterly subscription. The rate was approximately two old pence per pupil
per week. In cases where pupils were unable to pay, their contributions

S consisted of fuel for the fire, vegetables or other farm produce.
S 'The Fur House', once the residence of the Fieraghs, was purchased in

S 1800 by Mr. James Johnson. He sold it to Mr. Beresford Burston, who lived
i there for about eight years and was succeeded by his son-in-law, Mr. Smith.

Mr. Smith sold the building and adjoining lands, amounting to approxi-
! mately 15 acres, to the Order of Discalced Carmelites for £2,100. At the time,

the entrance to the convent was further down the Firhouse Road from where
it is today, almost opposite Sally Park. The chapel was built in 1828. In the
same year, much of the house was converted into rooms called 'cells', one for
each individual sister. Then, as now, the convent had accommodation for
twelve sisters. On the adjoining lands, the sisters kept cattle. They also grew
potatoes and other vegetables. The produce of the farm was generally for the
convent's own consumption although they sometimes sold buttermilk and
butter to local residents. Two local men were employed to help on the farm
while the sisters themselves tended a well-stocked flower garden. Three small
stone buildings, called hermitages, were built in the convent grounds for use
by the sisters while in prayer.

During the Penal Laws, contemplative orders were not allowed to establish
convents as they were regarded as 'non-productive'. In order to establish
their convent, the Carmelites of Firhouse opened a school for girls in 1829.
By 1835 the number of pupils attending amounted to ninety three. The
school at this time did not enrol boys. Records show that the average daily
attendance was sixty. Depending on the season, those pupils living on farms
would have been expected to stay at home and help with the chores. This
might be one reason for the poor attendance rate. When the school opened
first, the subjects taught were Reading, Writing, Arithmetic and Needlework.
While learning to write, the children formed their letters with a stick of
chalk on a piece of slate.

In 1851 the Board of Education assumed control of the school and the
sisters continued to teach Religion only. Rooms in the convent and even an
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adjoining hayloft were used as classrooms until 1868. In that year a new two- !
teacher school was built adjoining the convent. The new school consisted of
two big rooms and a gallery. The gallery was a small room with steps in it,
used as seats for the smaller children. The total cost of the building was
£631.7s.10d (see Appendix C). Roll books from the time show a huge
variation in the entrance age of children to the school. Some were as young
as one and a half years and others as old as seven or eight (see Appendix E).
In wintertime, the children brought their own wood or turf to fuel the stove
in the classrooms.

The children made their first Holy Communion in Bohernabreena
Church, which at that time was a Chapel of Ease for Rathfarnham Parish.
The nuns always brought the children into the convent for breakfast as a
treat after the ceremony. Children were confirmed in Rathfarnham Church.
This was often a nerve-racking occasion as the Bishop would ask questions of
the children. It happened from time to time that a child would fail to answer
and would not be confirmed. The teachers always put the best children at
the end of the seats, nearest the Bishop,hoping that they would be the only
children questioned.

Schooldays in the Convent in Firhouse are generally fondly remembered.
The school was obviously held in high regard in the locality as children
travelled from all neighbouring districts to be educated there. Prior to the
arrival of the nuns, the majority of the people of Firhouse were unable to
read or write. This situation greatly improved in the early years of this
century. Irish was not taught in the school, as the children followed a
curriculum laid down by the English authorities. However, in the early 1900s
Irish classes were held after school hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays for
those who wished to learn the language, According to Donn S. Piatt, Irish
was spoken in Glenasmole Valley up to the mid 1800s. Indeed the sermon at
the opening of St. Anne's Church, Bohernabreena in 1870 was reputedly i

delivered completely in Irish, as 'the locals wouldn't understand anything
else'. The normal school day lasted from 9.30a.m. to 3.00 p.m. The children
could attend National School until the age of fourteen but very few
progressed to Secondary School level. For the majority of children, leaving
National School meant the start of their working lives, usually serving their
time to a trade, working as servants in the local big houses or employment as
labourers on neighbouring farms. The convent school continued to serve
the people of Firhouse until 1954 when the Carmelite Sisters gave a site for a
new school free of charge to the parish so that a new four-teacher school
could be built outside the convent walls. This is the present Scoil Carmel.

Carmelites take their name from Mount Carmel, a beautiful mountain in
Palestine, on the slopes of which a group of hermits lived a life of prayer in
solitude. The Order of Discalced Carmelites was founded by Theresa of Avila
in 1562. Theresa was born a member of an aristocratic Castilian family at
Avila in Spain in 1515. She entered the Carmelite Convent of the Incar-
nation at Avila at the age of twenty. Life in this convent was sdmewhat

11
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ifounded a new house in 1562 with thirteen nuns answering to a rule of
iI poverty, hardship and solitude. Personal poverty was symbolised by the

S coarse brown wool habit and the leather sandals. Their way of life was very
S simple. During her lifetime, Theresa went on to establish sixteen other

convents.
In 1622 she was canonized; in .1970 she was declared a Doctor of the

Church, the first woman saint to be so honoured . The ideals and way of lite
Sestablished by her survive in the numerous small communities of Carmelite

Nuns throughout the world, including that of the Convent of Mount Carmel
in Firhouse.

The Carmelite day consists of prayer, work and recreation. Prayer includes
S daily mass, two hours of silent prayer and the recitation of the Divine Office.
S Work alternates with prayer and each sister shares in the household tasks

such as cooking and cleaning. Each sister also works at such tasks as making
mortuary habits and scapulars. The sisters come together twice a day for
recreation when they talk and enjoy themselves. During the summer months,
recreation time is often spent in the garden.

Each Carmelite monastery has its own customs and traditions. In Firhouse
all major feast days, jubilees and the anniversaries of each sister's profession
are celebrated. An annual retreat of eight days is held when a priest comes
and gives two or three talks a day. One day each month is also kept as a
retreat day. The Prioress is elected from the convent community at elections
which are held every three years. Early Prioresses were Sr. Francis Xavier
Stuart and Sr. Euphrasia. The present Prioress is Mother Gabriel.

On March 27th 1828 Archbishop Murray, Archbishop of Dublin,
dedicated the convent chapel at Firhouse. The Dominican Fathers from
Tallaght were chaplains to the convent until 1882 when the Carmelite
Fathers in Terenure College took on the chaplaincy.

LIFE IN FIRHOUSE THROUGHOUT THE YEARS
Firhouse in the early 1800s was described by Handcock as a 'small dirty
village, principally inhabited by stonebreakers'. They could earn ls. 6d. a ton
for breaking whinstone which was brought down from Mount Pelier.
Saturdays and Sundays were spent in drinking and fighting. Stripping off all
their clothes except their trousers, they used to challenge the mountain boys
or anyone else to fight. Order was usually restored by local priest Father
Doolin who would horsewhip anyone unlucky enough to be caught.

In the Irish Times of June 24th 1880, there is an account by a local
constable of a faction fight the previous Sunday near Firhouse in which five
hundred combatants fell upon each other and fought desperate bouts. The
police were on the scene but did not interfere. By the turn of the century
however, the village had improved greatly. Many of the older cabins had
been rebuilt, the village was no longer dirty and fights had become a thing of
the past.

12
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In the early 1900s the village consisted of seven houses, two pubs and a

forge. These houses, which no longer exist, were situated in a line along the
Firhouse Road. Three houses stood together and a gate separated them from
the other four. The gate led to fields where cattle grazed. In 1951 the
villagers moved into the newly built Mount Carmel Park and the old houses!
were demolished. Although only a few miles from Dublin City Centre, the
villagers of Firhouse were rural in outlook and were anxious to point out that
they lived in County Dublin, not Dublin City. This is not surprising when one
realises that many of them were employed in agriculture. Many worked for
local farmers on a full-time or part-time basis and would have also kept pigs
and a cow or two of their own, as well as poultry.

The population density of the area was considerably lower than it is today.
In the census of 1901, the townland of Tymon South, consisting of
approximately 105 acres, had only fourteen houses, nine of which were
inhabited. The total population of the townland was fifty five, of whom
twenty one were male and thirty four were female. The townland of
Killininny had nine inhabited dwellings, containing forty three males and
thirty two females. Knocklyon had a total population of two hundred and
twenty seven. These figures compare with a population in Firhouse today of
approximately six thousand five hundred (see Appendix F).

The village cottages were small, whitewashed, two roomed buildings
consisting of a kitchen and a bedroom. Spotlessly clean, they were
whitewashed for Easter at the start of Holy Week. The roofs were slated. The
doors and windows were small, resulting in dark interiors. Light was
provided by oil lamp and candle and the houses were heated by an open fire
which was also used for cooking. Over the fire was hung a large pot with a lid
on it, called a pot-oven. As well as a fire underneath the pot, turf called
'griosach' was also piled on the lid,to provide an even heat all round. Inside
was cooked such treats as wheaten bread, apple cakes and brown bread. The
flames from the fire cooked the bottom of the bread and the turf above
cooked the top. Food was plain and wholesome. Breakfast usually consisted
of tea, bread, and porridge. The porridge was made from Indian meal,
known locally as 'Yellow Buck'.

Water, which was drawn from the nearest pump in buckets, was boiled in a
big iron kettle on the fire and tea was made in a big enamel tea pot. Each
house had a large dresser to display the plates and. cups. Dinner which
usually consisted of bacon, cabbage and potatoes was eaten around 1 p.m.
Fish was always eaten on Fridays, with trout from the Dodder often providing
the fare. This delicacy often derived from a night's poaching by a few locals,
who used to dam the river. A sack tied to two sticks would then be used to
scoop out the fish. A famous local poacher was 'Bottler' Beirne who would
keep the fish alive in a barrel and supply them on demand to the local
gentry.

Rabbits were also very plentiful in the area and were trapped on dark
nights with the light of a paraffin lamp. Most people had a plot for growing
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their own vegetables. Potatoes were a staple part of the diet. A pot of
potatoes was also boiled each night to feed the animals, especially the pigs.

Geese and turkeys were fattened for Christmas. Hens and ducks were kept
for their eggs. Each day the ducks would swim up the river and return each
evening to be fed. Duck eggs were especially popular around Easter time.
Nettles were picked and boiled for feeding the ducks. People also put nettles
into stews and soups as they were .a source of iron in days when vitamin
capsules were unknown. A dish of boiled, young nettles eaten in spring was
said to cleanse the blood.

i Hens and geese would sometimes disappear from the yards of the more
well off houses. Dr. Swan, who ran a nursing home in Delaford House, awoke

! one morning to find a few hens stolen and the following note pinned to his

door:
'Dr. Swan, your hens are gone,
Your cock will crow no more,
You sleepy head, you went to bed
And forgot to lock the door'.

There were two pubs in the village - the Firhouse Inn and the Knocklyon
Inn. The Delany family have been at the Knocklyon Inn since 1842. Michael
Delany Snr. remembers meeting a man who fought at the Battle of Tallaght
in 1867. The elderly man was making hay in a field in Firhouse when
Michael who was then a young boy was introduced to him. As well as porter,
guinness and spirits, groceries were sold in the pubs. Flour, sugar, butter,
bread, oil, cocoa, bacon and meat were all supplied. To order larger supplies
of groceries, a younger member of the household would be sent to Terenure
once a week. Floods in Terenure was a popular shop with people from the
Firhouse area. The groceries would be delivered the next morning by horse
and cart.

Milk, buttermilk and butter were supplied by the nuns in the convent.
Buttermilk cost ld. a pint and butter cost ls. a pound. As there were no
fridges, people only bought what they could use. Butter was stored outside
the house in a bucket of water mixed With an ounce of salt and bread soda.
The bucket was always placed at a side of the house facing away from the
wind as it was reckoned that the wind would warm the water and melt the
butter. Another method was to wrap the butter in a dockleaf and bury it
underground.

May 1st was a very important date on the local calendar. This was the date
that the cows were driven from their yards near the city out to the fields in
the country to graze for the summer months. There were many yards in
Dublin, especially around the Clanbrassil Street area. The owners of •the
cattle rented land in places such as Firhouse where the cattle would be
minded and milked by 'dairy boys'. Milking would take place in a corner of
the field, with the milker sitting on a one-legged stool. The-milk was sold
'loose', i.e. straight from the churh, all over Dublin. On the last day of
September the cattle were driven back to their sheds in the city to spend the
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winter months. It was like the wild west on that day as all the roads and
laneways were crammed with cattle.

Where Homeville Hardware stands today was once a thriving dairy farm
owned by the Byrne family. They had a very busy milk round, needing three
or four horses and carts to keep up the delivery. They kept a cart-horse
called Paddy noted for his strength. Paddy was often borrowed by local
farmers when extra strength was needed. He lived to a good' age and was
buried near the riverbank behind the stone cross. Disposal of surplus milk
was a problem due to inadequate milk cooling facilities. Homechurning of
butter was the answer and in each dairy the woman of the house was skilled
in the art of churning and buttermaking. Fresh butter was salted and stored
in earthben-ware crocks for the winter. Buttermilk was used for baking and as
a refreshing drink.

As well as the dairy industry, many locals were involved in stone breaking
and sand contracting. The stone was brought down from Mount Pelier and
broken up in a stonebreaker's yard near Delany's pub. It was then used for
road-making. Sand and gravel for use in building and road repairs were
carted from the Dodder. Vast quantities Were deposited between. Old Bawn
Bridge and Firhouse Weir when the Dodder was in flood. Locals, such as the
Lawless family, were involved in the sand contracting business for a number
of years. Later many were employed by Dublin County Council in the road
building department.

A man was specially employed to keep the roadwa)YS clean. John Norton of

Firhouse was in charge of the stretch from Templeogue Bridge to Old Bawn
Bridge for a number of years. He took a great pride in keeping the hedges
trimmed and the roadway and pathway clean. For obvious reasons he would
order all horses and their riders off the paths if he had just cleaned them.
Horse dung was sometimes collected by young entrepreneurs who would sell
their collections to gardeners in Rathfarnham or Terenure.

There were many other occupations which are no longer common. The
register of Firhouse National School provides us with the occupations of the
parents of the pupils who attended. The list includes blacksmiths, labourers,
farmers, tailors, shopkeepers, millers, coachmen, farm stewards, herdsmen,
grocers, gardeners, butchers, stone-contractors, ploughmen, mill wrights,
soldiers, chauffeurs and fish merchants.

Local people provided most of their own entertainment. The area around
the weir was a popular attraction for children and adults. The land around
the weir was known as the 'Spring Gardens', due to the location there of a
spring well. Watercress grew in abundance there and was used in picnics
during the summer months. Pitch and toss or cards were played on the
roadside in the village on fine evenings. Needless to say, there was little
traffic to interrupt the proceedings.

The ability to predict, the weather was a highly regarded talent. Weather
experts were consulted if hay was to be cut or crops sown. This gave rise to an
abundance of weather lore which is still alive among the older generation. If
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sheep came home in winter it was a sign of snow. The appearance of hares or
rabbits near the house was a sign of a storm (see Appendix D).

In the early 1900s St. ColUmcille's Fife and Drum Band was formed in
Firhouse. It existed for about thirty years. It met originally in Delany's pub,
but later a thatched house in the village was used as a band room. The band
marched on every occasion - births, marriages, deaths, football matches and
public meetings. Every June, it marched to St. Columcille's Well to celebrate
the saint's feast day. On the day that Michael Delany, present proprietor of
the Knocklyon Inn, was born, the band marched to Tallaght with his father
at its head to herald the new arrival. The band also went on outings during
the summer months to such places as Lamb Doyles or Billy's Bridge near
Ballyboden. Many locals were members of the band and supporters walked
behind with picnic baskets to provide refreshments along the way.

In the 1930s a small dance hall was built by locals on the river bank near
the weir. Known as the Moscow Dance Hall, it survived for about three years.
Other local pastimes included tug-of-war, football, greyhound racing and the
annual Drag Hunt which was organised by the South Dublin Harriers. On
the morning of the hunt, a rotting piece of meat was dragged all over the
lower mountain slopes and on up to the Hell Fire Club. That afternoon, a
large crowd of horsemen and women would try to pick up the scent using a
pack of hounds. Those without a horse travelled on foot, enjoying the
spectacle - especially when one of the riders came a 'cropper'. Another
annual event was the Point to Point race. This took place on the land where
Ballycragh Housing Estate is today and generated huge interest locally. In
the late 1930s the Leinster 200 Motor Cycle Race was held on a route from
Tallaght to Templeogue via Old Bawn and Firhouse. The local children
usually got a day off school to watch the motorcyclists practising.

During the summer months, crossroad dances were common. Music was
provided by a concertina player. In the winter months house dances were
held in different people's houses. An organised dance usually cost about 4
shillings (20p) per person. The money was given to the house-owner, who
would buy meat and bread for sandwiches, as well as a large barrel of beer.
The dances, which were usually held on a Saturday night, often lasted until
6.00 a.m. The people went to 7.00 am. Mass and from there home to bed.
Football was another popular pastime. The local team 'The Wolfe Tones'
won the Dublin Junior Championship in 1937. The team was disbanded at
the start of World War II.

The local Tontine Society met every Sunday between 10.00 a.m. and 12.30
p.m. in asmall hut behind the cnetwall and bycnetwas run blocal people. It
was founded in 1864 and its last meeting was held in 1979. Members paid in
6d. every week and got a dividend at the end of the xear. If a member or his
wife died, a sum of money was given to provide a coffin. The Ton tine Societyv
was very well run and bound by a very strict set of rules. Anyone caught
breaking the rules was liable to be fined. Each member was given a rule book
on enrolment. Rule 23, for example, stated that any member causing a

16



disturbance shall be fined 6d; insulting an officer, ls; insulting a member, 4d;
giving the lie, ls; challenging to fight, ls; striking a member in the Society
room, 2s; betting, 2d; bringing a false charge against a member, 2s; cursing,
6d; swearing, is. 6d. for every such offence; political or religious controversy,
6d; appe~aring in the Society room intoxicated or in dirty condition, ls. In all,
there were thirty such rules.

An important function of the Society was the provision of sheets and
candlesticks for use at a wake. If the sheets were not returned, the member
was fined 10 shillings. Many childhood deaths occurred due to poor hygiene
and diseases such as dyptheria and tuberculosis. Tales of a typhoid epidemic
during the nineteenth century which devasted the population are still
remembered by the older generations. Up to the 1940s it was common for
each family to have a few infant deaths. Wakes often lasted three nights,
especially if relatives had a distance to travel. The corpse was laid out in the
parlour. White sheets were hung around the walls. A bottle of holy water and
a saucer of snuff were left on a nearby table. The corpse was laid out by a
local woman who was always handed a glass of whiskey beforehand 'to gather
up her strength'. Burials took place in Templeogue Cemetery or in
Bohernabreena. A lament was often played at the burial by a local piper.

Firhouse people had little faith in medical doctors or medicine. Local
cures for ailments were very common. One example of these was a sure cure
for warts held by a woman called Grainny Farrell. One had to count the
number of warts and put a corresponding number of stones into a bag. The
sign of the cross was made and one Hail Mary said for each wart. The bag of
stones was then thrown over the shoulder. The warts were sure to disappear
in a few weeks. Whooping Cough could be cured by walking under a donkey
three times. The donkey was then given a slice of bread and the patient had
to eat the crumbs that fell from the donkey's mouth. A person suffering
from asthma was advised to gather and boil a herb called yarrow and take it
fasting for nine mornings to obtain a cure.

To get from place to place people walked, went by horse and cart or, in
later years, by bicycle. Between 1888 and 1932 a steam tram operated
between Terenure and Blessington. This was particularly useful to the
Firhouse people, as the tram passed through Balrothery, just across the river.
As well as passengers, goods of all kind were carried on the line. On Sundays,
trips to Blessington were popular. In 1901 a first-class return fare from
Balrothery to Terenure cost 7d. Bookings could be made at Mrs. Doran's
shop in Balrothery. A first-class fare to Blessington cost 2s. 9d. Mr. Tom
Sullivan drove the tram for a number of years. He lived at the corner near
Delany's pub. Molly Purcell, who lived in a small cottage in a lane opposite
Knocklyon Avenue, remembers travelling to Presentation Convent, Terenure
on the tram at a special rate of 2d. The cottage where Molly was reared, now
sadly demolished, was used as a school in the early 1800s. This was possibly
the site of Felix Dun's Hedge School, mentioned earlier. The steam tram was
responsible for the deaths of many people. White crosses were erected by the
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dead persons' relatives near where the various accidents happened. As a
result, the route from Terenure to Poulaphuca was once known as the
'longest graveyard in Ireland'. Many of the victims were brought to the
Templeogue Inn which resulted in its nickname 'The Morgue'.

In an age when the horse was all important as a farm animal, a means of
transport and a source of entertainment, the forge was a vital part of
everyday life. There were two forges in Firhouse. One was situated opposite
the gates of Scoil Carmel and run by the Perry family. The other was situated
in the centre of the village, next to Morton's Public House. The Kelly family

S ran this forge for at least five generations. Its last owner Hugh Kelly now lives

in a cottage next to the site of the forge. Born in 1907, he began work as a
blacksmith on leaving school at fourteen years of age. He first went to work
for his uncle who owned a forge in Tallaght village. Later, he came to work in

S Firhouse. There was plenty of work for the forge up to the end of the Second
World War. With the general post-war depression and the coming of the

S motorcar, business declined and Hugh eventually closed the forge. In 1946
he went to work as a blacksmith for C.I.E., which had over 100 carthorses
working in Dublin at that time.

In its heyday, the forge in Firhouse was a centre of activity. Neighbours
and passers-by would drop in for a chat, especially when the weather was cold
or wet. On entering the forge, the heat from the fire would meet you and
soon dispel the winter-blues. The building itself was dark and low and
originally had a thatched roof. One night, however, after a spell of wet and
windy weather, the thatch caved in and it was replaced by a roof of felt.

At the centre of the forge was a fire, connected to a large bellows. The
bellows was operated by a handle which was levered up and down. There was
also a large trough of water and anl anvil on- which the metals were shaped.
The fire was lit each morning around 7.30 a.m. Special blacksmith's coal,
called 'Forge Slack' was used. It was imported from Swansea in Wales, and
collected from the docks at the North Wall by the blacksmith with a horse
and cart. A quarter of a ton of coal would last about a fortnight.

Making and repairing farm machinery and farm implements and shoeing
horses were the main activities in the forge. Parkes in the Coombe supplied
the blacksmith with long narrow bars of horseshoe iron and wheel-shoeing
iron. To make a horseshoe, the long strips of iron were cut into smaller
lengths. These were placed in the fire until they' became red-hot. When they
were hot enough they were removed from the fire and placed on the anvil.
Then the blacksmith, using a heavy hamnmer, would shape them into
horseshoes. Holes for- the nails were punched out and the new shoes were
then placed on spikes on the wall at the back of the forge. A large selectio)n
of sizes would be made, ready for- auny animal that might arrive, be it a cart-
horse, hunter, pony or humble ass.

Sometimes a horse would be very contrary and difficult to work with. It
might take two or three inen to keep it still while the old shoes were removed
and the new red-hot shoes put in place. hen the new shoe fitted properl,
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it was cooled in the trough of water and then nailed to the hoof. If a horse
was particularly wild, it would have to be upturned by means of ropes and

shod in the upside down position. It took approximately forty five minutes to
shoe a horse. In the case of a young horse which had never been shod
before, it could often take much longer.
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Mrs. Patrick Mc Grath,.
Swho hived in Tymon Lodge in 1890s

Local Clay Pidgeon Club 1914.
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Motorcycle Races in the area 7935. Race starting point at Glenview.
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I Local hunt 1931 showing Liam Cosgrave as a boy with the late Wdlliam Hickey.
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! R. Kirby ( Mrs. R. Delany ) working near Kilhininny Tower with
Ii Michael and Peter Lawless c. 1954. Michael Lawless was
i the last person buried in St. Anne's Cemetery

Driving sheep on Firhouse Road in the 60s . The field on the left is now Ball ycragh
housing estate

.........................

Jim Bagnell (R.I.P.) in his field at Ellenborough House. Firhouse c. 1965. In the background.
across the Dodder. is Tallaght. 24



PLACES OF INTEREST
RWVER DODDER AND THE WEIR
The Dodder forms the northern boundary of Firhouse Parish. It rises just
north of the summit of Kippure Mountain near the county boundary
between Dublin and Wicklow. Mfter a turbulent journey of less than twelve
miles, it joins the Liffey at Ringsend.

Four streams unite to form the Dodder: Slade Brook, Cot Brook, Allison's
Brook and Mareen's Brook. In its upper reaches, the river flows through
beautiful Glenasmole, 'The Valley of the Thrushes'.

The great warrior Fionn MacCumhaill is reputed to have hunted in this
valley with the Fianna and his hounds, Bran and Sgeolan. Nearby mountains
bearing the names Seefin and Ballymorefiun testify to the connection with
the legendary figure. One Ossianic poem entitled 'The Chase of Gleann an
Sm6il' relates how Fionn met a hideous wretch, supposedly the ugliest!
woman in the world, who cast a spell to compel him to marry her.
Fortunately for Fionn, he was later released from the spell. It is to !
Glenasmole that Oisin, son of Fionn, is reputed to have returned after his
journey to Tir na nOg and it was here that he was transformed from a young
hero into an old man.

The Dodder, falling 350 feet in the first couple of miles, is very swift-
flowing. Due to the number of tributaries that converge in such a short
distance, allied to the steep slopes of Glenasmole Valley, it is prone in times
of heavy rainfall to rapid and severe flooding. As a result of this, before the
reservoirs were built, stone, shingle and sand were carried down the river in
times of flood and deposited above the city weir at Firhouse between
Firhouse Bridge and Old Bawn Bridge. This material, washed down by the
floodwaters and deposited on the river banks, provided employment for
Firhouse men who operated gravel pits for the provision of materials for
road making and road repairs. The gravel was removed by shovel and
transported from the river bank by horse and cart. Annual floods
replenished the supply. In the early nineteenth century about 4,000 tons
were removed each year. In later years a block factory was built on the banks
of the river at Firhouse. All that now remains of it is an unsightly expanse of
concrete. To control the severe flooding, Mr. Robert Mallet, a distinguished
engineer, recommended in 1844 that a reservoir be built in the valley at
Glenasmole. Work did not begin until 1883 when the building of two
reservoirs was undertaken. One was for the provision of drinking water for
Rathmines and Rathgar and the other was to provide a constant water supply
for the various mills in operation along the Dodder.

The reservoirs were completed in 1887 and are supreme examples of
craftsmanship in granite and complex engineering. They continue to
provide some of the water supply to South Dublin. It is possible to walk along
the banks of the reservoirs which nowadays are set in beautiful woodland,
providing a safe haven for a variety of wild life. One result of the damming of
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! the river was that the gravel was deposited in Glenasmole and no longer

carried as far as Firhouse, resulting in the eventual decline in the gravel
industry.

S Below the reservoirs, the Dodder passes under Fort Bridge which is also

known as Callaghan's Bridge or Bohernabreena Bridge, built in 1830. It
then passes under Old Bawn Bridge, which was built in 1840. This bridge
with one arch replaced a three span bridge which was undermined by
frequent flooding of the Dodder. The old bridge was demolished by three
explosive charges fired together by electricity. This was one of the earliest
industrial applications of electricity in Ireland. From Old Bawn the river
continues on to reach the city weir at Firhouse, near the newly constructed
Firhouse Bridge. Up to 1986, when Firhouse Bridge was opened, the river
was crossed at this point by means of an iron lattice footbridge which was
built around 1860 and which is still in use. This iron bridge, reputedly built
by the British Army, replaced a wooden bridge which was swept away by a
severe flood. It was also possible to cross the river by means of a ford which
existed near Spawell House, opposite Spawell Leisure Centre. The river was
then much wider at this point and before the building of Templeogue
Bridge in 1800, all vehicles going to the neighbourhood of Firhouse from
Templeogue had to cross the river at the ford.

Firhouse Weir, also known as the City Weir, is situated a few metres
upstream from Firhouse Bridge. It is probably the best known landmark in
Firhouse and was once of great importance to every citizen of Dublin. It was
here at Firhouse Weir that the Dodder was diverted to augment the water
supply to the city of Dublin. Prior to 1244, the water supply for Dublin was
provided by the River Poddle, which rises in the Greenhills area of Tallaght
but this water supply was inadequate for a growing city in the early thirteenth
century.

In 1244 an enquiry was held and it was decided that the best way to
improve the supply would be to construct a channel to join the Dodder and
the Poddle, thereby enhancing the flow of the latter. Upstream from
Firhouse Weir, an open aquaduct was constructed which diverted some of
the water from the Dodder into a man-made channel or watercourse which
joined the Poddle in the Glendown district of Templeogue. From here the
waters continued towards the city. In 1308 John Le Decer, Provost of Dublin,
cleared the city watercourse and embanked it with stone. Yeomen (small
farmers) were employed to keep the channel clear. The Dodder-Poddle water
system was completed about the middle of the thirteenth century and
remained in operation for five hundred years.

The importance of the river as a source of water to the citizens of Dublin
can be gauged from an incident in 1738. Sir Compton Domville, then
resident at Templeogue House, was able to have his nephew Lord Santry, a
member of the Hell Fire Club, saved from execution for the murder of one

S of his servants by threatening to block off the watercourse which flowed
S through his lands. The threat was successful as the citizens had no other
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supply. Lord Santry was allowed to escape to England, where he died a few
years later.

The watercourse between Firhouse and Templeogue was one of three
watercourses along the Dodder supplying water to a number of mills. A
constant supply of water was vital to the smooth operation of the mills.
Situated a short distance downstream from Firhouse Weir on the watercourse
was a mill called Bella Vista, also known as Slater's Mills. According to
Handcock, these mills were probably established early in the eighteenth
century. In 1719 an Act of Parliament relating to the city watercourse
mentions these mills as Ashworth's New Paper Mills. In 1733, Thomas Slater
presented a petition to the Irish House of Parliament and received a grant of
£500 for the purpose of paper making there. About 1840 Mr. McDonnell
owned these mills. He built a large steam engine to supplement the water
power, an engine-house and a lofty chimney. This engine-house can still be
seen today on the right as one crosses the Firhouse Bridge to join the
Tallaght Road. The mill ceased production in 1876. Mr. McDonnell's wife is
said to have taken a walk along the watercourse every day, supposedly all the
time admiring her reflection in the water. On her death, her place on the
daily constitutional was reputedly taken by her ghost. Mr. McDonnell owned
a number of mills along the Dodder wh'ich supplied several Dublin news-

pprpublishers with paper. The paper was principally made of esparto grass
and straw with some rags added. The machinery was driven by a steam
engine of 200 horse power and by several smaller ones as well as a large
water-wheel, forty feet in diameter.

At one time, according to Mr. P. Healy, there were forty five mills served by
the Dodder. Fifteen of these were flour mills and the remainder consisted of
paper, paint, cardboard, cotton, saw, glue and dye mills, as well as distilleries,
breweries, malt houses, founderies, tanneries and a bacon curing factory.
Basically all the mills along the Dodder were composed of the same works.
Each mill had eight parts: 1. Water 2. Upper Millstone 3. The Shaft 4. The
Supporting Stone 5. The Shaftstone 6. The Wheel 7. The Axis 8. The
Cup/Hopper.

The Bella Vista Paper Mills, along with the other mills along the Dodder
were, together with agriculture, important in providing employment for ]
Firhouse people. Many local people worked in the mills until they ceased i
production towards the end of the last century because of inability to
compete with cheaper foreign imports.

The closure of the mills, although sad, had one benefit in that there was a
decrease in water pollution. While in operation, chemicals from the mills
caused the water to become 'the same colour as porter'. According to
Handcock, cattle and horses died from drinking from the river. Nowadays,
the water supply for Firhouse is extracted from the Liffey at Poulaphuca and
is delivered via Saggart by gravity flow in large diameter mains pipes.

In recent years, the County Council has acquired much of the land from
Old Bawn Bridge to Templeogue Bridge and has proceeded to develop, a t
public linear park on both sides of the river, a much welcomed development.
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Bohernabreena Reservoir

Old BawnBridgelnd weir
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MOUNTAINS IN THE LOCALITY !

Firhouse is situated at the foot of the Dublin-Wicklow Mountains which
began their formation millions of years ago when a deep sea covered
Ireland. Beds of sedimentary rock were deposited on its floor. When the sea
disappeared, a large plain lay where the mountains now rise. Later, molten
lava forced up the older rocks into an enormous arch. Eventually the lava
cooled and solidified into granite. When the arch of older rocks was
weathered away, the granite below was exposed. The Dublin Mountains are
composed mainly of this granite with schist, slate and dolerite towards the
edges. At the end of the last Ice Age (circa 10,000 years ago) the retreating
ice played a major role in shaping the valleys in the mountains. As the great
mass of ice began to move downhill rocks, boulders and other debris in the
glaciers helped to gouge out valleys such as that at Glenasmole.

Settlers came to this area in earliest times. Bronze Age axeheads found at
Firhouse are in the National Museum. The mountains abound in evidence of
burial places or tombs which date from 4,500 B.C. A good place to get an
extensive view of the mountain range is 'The Square' shopping centre in
Tallaght - from where it is possible to pick out the summits, ranging from
Three Rock in the east to Tallaght Hill in the west.

Three Rock is easily identified by the T.V. mast and radio transmitter near
its summit. It is crowned by a number of granite tors (rocky peaks) from which
it takes its name. Near the summit of Two Rock is a cairn of loose stones
known as 'Fairy Castle'. It is an ideal vantage point for viewing the south east
of the city.

Kilmashogue, overlooking Stackstown Golf Club, is a pleasantly wooded
hill. Kelly's Glen separates it from Tibradden Mountain, at the summit of
which is an open passage grave, reputedly dating from the Bronze Age. An
Early Bronze Age food vessel was found there in 1927. Cruagh Mountain,
which has no distinguishable summit, overlooks Pine Forest and Massy's
Woods. Lower down towards Dublin is Mount Venus, where one of the best
examples of a cromlech or dolmen can be found. A dolmen is a megalithic
tomb with a large flat stone laid on uprights. The Mount Venus capstone
weighs some 44 tons. It no longer rests on the upright pillars. One source
suggests that it was dislodged by an earthquake in Dublin in 1690!

Mount Pelier was the site of at least two pre-historic passage graves.
Speaker Conolly gave this hill its title. It is difficult to ascertain its old Irish
name. One source suggests the name 'Suidhe Cheallaigh'. The summits of
Corrig, Seahan, Ballymorefiun and Slievenabawnoge form the western flank
of Glenasmole Valley. Seahan is crowned by two large cairns. From the
summit can be viewed the plains of Kildare and the Blessington Lakes.
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ST. COLUMCILLE'S WELL
St. Columcille's Well is situated at the top of Ballycullen Road, close to the
entrance gates of Orlagh College. It lies in the townland of Oldcourt and is
also known as 'Tobar na Cluas'. Tradition records that St. Columcille, one of
the three patron saints of Ireland, rested at the well and blessed it. It was said
that beside the well there was a deeply marked impression of the Saint's knee
caused by his kneeling there in prayer. He may possibly have stopped at the
well while travelling to or from the monastery of Glendalough, Co. Wicklow.
Columcille, from the latin Columba, meaning a dove, was of the royal clan of
the Ui N~iI1. He was born in Donegal about the year 521. If he had not
chosen to be a monk, it is possible that he would have become 1-1gh King of
Ireland. He was ordained a priest at the school of St. Mobhi in Glasnevin and
later founded a monastery in Derry. He left Ireland around the year 563 and
landed on the island of Lona, Scotland. With the exception of a few short
visits to Ireland, Columcille spent the rest of his missionary lifle founding
monasteries among the islands surrounding Lona.

During the Penal Laws, when religious gatherings at holy wells were
forbidden, the well fell into disrepair and it was not until the early years of
this century that it was restored. This hard work was undertaken by the
Augustinian priests and brothers of Orlagh College with help from a number
of Firhouse people and County Council workmen. A statue in honour of the
saint was erected. It was unveiled on the Sunday following his feast day (June
9th) in 1920. Since then there has been a celebration every year at the well,
led by the priests of Orlagh and supported by local people. In the 1920s
and 1930s the Firhouse Fife and Drum Band, also known as the St.
Columcille's Fife and Drum Band, led processions to the well and the
afternoons were spent in singing and dancing. Flags and bunting were
erected and a stage set up for Irish dancing and singing.

The well derives from a clear spring, the water of which is drunk as a cure
for various ailments. Legend has it that it is a cure for sore ears hence its
alternative title, 'Tobar na Cluas'. Another legend informs us that its water
cannot be boiled. Children with teething problems were given a drink of
water from the well and instant cures were reported. The following poem is
dedicated to the well.
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~ST. COLUMCILLE'S BLESSED WELL

1. As I went out from Dublin 8. 'TwasJune time and the world
To climb Mount Pelier Hill, was glad,
To Killakee and Feather-bed God's goodness everywhere.
And up the mountains still, For all the world and

everything
2. My thoughts were scarce a penny- We heard his whispered

worth prayer:
Until I chanced to see
The name of dear St. Columcille 9. '0 bless the Lord, bright noon-
Bright-lettered on a tree. day sun,

Fair land and shining sea,
3. A rugged stile, a rustic bridge Clear springing water, happy

Soon added to the spell; stream,
They led me to a lovely shrine Come, praise his name with
Beside a Holy Well. me.

4. A statue of the saint is there: 10. And pledge of our united
He looks so young and sweet, prayer
In robe of white, with scrip and staff God's blessing here I leave
And sandals on his feet. For all who gather in this place

To ask and to receive.'
5. And here's an ancient hollowed

stone, 11. And so the memory that we
What story does it tell keep,
Low-murmured by the ceaseless The story that we tell:

stream The Saint, the blessing and the
That pours into the well? prayer

Beside this Holy Well.
6. In olden time, in golden time,

I hear the water say: 12. I will not climb Mount Pelier,
St. Columcille from Tolka side Nor further fare to-day,
Came wandering up this way. To Killakee or Feather-bed,

But here to rest and pray.
7. While resting in this shady bower,

He looked so young and sweet, 13. And we will come from Dublin
In robe of white, with scrip and staff, When June is with us still,
And sandals on his feet. To keep the feast and all be

blessed
By dear St. Columcille.
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St. Columcile's Well, Ball ycullen Road.

Sally Park
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FIELD CROSSES

In the field beside the well stands a large plain cross made of granite, similar
to one which can be seen in a field across the Firhouse Road from Delany's
pub. These crosses were erected in the 1850s, when a disease of
pleuropnmonia afflicted the dairy herds all over the country. The Catholic
Archbishop of Dublin ordered the fields to be blessed. The crosses were
erected by local farmers in thankgiving to God for the preservation of their
stock from the dreadful disease.

SALLY PARK
Sally Park was once the residence of W. D. Handcock, author of The History
and Antiquities of Tallaght. It was purchased by his grandfather in 1796 from
the Earl of Clanacarty. Subsequent owners to the Handcocks included the
Knox, Cullen and Blake families. The Knox family had strong connections
with the Irish Times Newspaper. T. J. Cullen was a famous architect, noted
especially for his church design. He was a personal friend of Sean T.0
Ceallaigh, President of Ireland who visited Sally Park on a number of
occasions.

The original entrance to the grounds was at the junction of Knocklyon
and Ballycullen Roads. The gateway is close to the gate lodge which has
recently been renovated. The grounds of Sally Park were beautifully wooded.
Over 7,000 trees were planted and a great deal of money was spent on trout
ponds, gardens and conservatories. A number of grottos and small summer
houses were built in the grounds, creating a a beautiful haven for the
residents. Many of the beautiful walks in the gardens had special names. The
line of trees on one's right as one enters the present-day Monalea Park Estate
was 'The Primrose Walk' and the two fields near the house were known as
'The Nine Acres'. Goldfish were kept in the ornamental ponds and at one
stage some of the other ponds were stocked with trout.

Early census reports provide us with details of a remarkable list of
outhouses at Sally Park. Serving the needs of the residents were two stables, a
coach house, a harness room, a dairy, a fowl house, a boiling house, a barn, a
workshop, a shed and a laundry. Sally Park provided employment for a
number of local men and women as coachmen, gardeners and house-1
keepers. Sally Park is currently in use as a comfortable nursing home.

THE HELL FIRE CLUB
The Hell Fire Club, clearly visible on the skyline of the Dublin Mountains is
undoubtedly the area's most famous landmark. Situated at 1275 feet, near
the summit of Mount Pelier, the site was originally a passage tomb. The tomb
dates from the Neolithic Period (4500 B.C. to 2000 B.C.) and was
constructed within a circle of large boulders known as a cairn.

The Hell Fire Club was built by the Right Hon. William Conolly, Speaker
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of the Irish House of Commons, around the year 1725. It is believed that he
built it near the mountain summit so that he could see his two great
residences, Rathfarnham Castle and Castletown House, from the same spot.
The hunting lodge was surrounded by a walled-in deer park of approxi-
mately 1,000 acres. Conolly had bought these lands, which formed part of
the manor of Rathfarnham, from Lord Wharton in 1723.

The building consisted of two large rooms and a hall on the upper floor. A
small loft was over the parlour and hall. The hall-door was reached by a flight
of steps. On the ground level was a large kitchen, servant quarters and a
number of small rooms. All the windows faced north, commanding a
magnificent view of Dublin. In front was a courtyard, enclosed by a low stone
wall.

Conolly is said to have destroyed the cairn while building the Hell Fire
Club, making use of the boulders in its construction. Some time later the
roof, which originally was slated, was blown off in a great storm. Locals
attributed this misfortune to the work of the devil in revenge for the
destruction of the cairn. Following this event, the lodge was regarded locally
as a place of evil. However, Connolly was undaunted and replaced the slated
roof with an arched one of stone. It is obvious that he intended the new roof
to last. It was damaged in 1849 when bonfires were lit on it to welcome
Queen Victoria to Dublin.

Mfter Conolly's death in 1729, the Hunting Lodge remained unoccupied
for a number of years until it was acquired by the infamous Hell Fire Club
from whom it got its name. The Club reputedly met at the isolated hunting
lodge for the purpose of heavy gamblihg, card-playing and drinking. The
uniform of the Club was red with white stockings. At social functions the
Chairman wore horns and a tail. Its regular meeting place was The Eagle
Tavern on Cork Street. Many stories abound in local folklore concerning the
connection between the Club and the devil. It was rumoured that a vacant
place was left at the table for him and that he presided at a number of
meetings.

Among the rules of the Club was one which stipulated that to remain as a
S member, one must be able to consume ten glasses of whiskey before dinner

and one quart after dinner, after which the member had to find his own way
home. Failure to succeed in this task meant instant dismissal from the club.

Another story concerns a young Bohernabreena farmer who, curious to
find out what went on at the meetings, climbed up Mount Pelier one night.
He was discovered by members of the Club, dragged into the building and
allowed to see the night's activities. He was found next morning wandering
around the area, unable to speak and tradition says that he spent the rest of
his life deaf and dumb, unable even to remember his name.

Many other stories, some quite frightening, are told by the older residents
in the area about the Hell Fire Club. However, for most people nowadays, it
serves as a beautiful setting for a Sunday stroll or a picnic on a warm
summer's evening.
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I WILLIAM 'SPEAKER' CONOLLY
William Conolly, son of a publican or innkeeper, was born in Co. Donegal in
1662. It is appropriate therefore that there is now a lounge bar in Firhouse
called after him. After some formal education, he worked for James, the
second Duke of Ormond in administering his properties.

He was bequeathed some land in a will and later he purchased a great
deal more. In a short space of time .he had acquired property in ten counties
in Ireland. He had a city residence in Capel Street where, in the eighteenth
century, many wealthy families lived. Later he purchased Castletown Estate
in Celbridge. His yearly income from his various interests was estimated at
£17,000, a vast sum of money in those days. In 1692 he became a member of
the Irish Parliament, representing Donegal. In 1715 he was unanimously
elected to the post of Speaker to the House of Commons in Dublin and in
1717 became one of the Lord Justices of Ireland. This appointment is said to
have caused much jealousy, as Conolly was considered to have come from
lowly origins and to have achieved much of his political success by bribery.

Early in 1729, along with the other Lord Justices, Conolly laid the
foundation stone for the new House of Parliament in College Green, which
nowadays is the Bank of Ireland. He died at his house in Capel Street in
November of the same year and was buried at Castletown.

! TYMON LODGE
i Where Scoil Treasa's football pitch is situated was once the location of
il Tymon Lodge. What is now known locally as 'The Lane' was once the avenue
, up to the lodge. At the end of the avenue was a small gate lodge. On each

side of the avenue were the farm fields which were tilled or used as pasture.
The avenue now serves as a tree lined walkway between Carrigwood Estate
and Firhouse Road. Some of the trees which surrounded Tymon Lodge are
still standing. Unfortunately the building itself was demolished in the mid
70s and the stones used as a foundation layer for the school's basketball
courts. Adjoining Tymon Lodge was a farm, an orchard and extensive
vegetable gardens. George Moore, in his book Hail and Farewell, provides us
with a good description of the building as it was in the early years of this
century. He describes it as 'A moated stead built in the time of Anne' (1702-
1714). The moat was crossed by a little bridge and 'between the bridge and
the front door there were about thirty yards of gravel. The left wall of the
house rises sheer out of the moat, on the other side there is a pathway and at

i 1 stream and it trickled away by the bridge into a brook. Near the house wasi! tebcafil ag adn.Tema a e tteupredb a

garden with apple, pear and plum trees and all kinds of vegetables. There

was also a big yard with a number of stables and fowl houses. Moore's lover, a
Miss Clara Christian (1868 - 1906) lived in Tymon Lodge and was an artist of

!, considerable repute.
According to Handcock, the house had a curious chimney stack. It also

!i had an ancient bath house, about thirty feet by twelve, which was supplied by
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a stream flowing from Ballycragh. On leaving the grounds of the Lodge, the
stream flowed into Sally Park where it supplied the ponds and yards.
Eventually it made its way into the Dodder just below the weir. Locals
believed that Tymon Lodge was haunted. Carriages drawn by horses were to
be heard going up and down the avenue at night but on investigation,
nothing was ever to be seen. Once, at night, a few locals stood behind a tree
on the avenue. They could feel the rush of wind and hear the sounds of
horses as the carriages went by but could see nothing. From that night on
locals were wary about walking up the avenue in the dark.

CATY'S CASTLE
Looking towards Mount Pelier from Firhouse, Carty's Castle can be seen a
short distance below the summit. The castle is what remains of a house which
was known by various titles such as 'The Long House', 'Dollymount House'
and 'Mount Pelier House'. Nowadays it is known as Carty Castle because its
last tenant was a man named Carty. Access is gained via the Oldcourt Road.

F. E. Ball described the building as 'Two stories high in front, with six
winadows on each side and over the hall door are the arms of the Ely family,
surmounted by a coronet. The rooms had marble chimney pieces and
stuccoed ceilings. The windows commanded a beautiful view of County
Dublin, the city and bay, with Howth, Ireland's Eye and Lambay. On each
side of the house was a large arched gateway, from which extended a long
wing of outhouses, servants' apartments and stables, terminating at each end
in a square three-storied tower with embattled top and pointed windows.
Over the door of the left hand tower was, formerly, the date 1763, inscribed
on the keystone of the arch - probably the date of erection or the
commencement of building.'

Carty's Castle was built as a hunting lodge by Henry Loftus, Earl of Ely.
Loftus used much of the cut stone from the Hell Fire Club in its
construction. The gateways at each side of the house were surmounted by
stone balls each weighing about five hundredweight (250 Kg.). These stone
balls were bought and conveyed to Sally Park in 1880 where they can still be
seen on the pillars of the gate-lodge. The house fell into ruin about one
hundred years ago and in 1950 it was completely demolished. All that now
remains is the tower at the western end and some outhouses in a very poor
state of repair. In the haggard behind the tower can be seen a number of
large circular stone platforms which served as raised platforms for corn
stacks to prevent destruction by rats.

Adjacent to the castle was a structure known as Carty's Ice House. Prior to
the advent of refrigeration and before ice became artificially available,
people kept ice-houses both to store food and ice. The ice houses were
underground chambers with walls faced with granite and with thatched or
stone roofs. Ice collected in the winter was stored in these ice-houses and
sold to restaurants and hotels during the summer months.o
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KILLININNY TOWER
Proceeding from Bridget Burke's up the Oldcou.rt Road, Killininny Tower
can be seen on one's left. It has been partially obscured by a block wall and
must now be reached via Oldcourt Manor Estate. The tower is in a dilapid-
ated condition, despite its listing as a National Monument. It is situated on
the site of the ancient church and monastic establishment of Killininny. The
name translates as 'Church of the Daughters'. There is some disagreement as
to who these daughters actually were. According to Canon O'Hanlon in his [
book Lives of the Irish Saints they may have been the five daughters of Leinin i
namely Druigen, Luigen, Luicell, Macha and Riomhtach. These holy women
had a sister called Brighit, who may have resided at Killiney. Another
suggestion is that they were the four daughters of Macleir, namely
Darinnioll, Darlin6g, Cael6g and Caemgeall6g whose feast falls on October
26th.

A famous 'visitor' to the tower was Robert Emmett, leader of the Rising of
1803. While fleeing to a safe house in Ballinascorney after the failed rising,
he took refuge in the tower as a number of Redcoat soldiers passed by. His
freedom was short-lived, however, as he was captured a few days later in
Harold's Cross and hanged, drawn and quartered for his part in the Rising.
The tower dates from medieval times and Allenton House, one of the best
examples in Ireland of eighteenth century architecture, adjoined it. Sadly,
this unique house was demolished on September 6th 1984. Allenton was
owned in the mid eighteenth century by Sir Timothy Allen - hence its name
-who was Lord Mayor of Dublin in 1762. In the Dublin Journal of July 24th-
27th of that year, the following report appeared:

'Last Saturday evening our worthy Lord Mayor, coming from

his country seat at Temple-Oge, the horse took fright, and '1
ran into a ditch, by which his Lordship was very much cut
and bruised; but we have the pleasure of assuring the public
his wounds are no way dangerous. His lady, who was in the
chaise, received but little hurt'.

Sir Timothy died in 1771 and was buried in St. Maelruain's Cemetery.

SPORTING HALL
On the Ordnance Survey Map of 1867, a building named 'Sporting Hall' is
clearly described. Situated a short distance from the Convent and on the
same side of the Firhouse Road, it was said to have been so named because of
the convivial and sporting habits of a one-time proprietor. Its site is now
occupied by a relatively modern house and very little is known aboUt the
original building.

ORLAGH COLLEGE
The entrance gate to Orlagh College is situated at the top of Ballycullen
Road. In a beautiful setting surrounded by trees, its white facade and spire
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i°!! can be seen for miles around. It was built around the year 1790 by Mr. Lundy

i Foot who named the house 'Footmount'. Later he re-named it Orlagh.
! Foot. a very wealthy businessman, belonged to a family of snuff and

!i tobacco merchants who had premises in Essex and Westmoreland Streets.
, He was also a magistrate whose most infamous trial was that of the three

Kearneys in 1816. Joe and Billy Kearney and their father Peter were charged
i with conspiracy to murder John Kinlan, a gamekeeper of local landlord

Ponsonby Shaw of Friarstown. The three Kearneys were sentenced to death
on the charge, though the body of Kinlan was not found. They wvere hanged
in the presence of thousands of country people in a field near Old Bawn

S Bridge. Lundy Foot was subsequently murdered in 1835 in County Kilkenny,
supposedly by relatives of the Kearneys, although this was never proven.

! Lundy Foot sold Orlagh to Nathaniel Calwell, later a governor of the Bank
! of Ireland, in the 1830s. In 1836 it was sold to Carew O'Dwyer, who rebuilt it,
S adding spacious rooms and stables and laying out new gardens and grounds.

The large banqueting hall was hung with tapestries from Paris and used for
S the lavish entertainment of such notables as Daniel O'Connell and members
i of Dublin Corporation. O'Dwyer later took up residence in England and
i: Orlagh was bought by the Augustinian Order in 1872. Both Patrick Pearse

and Eoin McNeill visited Orlagh in later years. The Augustinians now use
Orlagh as a novitiate for young men training for the priesthood.

LORD MASSY AND MASSY'S WOODS
A very popular location for hikes and picnics for children from Firhouse is
Massy's Woods. Situated across the road from the entrance to the Hell Fire
Woods car park, this attractive woodland area was once part of the estate
adjoining Killakee House. The house was built in the early years of the
nineteenth century by Ltike White, a millionaire bookseller and financier.
He died in 1824 and the property passed on to Samuel White, his second
son, who was an M.P. for County Leitrim. Killakee was subsequently inherited
by Lord Massy who had married Samuel's youngest sister.

When Lord Massy died, Killakee came into the hands of Hugh Massy. This
gentleman was known as the 'penniless peer' for his inability to manage the
estate and eventually he fell into deep poverty. The story goes that he had to
collect fueol for his kitchen from the forest using a wheelbarrow made out of
an orangebox. He was invited to the Coronation of King George Vl, but he
declined stating, 'I have not enough money to go to the nearest pub never
mind to London for the Coronation'. His debts increased and in 1924 he was
evicted by the Sheriff and left on the roadside on a mattress. He was
eventually taken in by a neighbour. A caretaker was placed in Killakee House
and an auction of contents followed. The house was demolished in 1941.
The estate was extensively planted with broad-leaved trees, Spanish chestnut
in particular. It is a beautiful place to walk at any time of ve ar, but especially
in late autumn when the leaves are ankle-deep on the ground.
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KNOCKLYON CASTLE
Knocklyon Castle is over five hundred years old. Situated on Ballycullen Road, it

15 a square, three-storied building with round towers at the two opposite corners.
These towers once had conically shaped roofs. The present owners, the
Shouldices, hope to restore the towers to their original splendour in the near
future.

In 1630 the house was, owned by Pierse Archbold, a Roman Catholic, who.
married a daughter of Barnaby Rely, owner of Tymon. In the eighteenth century
iwas in the hands of the Ledwiches who were a Quaker family. Mround 1840 the

building was refurbished and converted into a modern dwelling. The castle was
subsequently owned by the Magrane family who farmed extensively in the area.

Knocklyon Castle

Killininny Tower
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS T

DEVELOPMENT OF A PARISH i
Prior to 1968 Firhouse was part of the Catholic parish of Rathfarnham which
then had a population of twenty thousand people, extending over a large
area with Monsignor O'Donnell as parish priest. On October 24th 1968
Archbishop John Charles McQuaid divided Rathfarnham Parish as follows:

Rathfarnham remained a parish with approximately seven thousand
people; the area of Ballyroan was established as a parish with ten thousand
people; the parish of Tallaght-Bohernabreena including Firhouse was set up
with five thousand people.

On September 3rd 1972 the parish of Bohernabreena-Firhouse was con-
stituted because of the growth in population in the Firhouse area. Fr. Brian
Kelly was appointed parish priest and Fr. Micefil Hastings as his assistant. The
Parish Church was St. Anne's, Bohernabreena and public Masses were
celebrated in the Carmelite Convent on Sundays to cope with the increasing
population. Discussions took place 'in 1973 with a view to extending Scoil
Carmel and negotiations took place to purchase a site for another school,
eventually called Scoil Treasa. A site for a church for the Firhouse area was
also acquired.

The development of the various housing estates in Firhouse began in
earnest in the mid 70s. By 1981 Woodlawn, Carriglea, Carrigwood and
Monalea were 'taken in charge' by Dublin County Council which is the

official recognition by the local authority of a satisfactorily complete
development. Sally Park Estate was completed in 1984. The most recen

On November 1st 1975 Firhouse Parish was set up by Archbishop Ryan
and Fr. Noel Madden was appointed administrator with Fr. Hastings as
curate. The present boundaries of the parish, re-defined in 1987 are as
follows:

'Along the proposed Scholarstown - Killininny Road from where it
joins the Ballycullen Road until it passes Killakee; along the back of this
estate leaving it in Firhouse Parish; straight across the road to the
Dodder River where it turns right and runs along the centre of the bed
of the river to a point below Firhouse Bridge where the river is joined
from the right by a small stream; along the middle of the stream (which
soon disappears underground) until it meets the Firhouse Road where
it turns left; along the Firhouse Road until it meets the Ballycullen
Road where it turns right; along the Ballycullen Road to where it meets
the proposed Scholarstown-Killininny Road'.

On Sunday, May 27th 1979, Archbishop Dermot Ryan, Archbishop of
Dublin, dedicated a new church to Our Lady of Mount Carmel at Firhouse.
The title 'Our Lady of Mount Carmel' was chosen as a tribute to the work of
the Carmelite Sisters on Firhouse Road who have been closely involved with
the life of the area since 1827.
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On the day of the church's dedication, Fr. Noel Madden who was
appointed the first parish priest said, 'This is a proud day for the priests and
people of Firhouse. It has come about through a combination of the faith of
the people of the area and administrative decisions taken by the authorities
of the diocese'.

Fr. Madden assisted by curate Fr. Micegil Hastings remained as parish
priest until 1985, when he was transferred to Donnycarney Parish. Fr.
Cornelius Sayers was then appointed parish priest. In the intervening years
Fr. Madden had been assisted by Fr. Eddie Griffin, until his transfer to
Dundrum and by Fr. Michael Sexton until his appointment as parish priest
of Milltown. The present curate is Fr. John Dunphy who took up his
appointment in December 1989, having spent a number of years in Kenya.

i The early years in the development of the parish were primarily
S concerned with providing a basic infrastructure of schools and a church.

Nowadays the parish is actively engaged in developing a range of
organisations, groups and facilities to cater for the spiritual and social needs
of the community. A Pastoral Council was established in 1987 to develop and
co-ordinate the Christian Life in the community. Other groups active in the
parish include the St. Joseph's Young Priests' Society, Scouts, Youth Group,
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Ministers of the Word, Ministers of the Eucharist,
Legion of Mary, Choirs, Bethany Bereavement Group, Community Area
Delegates, Altar Society, Altar Servers, Preaching Group and Christian

.1 Communities. Details of these and other parish groups can be obtained from
the parish office at the rear of the church.

SCOIL CARMEL
Scoil Carmel, as it now stands, was opened and blessed by the late
Archbishop McQuaid in December 1954. It was then a four teacher school
under the principalship of James Pender who came to Firhouse around the
year 1932. This new building replaced the former school which was in the
grounds of the nearby Carmelite Convent. That school in turn superseded
the original foundation which was in a loft over the cowbyre in the Convent
yard. This school was established by the Carmelite Sisters during the Penal
Times to look after the needs of the local C atholic population.. It was staffed
by the Carmelite Sisters, an enclosed order who do not normally meet the
public. It is interesting to note that the doors in the old school still have the
screens and turners by which the public deliver messages and carry on
conversations with the Sisters.

In the 1950s when Ballyroan Road, Woodbrook Park and Knocklyon Road
became built up the children came to Firhouse School. Gradually more
space was needed. A ten-room extension was added and four prefabs were
built in the yard. In the mid 70s the Woodlawn Park development began. In
1977 Scoil Carmel was divided into a Junior School and a Senior School. The
Senior School was taken over by Maurice Curtin while John Caulfield
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remained as principal of the Junior School. Scoil Carmel currently caters for
466 pupils and has fourteen teachers, a remedial teacher and a principal.
Incidently the school peaked with 22 teachers some years ago. The two ..
primary schools and indeed the parish itself is named after the Carmelite
Order and its greatest Saint. This is to emphasise the strong ties with the
founding sisters.

The school has registers dating as far back as 1864. It is interesting to note
that in those days children were enrolled from an extremely early age. On
July 20th 1874 Christopher Mahon of Firhouse came to school at the age of
one year. He is an exception but the enrolment of two year olds was not
uncommon. It is said that the Sisters looked after the children while their
mothers worked in the paper mills along the Dodder Valley. Another feature
of the register is the way that trades were handed on from father to son and
from generation to generation. These records can be inspected in the school
by the public if due notice is given.

Scoil Carmel goes back a long long way. It has remained true to the high
ideals of its founders and will continue to do so into the future. As the Irish
seanfhocal has it, 'Sliocht sleacht ar shliocht bhitr shleachta. '

SCOIL TREASA i
On July 1st 1977 Scoil Treasa, named in honour of Saint Theresa of Avila,
first accepted pupils. On May 1st 1979 it was formally opened by Mr. Tomfis
O Laochadha, Principal Officer, Department of Education and blessed by
Archbishop Dermot Ryan. A senior cycle (3rd to 6th class) primary school, it
opened initially with two teachers and seventy seven pupils. Under the
guidance of Principal, Mr. Maurice Curtin, the school has expanded to its l
present complement of 527 pupils and 18 teachers. A full-time remedial
teacher caters for the needs of pupils with learning difficulties.

The academic needs of the children are well catered for in the school.
Their spiritual, physical, moral and cultural development is of prime
importance. Sports and sporting activities play a major part in the everyday
life of the school. Hurling, basketball, football and camogie are the main
team sports. The winning, in 1989, of th'e Herald Cup, premier award for
Div. 1 hurling, was the highlight of many hurling successes. Many of the
pupils have represented Dublin at under-age level in hurling, football and
camogie. Basketball success has been equally impressive, with the school
winning the Lions League on three occasions. Eleven girls from the school
have represented Ireland at mini-basketball tournaments in Ireland and
England. Swimming lessons form an integral part of the school curriculum.

As part of the cultural activities of the school many of the senior pupils
partake in the National Children's Choir. Music and drama are also well
catered for. Indeed, live drama by professional actors forms part of the
cultural calendar. In essence the aim of the school is that each child can
develop to his or her full potential in a happy, educational climate.
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Parish Party Committee 1978.
Standing L - R. Pame rnyth, Joan Scully, Manie Murphy,
Maura Kennedy. Greta Lawlor. Front L -R. Elizabeth

Oloole, Fr. M. Hastings, Nuala Oloole, Manie Cornigan.

Parish Team. Fr. John Dunphy.
Sr. Fionnuala 0 Sulhivan. Fr. Cornelius Sayers.

Church of Our Lady ii iiii! iiiiiii

of Mount Carmel.

Pattern Day . St. Columcile's Well.
June 1974
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Firhouse Summer Project 1981.

Emma O'Regan and Niamh Cassidy carrying the
Firhouse banner in the Community Games Parade 1988

Scoi Treasa Sponsored Walk 1979. Included are Hilary Tully, Geraldine Dorgan,
Michelle Tillaine, imelda, Susan, Brian and Austin Smyth.
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FIRHOUSE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Firhouse Community College first enrolled students and commenced classes
in September 1982. As its permanent building was not yet completed, classes
commenced in Scoil Treasa with an enrolment of fifty-five students. By
September 1991 its enrolment had increased to nine hundred pupils.

The campaign to have a second-level school built in the area to provide
for the second-level educational needs of the area started several years
before that and was led by Fr Hastings, then curate in the Firhouse Parish
and by Mr. Curtin, Principal of Scoil Treasa.

Thirteen acres were acquired from Doyles in the townland of Killininny
and the Department of Education built it as a one thousand pupil school. At
a meeting of parents in the area in spring of 1982, they expressed a wish that

S Co. Dublin VEC would run the College.
~The building was designed by Peter and Mary Doyle, Architects and built

by T. P. O'Connor & Sons at a cost of 2.5 million pounds. It was equipped by
: the Department of Education at a futrther cost of one million pounds. Mr.
S Michael Geaney was appointed Principal.

! The College offers fourteen subjects for Junior Certificate Examination
! and eighteen subjects for Leaving Certificate. The College offers a full six
S year cycle with Transition Year in 4th Year. Firhouse was one of the first
,' Colleges to develop a Transition Year which has proved of huge benefit to its
: students. A work preparation course is offered as an alternative to Leaving

Certificate. With the assistance of its guidance service many students from
iil: the College have gone on to University and other third level colleges and
t many others have been successfuflly placed in employment. The College aims
ii to develop the full talents of every student and prides itself in producing
, responsible mature adults at the end of their schooling there.
i Extra curricular activities are a major feature of life in the College with a

very wide range of activities on offer. Over the years it has been proud of
some particular achievements. In 1990 thirty students represented Ireland in
the first Euroscola organised by the European Parliament in Strasbourg.
Aoife Cantwell visited European capitals as her award in a national essay
competition. Geraldine Connolly and Mairaad Murphy represented Ireland
in Europe as E.C. project winners.

Sport plays a major part in the life of the College with many successes in a
wide range of sporting activities. Mark Byrne was Irish champion in athletics
in the 800 metres in 1989. The school basketball teams have won the
Leinster Championships on five occasions.

The short ten year history of Firhouse Community College has been
marked by growth and achievement and teachers and pupils look forward to
more success in the future.
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FIRHOUSE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Firhouse Community Council was established originally as an umbrella
organisation for local Residents' Associations. Its main aim was to act as a
watchdog on behalf of the people of the area in all matters relating to
Firhouse.

At the A.G.M. of 1978 a decision was taken to build a Community Centre.
Finance was raised by means of a Non-Stop Draw, which to date has realised
in excess of £120,000. Pressure from the F.C.C. resulted in the rezoning of
twenty-four acres of housing land to public open space for amenity purposes.
This Qpen space included a site for the proposed Centre. In October 1987
the Centre was opened. Its construction was funded by raising £220,000
locally, borrowing £80,000 and securing Local and Central Government
Grants totalling £220,000.

The Centre presently offers leisure and sporting facilities to all age
groups: Activities include badminton, basketball, volleyball, indoor soccer,
set dancing, bridge, snooker, olympic handball, bowls, Irish dancing,
aerobics, martial arts, music lessons, art and bingo. Meeting facilities for
local groups are also provided.

Future plans include the development of the first floor, the opening of the
Club Bar, the provision of accommodation for a youth club and the
construction of all weather tennis courts. Since its completion the Centre has
been run by the Firhouse Community and Leisure Council.

FIRHOUSE CREDIT UNION LTD.
In September 1983 a study was undertaken with the idea of setting up a
credit union in the Firhouse area. The rules and laws governing credit
unions, as laid down by the Irish League of Credit Unions,the Department of
Finance and the Registrar of Friendly Societies, were studied at great length.
Extensive research and planning was carried out on all aspects of operating a
credit union. The Irish League of Credit Unions registered Firhouse Credit
Union Limited and on 4th October 1984 it opened for business. There
were twelve founder members of which four are still on the Board of
Directors, namely, Gerry McDonagh, Margaret Doyle, Kathleen Tierney,
Eileen Shelley. Membership has now grown to almost 1,400. Firhouse Credit
Union caters for members' needs in the Firhouse, Knocklyon and
Bohernabreena areas. There are fifteen directors and three supervisors
presently involved in running the credit union. All help is voluntary. The
recent opening of new premises will hopefully enable the credit union to
develop and expand in response to the needs of its members.
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BOY SCOUTS - OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL UNIT
~The 146th Dublin C.B.S.I. (Firhouse) Unit had its first official meeting on
~February 24th 1978. The meeting was held in Scoil Treasa, attended by

eleven cubs and seven scouts. Over the years the Unit has developed rapidly
to a point where it now has three hundred members in eleven sections.
Scout camps and trips abroad are regular features on the calendar. The Unit

~has won a number of Regional Shields for scouting excellence and several
~scouts have won the National Scout Award.

March 1983 saw the start of Beaver Scouting, followed in November 1985
by the start of Venture Scouting. With such rapid expansion the dream of all
members was to have a Den to call their own. That dream was realized on
Sunday June 23rd 1991, when the new Scout Den was blessed and officially
opened. This marvellous building is situated beside the Firhouse Community

• (Centre. It stands as a tribute to those who have contributed over the years to
~the scouts in Firhouse, from Fr. Noel Madden who called that first meeting

in 1978 to all the leaders who have generously given of their time and talents
~in the intervening years.

TheopnigofuhetewScutde
byPu lg he cu

assisted.by.Beaver Scou
iil;;iSusan O'Kelly.
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Scoil Treasa Hurling Team Herald Cup Winners 1989.

Scoil Treasa Football Team, Croke Park 1980.

Firhouse Com m unity Gam es ii ,,:: .......................-
Girls U/13 BasketballI

Team 1991
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~Past Pupils of Firhouse Schools who played for Dublin in recent years

............. I  ... .... , ...
Dave Carroll Joe McNally David Delap

(Senior) (Senior) (Senior)

John McGrane ieran Kielty Alan McNally
(Minor) (Minor) (Senior)

HuhKlyFamiliar faces Elizabeth O'Toole

-- around
..........Firhouse , ..

Elizabeth Dempsey Molly Purcell
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Mr. Maurice Curtin. Principal of Scoil Treasa, pictured with a sixth class in 1992

Mr. John Caulfield, Principal of Scodl Carmel, pictured with a Junior Infants class in 7992

Mr. Michael Geaney. Pnincipal of Firhouse Community College
pictured with 4th year Environmentalists.



i Firhouse Carmel Youth club U/11 h~am 1939/90.

~Firhouse Ladies Cross - Country Team 1989.

} " ' Firhouse Badminton Club. Tallaght League, finalhsts 1990
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX A

The inscription on the tomb read as follows:
THIS BURIAL PLACE WAS PURCHASED
AND TOMB ERECTED BY PATRICK
FIERAGH OF FUR-HOUSE FOR HIM
AND HIS POSTERITY. HERE UNDER
LIETH YE BODY OF THE SAID PATRICK
FIERAGH WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE THE
2 OF APRIAL 1715. HERE ALSO LIETH y
BODY OF HIS SON WILLIAM WHO DEPAR
TED THIS LIFE AUGUS THE 28, 1736.

HERE ALSO LIETH THE BODY OF MAURICE FIERAGH
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE MAYYE 31, 1743, AGED 63.

Inventory of the goods of Patrick Laweles of the Parish of Tallaght, made the
6th day of May, in the year of Our Lord 1474.

First 3 carthorses with two foals worth 15s.
Item 2 cows and 3 young heifers worth 23s.

,,13 acres of wheat and 12 of oats worth 11 marks
,,in sheep worth 15s.
,,in hogs worth l0s.
,,in household goods worth 20s.
,,in wheat & other things in the haggard worth 21s.

Among the debts that he owes
First, to the lord of Dublin for rent 1 8s.
Item to Richard Feragh 10Os.4d.

I, Patrick Laweles, though weak in body, yet sound in mind, do make my
Testament in this manner. First, I bequeath my soul to Almighty God, and my
body to be buried in the cemetery of the Church of St. Maelruain of
Tallaght. Item, I constitute Walter Laweles, my eldest son, and Margaret, my
wife, as executors.

Taken from Register of Wills & Inventories of the Diocese of
Dublin 1457-1483.
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APPENDIX C

Prior to the 15th February 1971 Ireland's currency was based on pounds (£.)
shillings (s.) and pence (d.). There were twenty shillings in a pound and
twelve pence in a shilling. Ten shillings (l0s.) would correspond to 50p in
today's currency. One shilling (is.) would correspond to 5p.

APPENDIX D

WEATHER LORE FROM THE FIRHOUSE AREA
A rainy May fills the haggard with hay,
A stormy night keeps the fishermen at bay.
When a robin is seen near the top of a bush in the morning, it is a sign of a
fine day.
A fog on an August morning is a sign of rain.
If the leaves remain on the branches in October, it is a sign of a cold winter.
When the fox barks frequently in October, it is a sign of a big fall of snow.
If a robin enters a house, it is a sign of a hard winter.
When the cat puts her back to the fire, it is a sign of a storm.
When the swallows fly low, it is a sign of rain.
If the weir can be heard clearly, it is a sign of frost.
When the crows fly high, it is a sign of a storm.
When the wild geese fly towards the hills, it is a sign of hard weather.
When the hills seem near, it is a sign of rain.
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: :'i !.: i':: /.FORM B. 1.-HOUSE AND IBUILDING RETURN.!

Divislon,(ai'
4 1

(JtL l Poor Unlon,......A 2' I2 - District ....o...ror....ison BAl n __ir(-/ 'U~pr~, .{-'J

Borough, Di . ~ strict, Villazge, f- -/ i. . -

Nao. L-When a Towniand or street is situae in two Penlismntary Divisions, or In more than one Distric Electoral Division or Parish, or is p .rtly within and partly without a Parliamentary Borough, City, Urban District, Town. or Village, a sepa,'ie Retun should be made for each portion.

-__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ HOUSES. "_,_______.._"___-__----rFAMILIES. &c. _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

. eoL~ " )i "i: ... ' . ,PARITICULARS OP I[NHABITED HOUSES .... ... ,.'
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CeoLl.) (coLS.) (0 .3) (Cel4. (e. 5.) (C s). 5.) ( Ge. 7. ) (eL s.) e. 9. (Gel. 15.), (Ce i.) , (Cal '1.). (Col. IS.) (ci. 14.1 ICel.-1.) (el. 16.) (cl 17.) (Col. 18.).(a I, .T;.T. .O/ ,.~ ___ ____" ,: _ __ I. I.d..K.t 3 _ ±_ ______

TI 7 . " . . ."- 3 7 7s /f..I2~4 L ~ . _ _ _

6-. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. e ._ _ __ .____-, _ ___ _..... .~

___ __ /v.. __ _ _ _ _ ___ ;. 7--: Z

-2' .o...- / /-- 2  :___ /" 4 A. , _

I~o o _/_: . _ _ __ - ,' I n __ -_ _-, _. _-__ _ _

A- -. -- - - - -' -_ 5-, -. _,, - ,,o ._~ - _,- - - -. . . ._ - ._____________ .-- ,___
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